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1. Programme mission and objective: 

The mission of the Programme to be launched is "to communicate the knowledge of Political

Science as an academic discipline among diverse groups and to meet the demand of higher 

education in this field by reaching the unreached

Objectives of the Programme:

To apply the knowledge of Political Science to serve the needs and problems of the 

society. particularly of the North East India 

To develop new knowledge in the field of Political Science through scholastic inquiry 

To prepare the learners for active citizenship and informed participation in a complex 

sOciely 

To enable the learners to think about polities and through this, to develop their 

conceptual and verbal skills 

To foster critical independent thinking about political and public life in the present 

context 

To generate compelent and well-educated man-power for the teaching profession 
administration as well as manning positions of research associates in public/private 

sector academic institutions 

2. Relevance of the programme with HEl's mission and goals 

Gauhati University was established in 1948 with a mission to revitalize educational 

leadership, to set the standard for the production and dissemination of knowledge as well as 
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to become an effective instrument of change in the society. With this aim in view, the department of Political Science was established in the year 1958 and is regarded as the pioneer of teaching and research in Political Science in the North-Eastern region. The department has produced over the years a large number of alumni who have made their mark in various fields of public life including higher education, administration, politics and social work. The vision of the department is to set up a symbiotic relationship and a vibrant network with institutions of higher learning and research, to achieve higher academic excellence and to strengthen its societal interface while anchoring firmly to the issues, needs and aspirations of the people of the North East.  In alignment with the aims and objective of the parent department, the M.A. Programme in Political Science to be offered through Gauhati University Institute of Distance and Open Learning (GUIDOL) aims to provide quality higher education in Political Science to those aspiring candidates who are deprived of higher education. Moreover, to keep the quality intact the curriculum and syllabus is designed at par with the conventional mode keeping in mind the specific needs and acceptability of the learners in the ODL mode.  3.  Nature and target group of learners: Our target group includes- 1)  Those deprived of admission in the parent department of regular mode due to limited intake capacity.  2)  Those employed in various organizations who desire to pursue higher education as a passion or as a means for movement up the promotional ladder.  3)  Drop outs primarily due to social, financial and economic compulsions as well as demographic factors. 4)  Job seekers.   Gauhati University also has a provision in the ODL mode for lateral entry for those who had to discontinue the regular programme after successful completion of the first two semesters due to unavoidable reasons. Acceptability of the lateral entry provision is an indicator of parity of the courses in regular and distance mode. The curriculum is designed to enable learners to fulfill their aims and objectives in a manner they deem fit and proper. The 
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curriculum is designed by a committee comprising of experts from the department of the HEI, external experts and teachers of GUIDOL, keeping in view the needs of the diverse class of learners. 4.  Appropriateness of the programme to be  conducted in the ODL mode for acquiring specific skills and competence-  The M.A. programme in Political Science to be offered through ODL Mode will have certain learning outcomes. This programme will help the learners: 
• To enhance and develop knowledge and understanding of the theoretical and practical foundations of Political Science as a subject. 
• To accumulate the skills necessary to apply Political Science in appropriate job setting 
• To understand the various emerging environmental issues, international affairs, state policies and conflicts both domestic and international 
• To identify value conflicts in public issues 5.  Instructional Design: a)  Curriculum Design: The curriculum in CBCS mode is adopted from the parent department of HEI keeping the ODL at par with the regular mode. b)  Detailed Syllabus:  File containing detailed syllabus is attached as Enclosure-I c)  Duration of the Program:  Minimum 2 (two) years. However, the learners are required to complete the programme within 4 (four) years from the date of admission. d) Instructional Delivery Mechanism: The programme will be delivered in four (4) semesters having four (4) courses/papers in each semester. The learners will be provided with the printed/online SLM which covers almost all the contents in the syllabus. Counseling classes will be held in headquarter and various affiliated study centres. Telephonic Counseling and providing online learning resource will also be a part of instructional Delivery mechanism. In the current pandemic situation of COVID-19, more emphasis will be given to the teaching-learning through online mode. The progress of the 
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learners will be evaluated by Internal Assessment and Term end/semester end examinations. SLM covering Syllabus is attached as Enclosure-III e) Faculty:   1.  Dr. Dhruba Pratim Sharma, Associate Professor,Gauhati University and Dedicated Faculty GUIDOL. 2.   Dr. Barnalee Choudhury, MA, Ph. D- Asstt. Professor, GU-IDOL. (Full time) 3.  Resource persons from amongst faculties of HEI and affiliated colleges.  f)  Media: Print Media, ICT based content, content delivered through e-Learning Portal g)  Student Support Service:  In order to successfully execute the programme, a wide range of support services are provided to the ODL learners. The various support services are listed as below- i)  Network of Study Centres: To assist its learner GUIDOL has established 118 study centres throughout the State of Assam but within the territorial jurisdiction of Gauhati University. ii)  State of the Art Library with around 7000 collections of materials which includes books, journals, magazines, CD and DVDs.   iii) E- Learning Portal: www.bodhidroom.net, the first of its kind in the entire North East region of India which provides the following services to the students: 
� Online enrolment of students 
� Independent Discussion Forum for every course 
� Independent News Forum for every course 
� Online interaction facility with faculty members  
� Online interaction between the students making the scope of collaborative learning   
� Interaction through chatting of all users of all courses who are online. 
� Separate Chat Room for individual course  
� Message My Teacher:  When a student logs in to Bodhidroom, after enrolling himself/herself to a course, he/she will see the names of the virtual class teachers. 
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Student can directly send offline messages to the teachers. When the teacher is logged on, he/she will receive an alert of incoming messages. Then he/she can reply to the message. 
� Online Study Material 
� Old Examination Question Papers iv) Dynamic Website www.idolgu.in : Gauhati University has a dedicated dynamic website for ODL learners where one can get all the information regarding its programmes, up-coming events, examination results etc.  v) Computerised admission process with provision of online admissions: The whole system of admissions and examinations are managed using professional software which gives instant online access to learners. It can be accessed through www.idolgu.in.  vi) Flexible Walk in Group Counselling (FWGC): Regular group and individual counselling will be held in the GUIDOL (headquarter) complex as well as in the parent department during all working days. Learners may walk-in to the designated GUIDOL counselling room and meet their teachers to clarify their doubts. In the current pandemic situation of COVID-19, online platform will be provided for the purpose mentioned above. vii) Personal Contact Programme (PCP): In addition to the Study Materials, useful Personal Contact Programmes will be held at various affiliated study centres, which will enable the students to clarify their confusions and ease their difficulty while going through it. Qualified faculty members of affiliated study centres will help out the attending students by providing necessary tips and guidelines during the interactive sessions. These sessions are also meant to give the students a chance to meet the teachers personally and discuss their problems. In the current pandemic situation of COVID-19, online platform will be provided for the purpose mentioned above.  
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viii) Community FM Radio: Gauhati University has its own Community radio station named as “Radio Luit 90.8 FM” and operates daily from 8AM to 8PM. The Community Radio station shall be extensively used to broadcast radio talks on various courses daily. The broadcast contents are designed as per the requirements by teaching staff of both the ODL Institute as well as the parent department. Experts are outsourced if situation arises. Radio Luit has recently started a Facebook live page with an objective to reach those learners who fall beyond its radius. 6.  Procedure for Admissions, Curriculum transaction and Evaluation-   Admission- The admission process shall start as per the UGC guidelines. In the current pandemic situation of COVID-19, the learner can take admission only through online admission process.  The minimum eligibility for M.A. programme in Political Science is graduate from any recognized Indian or Foreign university. The proposed fee for admission is Rs 10000.00(Ten Thousand only) per year. Financial Assistance is/ shall be provided to the candidates belonging to SC/ST and OBC categories in the form of scholarship. A few learners belonging to the economically deprived section as well as the physically challenged category shall be/ are provided free ship on the recommendation of the Hon'ble Vice-Chancellor. * Curriculum transaction- The curriculum shall be transacted throughout the year as per the Activity Planner which is enclosed as an Enclosure II. * Evaluation- Each course/paper shall carry 80% weightage for the term-end examinations and 20% for internal evaluation in the form of Home Assignments/internal examinations. In order to pass/clear a course/paper in a subject, a candidate must secure minimum 35% marks in each course/paper. However, a candidate must secure over all 45% to clear a semester. All examinations are conducted by the Controller of Examinations as per Examination Rules and Regulations of the Gauhati University. 7.  Library Resource:  The University has a State-of-the-Art Central Library with rich collections of materials which includes books, journals, magazines, CD and DVDs, and is 
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accessible to the ODL learners as well. Moreover, the Institute has its own Library where various books, journals and magazines are available.   Gauhati University being a member of UGC-Infonet Digital Library Consortium (http://www.inflibnet.ac.in/econ/index.php) which provides current as well as archival access to more than 5000 core and peer-reviewed journals and nine bibliographic databases from 23 publishers and aggregators in different disciplines. The ODL learners can access the e-resources of UGC-Infonet Digital Library Consortium from the Gauhati University campus. 8.  Estimated cost of the Programme: Total estimated cost of the programme is approximately Rs. 65 Lakhs which includes preparation and printing of SLMs, remuneration of the Resource persons, establishment cost and overheads. The estimate is evaluated considering the unit expenses of Rs.2.5 Lakhs per paper /1000 students for the entire duration of two years. 9.  Quality assurance Mechanism and Expected Programme outcome The institute has a Centre for Internal Quality Assurance (CIQA) constituted by the statutory body of the HEI. Members of the Cell are drawn from among the Deans of the different Faculty, Heads of the respective departments, Executive Council members, administrative staff and teaching staff of the institute. The Internal Quality Assurance Cell shall review the relevance and standard of the programme from time to time and make necessary changes in the syllabus and contents of the programme. The HEI shall continuously monitor the effectiveness of the program through CIQA and other statutory bodies.  The expected programme outcome is reflected in the Course Benchmark Statement, which is stated as below-  Course Benchmark Statement: Master's degree in Political Science shall be awarded to those learners who demonstrate: 
• The understanding of the theoretical and practical foundation of Political Science 
• Skills necessary to apply Political Science in appropriate job setting 
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• Awareness regarding various contemporary issues such as peace, environment, international affairs, state policies and domestic as well as international conflicts 
• The ability to identify value conflicts in public issues 



SVLLARUS 

M.A, IN POLTICAL SCIENCE 

auhati Liniversity Institute of Distance and Open Learning 

GAUHATTUNTVERSITY 

First Semester: 

Papet 1 Western Political Thought 

Papet 11 Political Thought in Modern India 

Paper 111: Intemational Relations-I 

Paper IN: Public Administration- 11 

Paper V Indian Polity and Governance-I

Second Semester: 

Paper V1: Political Theory-I 

Paper VIl: Politics in India 

Paper VI1: International Relations -II 

Paper IX: Public Administration- I1 

Paper X: Indian Polity and Governance-I

Third Semester:

Paper XI: Political Theory-II

Paper XI: Political Ideas and Ideologies

Paper XIlI: Comparative Public Administration

Paper XIV: Environment and Politics 

Paper XV: Politics of Ethnicity and ldentity 

Paper XVI: India's Foreign Policy 

Paper XVII: Democracy and Multiculturalism

Fourth Semester P:o nce 

Paper XVIII: Comparative Political Analysis 

Paper XIX: Research Methodology

Paper XX: Human Rights 

Paper XXI: India and its Neighbours

Paper XXI1: Gender and Politics 

Paper XXII: Elections in India 

Paper XXIV: Issues in World Politics 
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Course No. POL1016 

Western Political Thought 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

• This paper is a core paper that intends to introduce students to the texts, 

thinkers and thought in western political tradition.  

• It seeks to develop new insights among students on the relevance of political 

ideas in understanding the crisis, change and continuity that marks the study of 

contemporary politics. 

 

COURSE OUTCOMES 

• The paper remains useful for students in developing ideas on politics which is 

helpful in providing theoretical insights and perspectives to students if they wish 

to pursue research programme.  

• The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exam, SLET 

exam and other competitive exams like civil services. 

 

Unit-1 Fundamentals of Early Modern Political Thinkers 

A.) Renaissance and its impact on political theory 

B.) Machialvelli: Morality and Politics, Attributes of a Ruler as advocated in The Prince 

 

Reading List: 

• Quentin Skinner, Machiavelli: A very Short Introduction, OUP, 1981 

• Nelson, Brian R. Western Political Thought, Pearson Education, Delhi, 2009 

• Plamenatz, John, Man and Society: A Critical Examination of some important social 

and Political theories from Machiavelli to Marx , Longmans, 1963 

• Dryzek, John S., Bonnie Honig and Anne Philips, The Oxford Handbook of Political 

Theory’, Oxford University Press,2006, 

• J.S. McClelland, A History of Western Political Thought , Routledge, 1996 

• George, H. Sabine, A History of Political Theory, Oxford and I.B.H. Publishing, New 

Delhi, 1973 (English & Hindi) 

 

Unit-2 Early Manifestation of Liberalism: Social Contract Tradition 

A.) Thomas Hobbes: State of Nature, State and Absolute Sovereingty 

B.) John Locke : State of Nature, Natural Right, and Limited Government 

C.) J.J Rousseau: State of Nature, General Will and Democracy 

 

Reading list: 

• Nelson, Brian R, Western Political Thought, Pearson Education, Delhi,2009 

• George, H. Sabine, A History of Political Theory, Oxford and I.B.H. Publishing, New 

Delhi, 1973 (English & Hindi) 
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• Shefali Jha, Western Political Thought: From Plato to Marx, Pearson, 2010 

• J.S. McClelland, A History of Western Political Thought , Routledge, 1996 

• Morrow, John,History of Western Political Thought: A Thematic Introduction, 

Palgrave, 2005 

• Plamenatz, John, Man and Society: A Critical Examination of some important social 

and Political theories from Machiavelli to Marx , Longmans, 1963 

 

Unit-3 Changing Discourse of Liberal Theory 

A.) Jeremy Bentham: Utilitarianism 

B.) J.S. Mill: Concept of Liberty, Representative Government Subjection of Women 

 

Reading list: 

• George, H. Sabine, A History of Political Theory, Oxford and I.B.H. Publishing, New 

Delhi, 1973 (English & Hindi) 

• J.S. McClelland, A History of Western Political Thought, Routledge, 1996 

• Nelson, Brian R. (2009) Western Political Thought, Pearson Education, Delhi 

• Morrow, John, 2005, History of Western Political Thought: A Thematic Introduction, 

Palgrave 

• Plamenatz, John, Man and Society: A Critical Examination of some important social 

and Political theories from Machiavelli to Marx , Longmans, 1963 

• Card, Claudia, The Cambridge Companion to Simone De Beauvoir, Cambridge 

University Press, 2003 

 

Unit-4 Marxist Tradition and contemporary political thinkers 

A.) Karl Marx: Dialectical Materialism, Alienation, Theory of State 

B.) V.I. Lenin: Views on Imperialism, State and Revolution 

C.) Antonio Gramsci-Hegemony 

D.) Simone De Beauvoir- Patriarchy 

Reading list: 

• C.L. Wayper, Political Thought, New Delhi, 1989 (Revised Edition) (English & 

Hindi). 

• Bottomore, Tom (edited) (1988) Interpretations of Marx, Basic Blackwell 

• Marx and Engels Selected works, “Theses on Feuerbach”, Preface to “A 
Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy” 

• Marx, Karl (1978) A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy, Progress 

Publishers, Moscow. 

• Marx, Karl and Friedrich Engels (1973) Manifesto of the Communist Party, Progress 

Publishers, Moscow 

• Nelson, Brian R. (2009) Western Political Thought, Pearson Education, Delhi 

• Fitzgerald, Ross Ed. (1980) Comparing Political Thinkers, Pergamon Press  

• Singer, Peter, Marx: A very Short Introduction, OUP, 2000 

• Morrow, John, 2005, History of Western Political Thought: A Thematic Introduction, 

Palgrave 

• Lenin, V.I., State and Revolution, Penguin, UK,2009 

• Lenin, V I (2000) Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism, Left Word, New 

Delhi 

• On Imperialist Globalization: Two Speeches 1999 by Fidel Castro, Leftword Books 
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• Patnaik, Prabhat (1995) Whatever Happened o Imperialism and Other Essays, Tulika, 

New Delhi 

• Bauer, Nancy, Simone De Beauvoir: Philosophy and Feminism, Columbia University 

Press, New York, 2010 

• Tidd, Ursula, Simone De Beauvoir, Routledge Critical thinkers series, Routledge, 

2003 
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Course No. POL1026 

Political Thought in Modern India 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

 

• The paper remains useful for students in developing theoretical insights and 

perspectives to explore political ideas and its Indian context. Such theoretica 

This paper is a core paper that intends to introduce students to the texts, 

thinkers and ideas in Modern India.  

• It seeks to develop insights among students on the relevance of political ideas in 

Modern India by exploring the themes, concepts and issues that are integral to 

the understanding of Political Thought in Modern India.  

Course Outcome 

• The paper remains useful for students in developing theoretical insights and 

perspectives to explore political ideas and its Indian context. Such theoretical 

perspectives and insights assume importance for students if they wish to pursue 

research programme.  

• The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exams, SLET 

exams and other competitive exams like civil services. 

 

Unit 1. : Reformist and Liberal Constitutionalism: 

• Raja Ram Mohan Roy: Social Reform; Political ideas 

• Dadabhai Naoroji: Economic Critique of Colonialism 

• Pandita Ramabai: Social Reform and Women’s issues 

Selected Readings : 

1. Guha Ramchandra (ed.) Makers of Modern India, Penguin, Viking 2010 

2. Pantham, Thomas ‘The Socio-Religious Thought of Rammohan Roy’, in Panthom, 
Thomas and Deutsch, Kenneth I. (eds.) Political Thought in Modern India. New 

Delhi (1986): Sage,pp.32-52. 

3. Ganguli B.N., ‘Dadabhai Naoroji and the Drain Theory’, The Journal of Asian 

Studies, Cambridge University Press, Aug.1967 

4. Doctor Adi H., ‘Political Thinkers of Modern India Mittal Publications, New 

Delhi 1997 

5. Kosambi, Meera ‘Women’s Emancipation and Equality: Pandita Ramabai’s 
Contribution to Women’s Cause’, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 23, No. 

44: Oct, 1988, pp. 38-49. 

6. Chakravarty, Uma, Rewriting History: the Life and Times of Pandita Ramabai, 

Zubaan, New Delhi, 2013 
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Unit II. : Nationalism and Liberation  

• Gandhi: Critique of Modern Civilsation, Satyagraha, Swaraj, Religion and Politics   

• Nehru: Socialism, Secularism, Parliamentary Democracy 

• B.R.Ambedkar: Caste and Untouchbility, Constitutional Democracy, Social Justice 

Selected Readings : 

1 Nehru Jawaharlal, Discovery of India, Meridian Books, London 1956. 

2 Parel, Anthony J, Gandhi: Hind Swaraj and Other Writings, Cambridge University 

Press, New Delhi, 2009 

3 Parekh, Bhikhu, Gandhi: A Brief Insight. OUP, New York, 2001 

4 Jaffrelot, Christophe, Analysing and Fighting Caste: Dr Ambedkar and 

Untouchability, Permanent Black, New Delhi, 2005 

5 Dennis Dalton, ‘Mahatma Gandhi: Non-Violent Power in Action’, Columbia 
University Press 1993. 

6 Gopal S. (ed) Jawaharlal Nehru, An Anthology, Oxford University Press, 1980. 

7 Parekh, Bhikhu, Nehru and the National Philosophy of India, Economic and Political 

Weekly, Vol. 26, No. 1/2 (Jan. 5-12, 1991), pp. 35-48 

 

 

Unit III. :Contending Perspectives on Nationalism 

• Aurobindo Ghose: Philosophical and Spiritual Foundations, Nationalism 

• Savarkar: Social Ideas, Theory of Hindutva 

• M.A. Jinnah: Two Nation Theory 

 

Selected Readings : 

1. Pantham Thomas, Deutch Kenneth, Political Thought in Modern India, Sage 

Publication, New Delhi, 1986. 

2. Appadorai A., Documents on Political Thought in Modern India, Vol. 1 Oxford 

University Press, 1970. 

3. Hay S., Sources of Indian Tradition, Penguin, 1997. 

4. Chousalkar Ashok, Hindutva: V.D. Savarkar and M.S. Golwalkar in Bidyut 

Chakravarty(ed) Social of Political Thought in Modern India New Delhi 2004. 

5. Dennis, Dalton, The Idea of Freedom in the Political Thought of Vivekananda and 

Aurobindo, WPSA Conference, March 22-24, Portland, Oregon 

6. Hoodbhoy, Pervez, Jinnah and the Islamic State: Setting the Record Straight, 

Economic and Political Weekly, Vol 42, Issue no 32, August 2007 

7. Noorani, A.J., Jinnah’s Commitment to Liberalism, Economic and Political Weekly, 

Vol 25, Issue 2, Jan 1990 

 

Unit III.  : Marxist and Socialist Discourse 

• M.N.Roy: Radical Humanism, Critique of Marxism 

• Rammanohar Lohia: Caste, Class Democracy 

• Jai Prakash Narayan: Critique of Parliamentary Democracy; Total Revolution 

 

Selected Readings: 

1. Chandra Bipan, India’s Struggle for Independence, New Delhi, Penguin 1989.  

2. Chousalkar Ashok, Hindutva: V.D. Savarkar and M.S. Golwalkar in Bidyut 

Chakravarty(ed) Social of Political Thought in Modern India New Delhi 2004. 

3. Jaswant, Singh, India, Partition, Independence oxford, 2005. 

https://www.google.co.in/search?espv=2&biw=1024&bih=667&q=Tradition+Modernity+Debate+Gandhi+Nehru&spell=1&sa=X&ei=j5GGVOiOJYOLuATWqoLwBQ&ved=0CBgQvwUoAA
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4. Prasad, Bimal, A Revolutionar’s Quest: Selected Writings of Jayaprakash Narayan, 

Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, Manohar, New Delhi, 2003 

5. Pantham Thomas, Deutch Kenneth, Political Thought in Modern India, Sage 

Publication, New Delhi, 1986. 
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Course No. POL1036 

International Relations-I  

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES   

• This paper is a core paper that intends to introduce students to theories of 

International Relations.  

• The paper deals with issues, concepts and themes that remain integral to the 

understanding of International Relations.  

• It introduces students to different schools of thought on IR and the diverse 

perspectives that emanate in their writings.   

COURSE OUTCOMES 

• The paper remains useful for students who intend to explore the themes and 

issues in International Relations. It assumes importance for students if they wish 

to pursue research programme in the area of international relations and Indian 

foreign policy.  

• The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exams, SLET 

exams and other competitive exams like civil services. 

 

Unit I- Theories of International Relations 

1 Theory of International Relations 

2 Three images/Levels of Analysis 

3 Non western IR theory 

Essential readings: 

• Alan C. Lamborn , Theory and the Politics in World Politics, International Studies 

Quarterly, Vol. 41, No. 2 (Jun., 1997), pp. 187-214 

• Amitav Acharya and Barry Buzan ,ed. , Non-Western InternationalRelations Theory 

Perspectives on and beyond Asia, (New York:Routledge 2010), pp. 1-27 

• Barry Buzan, The Levels of Analysis Problem in International Relations 

Reconsidered, in  Ken Booth and Steve Smith, International Relations Theory Today  

(UK: Polity Press 1995),pp.198-216 

• Kenneth N. Waltz, “Laws and Theories”, in Kenneth N. Waltz, Theory of 

International Politics (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1979), pp. 1-17. 

• Kenneth N. Waltz, “Reductionist and Systemic Theories”, in Kenneth N. Waltz, 
Theory of International Politics (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1979), pp. 60-78. 

• Kenneth N. Waltz, Man, the State and War: A Theoretical Analysis (New York: 

Columbia University Press, 1954), pp. 1-15, 224-238. 
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• Martin Wright, “Why is There No International Theory”, in James Der Derian ,ed., 

International Theory-Critical Investigations (New York: New York University 

Press,1995), pp.15-35 

• Steve Smith, “The Self Images of a Discipline: A Genealogy of International 
Relations Theory” in  Ken Booth and Steve Smith, International Relations Theory 

Today  (UK: Polity Press 1995),pp.1-37 

 

Unit II-Contending theories of International Relations 

1. Classical, Structural and Defensive Realism 

2. Liberalism, Regimes  and the International Society/ The English School 

3. Marxism and dependency theory  

Essential readings: 

• Chris Brown, “Development and Dependency” in Margot Light and A.J.R.Groom 
.ed., International Relations, A Handbook of Current Theory, London: Frances 

Pinter,1985), pp.60-73 

• Hans J. Morgenthau, Politics Among Nations: The Struggle for Power and Peace 

(New York: McGraw-Hill, 1993 [1948]), pp. 3-26. 

• John Gerrard Ruggie, “Continuity and Transformation in the World Polity: Towards a 

Neo-Realist Synthesis”, in Robert O. Keohane, ed., Neorealism and Its Critics (New 

York: Columbia University Press, 1986), pp. 131-157. 

• Kenneth N. Waltz, “Political Structures”, in Kenneth N. Waltz, Theory of 

International Politics (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1979), pp. 79-101. 

• Michael W. Doyle, “Kant, Liberal Legacies and Foreign Afairs”, in Scott P. 
Handler,ed., International Politics – Classic and Contemporary Readings (USA: CQ 

Press,2013), pp.75-81 

• Robert O. Keohane, “Theory of World Politics: Structural Realism and Beyond”, in 
Robert O. Keohane, ed., Neorealism and Its Critics (New York: Columbia University 

Press, 1986), pp. 158-202. 

• Robert Koehane. “Harmony, Cooperation and Discord”, in Scott P. Handler, ed., 
International Politics – Classic and Contemporary Readings (USA: CQ 

Press,2013),pp.92-99 

• Robert Koehane, “A Functional Theory of Regimes” in RobertJ.Art and Robert Jervis, 
ed. International Politics-Enduring Concepts and Contemporary Issues, Longman, 

2010,pp.131-137 

 

Unit III- Alternative perspectives on International Relations 

1 Postmodernism ,Critical Theory and Social constructivism 

2 Feminism in International relations 

3 Ecologism 

Essential Readings: 

• Alexandre Wendt, “Anarchy is What States Make of it: The Social Construction of 
Power Politics” in James Der Derian ,ed., International Theory-Critical Investigations 

(New York: New York University Press,1995), pp.129-177 

• Anthony Burke , “ Postmodernism” in Christian Reus Smit and Duncan Snidal ,ed., 
The Oxford Handbook of International Relations (Oxford: Oxford university Press, 

2010), pp. 359-378 
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• Jean Bethke Elshtain, “Feminist Theme and International Relations”, in James Der 
Derian ,ed., International Theory-Critical Investigations (New York: New York 

University Press,1995),  pp.340-360 

• J.Ann Tickner, “A Critique of Morganthau’s Principles of Realism,” in Robert J.Art 
and Robert Jervis, ed. International Politics-Enduring Concepts and Contemporary 

Issues, Longman, 2010, pp.17-28 

• Matthew Paterson, “IR theory: neorealism, neoinstitutionalism and the 

ClimateChange Convention”  in John Vogler and Mark F.Imber (eds) The 

Environment and  

• International Relations ( London: Routledge,1996),pp.64-83 

• Richard Devetak, “Critical Theory”, in Scott Burchill and Andrew Linklater, eds., 
Theories of International Relations (London: Macmillan Press, 1996), pp. 145-178. 

• Richard Price and Christian Reus-Smit, “Dangerous Liaisons? Critical International 

Theory and Constructivism”, European Journal of International Relations , 1998, pp. 
259–294 

• Richard Sharcott, Critical Theory, in Christian Reus Smit and Duncan Snidal ,ed., The 

Oxford Handbook of International Relations (Oxford: Oxford university Press, 2010), 

pp. 327-345 

• Ted Hopf, “The Promise of Constructivism in International Theory” in Scott P. 
Handler, ed., International Politics – Classic and Contemporary Readings (USA: CQ 

Press,2013),pp.102-107 

 

Unit-IV-Key debates in International Relations 

• Civilization, race and identity 

• Globalization and its resistance 

• Emerging world order and liberal democracy 

Essential readings: 

• Bruce Russett, “The Fact of Democratic Peace” in Scott P. Handler, ed., 
International Politics – Classic and Contemporary Readings (USA: CQ 

Press,2013),pp.257-266  

• Francis Fukuyama, “The End of History” in Scott P. Handler, ed., 
International Politics – Classic and Contemporary Readings (USA: CQ 

Press,2013),pp. 515-522 

• Richard Kahn and Douglas Kellner, “ Resisting Globalisation” in George 
Ritzer, ed. The Blackwell Companion to Globalisation (USA: Blackwell 

publishing Ltd.,2007) , pp.662-674 

• Ronald Robertson and Kathleen E. White, “What is Globalisation?” in George 
Ritzer, ed. The Blackwell Companion to Globalisation (USA: Blackwell 

publishing Ltd.,2007) , pp.54-66 

• Samuel P.Huntington, “The Clash of Civilisations?” in Scott P. Handler, ed., 
International Politics – Classic and Contemporary Readings (USA: CQ 

Press,2013),pp.530-537 

• Stephen Krasner, “The State is Alive and Well”, inRobert J.Art and Robert 
Jervis, ed. International Politics-Enduring Concepts and Contemporary 

Issues, Longman, 2010,pp. 551-556 

Further readings: 

Amitav Acharya and Barry Buzan (eds) (2010), Non Western International Relations Theory 

Perspectives on and beyond Asia, NY:  Routledge 
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Baylis, John, Steve Smith and Patricia Owens (eds.) (2011), The Globalization of World 

Politics: An Introduction to International Relations (5th edn.), Oxford: Oxford University 

Press.  

Brown, Chris and Kirsten Ainley (2005), Understanding International Relations (3rd edn.), 

New York: Palgrave Macmillan.  

Burchill, Scott et al. (2001), Theories of International Relations (2nd edn.), New York: 

Palgrave Macmillan.  

Calvocoressi, Peter (2008), World Politics Since 1945, 9th edn., New York: Routledge.  

Dunne, Tim, Milja Kurki and Steve Smith (eds.) (2013), International Relations Theories: 

Discipline and Diversity, 3rd edn., Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

Edkins, Jenny and Maja Zehfuss (eds.) (2009), Global Politics: A New Introduction, New 

York: Routledge.  

Fukuyama, ,FrancisThe End of History and The Last Man (1992). 

Griffiths, Martin et al. (2008), International Relations: The Key Concepts (2nd edn.), New 

York: Routledge.  

Huntington, Samuel “Clash of Civilizations.”  Foreign Affairs.Summer 1993. 
Mazlish, Bruce and Akire Iriye (eds.) (2005), The Global History Reader, New York: 

Routledge.  

McWilliams, Wayne C. and Harry Piotrowski (2009), The World since 1945: a History of 

International Relations (7th edn.), London: Lynne Rienner Publishers.  

Reus-Smit, Christian and Duncan Snidal (eds.) (2008), The Oxford Handbook of 

International Relations, Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

Viotti, Paul R. and Mark Kauppi (2007), International Relations and World Politics (3rd 

edn.), New Delhi: Pearson.  

Weber, Cynthia (2010), International Relations Theory: A Critical Introduction (3rd edn.) 

London: Sage. 
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Course No. POL1046 

Public Administration- I (Concept and Theories) 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

•  This paper is a core paper that intends to introduce students to theories of 

Public Administration.  

• The paper deals with the issues, concepts and themes that remain integral to the 

understanding of Public Administration.  

• It introduces students to different schools of thought on Public Administration 

and the diverse perspectives that emanate in their writings.   

COURSE OUTCOMES 

• The paper remains useful for students who intend to explore the themes and 

issues in Public Administration. It assumes importance for students if they wish 

to pursue research in the area of public policy, administration and governance.  

• The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exams, SLET 

exams and other competitive exams like civil services. 

 

Unit- 1:Public Administration as a Discipline: 

1. Concept, Evolution and Importance  

2. New Public Administration 

3. New Public Management 

 

Suggested Readings: 

• White L.D: Introduction to Study of Public Administration, Eurasia Publishing House, 

Ram Nagar, New Delhi, 1982. 

• Felix A Nigro & Lloyd G Nigro: ModernPublic Administration, Harper & Row, New 

York, 1989. 

• BL Fadia & Kuldeep Fadia, Public Administration: Administrative Theories and 

Concepts, Sahitya Bhawan Publications, Agra, 2008, Part I (Public Administration: 

Introduction). 

• Ramesh K. Arora, “New Public Administration: Premises and Performance”, Indian 

Journal of Administrative Science, Jan-June, 1990. 

• H. George Frederickson, New Public Administration, University of Alabama Press, 

1980. 

• Stephen P. Osborne and Evan Ferlie (eds) New Public Management: Current Trends 

and Future Prospects, Routledge, London, 2002. 

• Sapru, R.K: Administrative Theories and Management Thought, PHI Learning Pvt. 

Ltd, 3rd edn. Delhi, 2013, Part I & Part V. 
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Unit- 2:Theories of Public Administration I: 

1. Classical Theory and Human Relations Theory 

2. Systems Theory and Behavioral Theory 

3. Bureaucratic Theory 

 

Suggested Readings: 

• S.R Maheswari: Administrative Theories Allied Publishers Ltd., New Delhi, 1994. 

• D. Ravindra Prasad, VS Prasad, and P Satyanarayan, Administrative Thinkers, 

Sterling Publishers, New Delhi, 2004. 

• Peter Self: Administrative Theories & Politics, S. Chand & Co., New Delhi, 1981. 

• Henri Fayol: “The Administrative Theory in the State”, in L. Gulick and L. Urwick 
(eds) Papers on the Science of Administration, 1937. 

• L. Gulick, “Notes on the Theory of Organisation”, in L. Gulick and L. Urwick (eds) 

Papers on the Science of Administration, 1937. 

• Sapru, R.K: Administrative Theories and Management Thought, PHI Learning Pvt. 

Ltd, 3rd edn. Delhi, 2013, Part II & Part III. 

• BL Fadia & Kuldeep Fadia, Public Administration: Administrative Theories and 

Concepts, Sahitya Bhawan Publications, Agra, 2008, chapters 44, 45. 

 

Unit- 3: Theories of Public Administration II: 

1. Decision Making Theory 

2. Communication, Leadership and Motivation—Douglas McGregor and Abraham 

Maslow 

3. Ecological Theory  

 
Suggested Readings: 

• BL Fadia & Kuldeep Fadia, Public Administration: Administrative Theories and 

Concepts, Sahitya Bhawan Publications, Agra, 2008, chapters 18, 35, 40, 41, 42. 

• RK Arora & Meena Sogani (ed): Themes and Issues in Administrative Theory, 

Arihant Publishers, Jaipur, 1991. 

• Herbert Simon, Administrative Behavior, Fourth Ed. 1997. 

• S.R Maheswari: Administrative Theories Allied Publishers Ltd., New Delhi, 1994. 

• D. Ravindra Prasad, VS Prasad, and P Satyanarayan, Administrative Thinkers, 

Sterling Publishers, New Delhi, 2004. 

• Sapru, R.K: Administrative Theories and Management Thought, PHI Learning Pvt. 

Ltd, 3rd edn. Delhi, 2013, Part II & Part III. 

• Peter Self: Administrative Theories & Politics, S. Chand & Co., New Delhi, 1981. 

 

Unit- 4:Development Administration: 

1. Meaning, Scope and Functions 

2. Evolution and Causes for growth 

3. Bureaucracy and Development Administration 

 

Suggested Readings: 

• Singh, S: Development Administration, Asia Publishing House, Bombay, 1961. 

• Panandikar & Kshirsagar: Bureaucracy & DevelopmentAdministration, Centre for 

Policy Research, New Delhi, 1978. 
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• Sapru, R.K: Administrative Theories and Management Thought, PHI Learning Pvt. 

Ltd, 3rd edn. Delhi, 2013, Chapter 43. 

• Fadia BL, Fadia Kuldeep, Public Administration: Administrative Theories and 

Concepts, Sahitya Bhawan Publications, Agra, 2008 Chapter 11. 

 

Reading List: 

Fadia BL, Fadia Kuldeep, Public Administration: Administrative Theories and Concepts, 

Sahitya Bhawan Publications, Agra, 2008. 

Robbins, Stephen P., Judge Timothy A, Essentials of Organisational Behavior, Pearson 

Education in South Asia, Delhi, 2008. 

Arora RK, Sogani Meena (ed): Themes and Issues in Administrative Theory, Arihant 

Publishers, Jaipur, 1991. 

White L.D: Introduction to Study of Public Administration, Eurasia Publishing House, Ram 

Nagar, New Delhi, 1982. 

Maheswari, S.R: Administrative Theories Allied Publishers Ltd., New Delhi, 1994. 

Prasad,D. Ravindra, Prasad, VS, and Satyanarayan, P, Administrative Thinkers, Sterling 

Publishers, New Delhi, 2004. 

Peter Self: Administrative Theories & Politics, S. Chand & Co., New Delhi, 1981. 

Robbins, S.P; The Administrative Process, Prentice-Hall of India, Pvt.Ltd. New Delhi 1985. 

Arora, R.K: Perspectives in Administrative Theory Associated Publishing House, New Delhi, 

1979. 

Ali, Shum Sun Nisa: Eminent Administrative Thinkers Associated Publishing House, New 

Delhi, 1990. 

Nigro, Felix A & Nigro, Lloyd G: Modern Public Administration, Harper & Row, NewYork, 

1989. 

Singh, S: Development Administration, Asia Publishing House, Bombay, 1961. 

Panandikar, Pai; Personal Systems for Development Administration, Popular Prakashan, 

Bombay, 1996. 

Panandikar & Kshirsagar: Bureaucracy & DevelopmentAdministration, Centre for Policy 

Research, New Delhi, 1978. 

Baghel, CL and Kumar, Yogendra: Public Administration, Volumes I and II, Kanishka 

Publishers, Distributors, New Delhi, 2005. 

Bhattacharya, Mohit: Bureaucracy & Development Administration, Uppal Publishing House, 

New Delhi, 1979. 

Chakrabarty, Bidyut: Reinventing Public Administration: The Indian Experience Orient 

Longman, New Delhi, 2007. 

Indian Journal of Public Administration (Relevant Issues): Indian Institute of Public 

Administration, New Delhi.  
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                                                        Course No. 1054 

 

Indian Polity and Governance - I 

Value Added Course 
 

• To understand and interpret the ideas, institutions and processes of Indian Polity 

and Governance. 

• To explain the grounding ideas and principles that underlies the Indian 

constitution. 
• To understand the basic structure of the Indian Constitution, Parliament, State 

Legislatures, Executive and Judiciary. 
 
Unit 1: Constitutional Foundation 

A.) Indian Constitution- Historical Underpinnings and Significant Provisions 

B.) Amendments and Basic Structure 

C.) Issues and challenges pertaining to the federal structure  

Unit2: Parliament and State Legislatures 

A.) Structure 

B.) Functioning and conduct of business  

C.) Powers and Privileges and issues arising out of these 

Unit-3: Executive and Judiciary 

A.) Structure and Organisation 

B.) Ministries and Departments of the Government 

C.) Judicial activism and Judicial Review 

 

References: 

Chandra, Bipanetl.India after Independence (1947-2000). New Delhi: Penguin Books, 2000 

Chatterjee, Partha. Nationalist thought and the Colonial world: A derivative Discourse. New 

Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1986 

Brass, Paul R. The politics of India since Independence. New Delhi: Foundation Books, 1997 

Chandra, Bipanetl.India after Independence (1947-2000). New Delhi: Penguin Books, 2000 

Jayal, NirajaGopal and PratapBhanu Mehta.The Oxford Companion to Politics in India. New 

Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2010 

Kapur, Devesh and PratapBhanu Mehta.Public Institutions in India: Performance and 

Design. New Delhi: Oxford University Press,  2014 

Khan, Rasheeduddin, 1997, Ed. Rethinking Indian Federalism,  Inter-University Centre for 

Humanities and Social Sciences, Shimla 

Rajashekara, H. M., 1997,  The Nature of Indian Federalism: A Critique, Asian Survey, Vol. 

37, No. 3 (Mar., 1997), pp. 245-253 

Ray, Amal, 1992, New Economic Policy and Indian Federalism , Economic and Political 

Weekly, Vol. 27, No. 4 (Jan. 25, 1992), pp. 147-150 

The Constitution of India, 2016, Universal Law Publishing, New Delhi 

Tillin, Louise, 2007, United in Diversity? Asymmetry in Indian Federalism ,Publius, Vol. 37, 

No. 1 (Winter, 2007), pp. 45-67. 
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Course No. POL2016 

Political Theory -I 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

• This paper is a core paper that intends to introduce students to themes, concepts 

and debates in Political Theory. 

•  It seeks to develop new insights among students on the relevance of political 

ideas, political traditions and concepts in understanding the crisis, change and 

continuity that marks the politics in contemporary world. 

•  It starts with the explanation about the relevance of political theory and offers 

insights on the idea of state, power, nationalism, globalisation and democracy.  

 

COURSE OUTCOMES 

• The paper remains useful for students in developing ideas on politics which is 

helpful in providing theoretical insights and perspectives to students if they wish 

to pursue research programme. 

•  The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exams, SLET 

exams and other competitive exams like civil services. 

 

Unit 1: Political Theory: An Introduction 

 

1 What is Political theory? 

2 Why do we need Political Theory? 

3 Decline of Political Theory 

Reading list: 

o Mckinnon, Catriona, ‘Introduction’ in Mckinnon, Catriona (ed), Issues in Political 
Theory, New York: Oxford University Press, 2008, p 1-6 

o Bhargava, Rajeev and Ashok Acharya, Political theory: An Introduction, Pearson, 

Delhi, 2008 

o Heywood, Andrew, Political Theory, Palgrave, New York, 2005 

o Dryzek, John S., Bonnie Honig and Anne Philips, The Oxford Handbook of 

Political Theory’, Oxford University Press, 2006, 

 

Unit 2: Nation and State 

1. Nation, State and Sovereignty 

2. National Self-determination 

3. State and globalization 

Reading list: 
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o Mckinnon, Catriona, 2008, ‘Introduction’ in Mckinnon, Catriona (ed), Issues 
in Political Theory, New York: Oxford University Press, p 33-55 

o Heywood, Andrew, Political Theory, Palgrave, New York, 2005 

o Dryzek, John S., Bonnie Honig and Anne Philips, The Oxford Handbook of 

Political Theory’, Oxford University Press, 2006, 

o Bhargava, Rajeev and Ashok Acharya, Political theory: An Introduction, 

Pearson, Delhi, 2008 

 

Unit 3: Understanding Power 

1. Different dimensions: Power as decision making, power as agenda setting, power as 

thought control 

2. Ideology and power 

3. Power as subject: Foucauldian perspective 

Reading list: 

o Bhargava, Rajeev and Ashok Acharya, Political theory: An Introduction, 

Pearson, Delhi, 2008 

o Barry, B.(ed) Power and Political Theory, London, Wiley, 1976 

o Mckinnon, Catriona, 2008, ‘Introduction’ in Mckinnon, Catriona (ed), Issues 
in Political Theory, New York: Oxford University Press, p 80-99 

o Heywood, Andrew, Political Theory, Palgrave, New York, 2005 

 

Unit 4: Democracy 

1. Procedural vs. Substantive Conceptions of Democracy 

2. Liberal democracy: issues and perspectives 

3. Democracy and Citizenship 

Reading list: 

Mckinnon, Catriona, 2008, ‘Introduction’ in Mckinnon, Catriona (ed), Issues in Political 
Theory, New York: Oxford University Press, p 80-99 

Bhargava, Rajeev and Ashok Acharya, Political theory: An Introduction, Pearson, Delhi, 

2008 

Held, David, Political Theory Today, Stanford University Press, California, 1991, p 197-235 

Heywood, Andrew, Political Theory, Palgrave, New York, 2005 

Dryzek, John S., Bonnie Honig and Anne Philips, The Oxford Handbook of Political Theory’, 
Oxford University Press, 2006, 

Farrelly, Colin, Introduction to Contemporary Political Theory, Sage, 2004 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MA Syllabus (CBCS) 2016  

Department of Political Science, Gauhati University Page 21  

 

 

Course No. POL2026 

 

Politics in India  

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

• This paper is a core paper that intends to introduce students to ideas, institutions 

and processes marking politics in India.  

• The paper deals with the substantive concerns about the ideas on origin of 

Indian Democracy and the challenges it faced during different moments. It thus 

introduces the students not only to the grounding ideas and principles that 

underlie the Indian constitution but also goes beyond to explore as to how caste, 

class, gender and ethnicity have remained a perpetual concern in the studies in 

Indian Politics.  

• It situates studies on social movements in Indian context and takes us to the 

recent writings on social movements, ideology and democracy in India.  

COURSE OUTCOMES 

• The paper remains useful for students who wish to explore the ideas on 

democracy, public institutions, political processes and its Indian context. It 

assumes importance for students if they wish to pursue research programme.  

• The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exams, SLET 

exams and other competitive exams like civil services. 

 

UNIT I - Values and Ideologies 

a. Nationalism 

b. Secularism 

c. Social Justice 

Readings 

 

Bhargava, Rajeev. Ed. Secularism and Its Critics. New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1999 

 

Bruce T. McCully, 1935, The Origins of Indian Nationalism According to Native Writers, 

The Journal of Modern History, Vol. 7, No. 3 (Sep., 1935), pp. 295-314 

 

 

Chatterjee, Partha. Nationalist thought and the Colonial world: A derivative Discourse. New 

Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1986 
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 Jayal, Niraja Gopal and Pratap Bhanu Mehta. The Oxford Companion to Politics in India. 

New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2010 

 

Khare, Brij B.,1989, Indian Nationalism: The Political Origin,  The Indian Journal of Political 

Science, Vol. 50, No. 4 (Oct. - Dec. 1989), pp. 533-559 

 

Kumar, Dharma, 1994, Indian Secularism: A Note, Modern Asian Studies, Vol. 28, No. 1 

(Feb., 1994), pp. 223-224 

 

Madan, T. N., 1993, Whither Indian Secularism?,Modern Asian Studies, Vol. 27, No. 3 (Jul., 

1993), pp. 667-697 

 

Pantham, Thomas, 1997, Indian Secularism and Its Critics: Some Reflections, The Review of 

Politics, Vol. 59, No. 3, Non-Western Political Thought (Summer,1997), pp. 523-540 

 

Parkin, Raleigh, 1942, The Pattern of Indian Nationalism, The American Scholar, Vol. 11, 

No. 4 (AUTUMN 1942), pp. 389-402 

 

S. M. Gaikwad, 1998, Ambedkar and Indian Nationalism, Economic and Political Weekly, 

Vol. 33, No. 10 (Mar. 7-13, 1998), pp. 515-518 

 

Sathyamurthy,T. V. 1997, Indian Nationalism: State of the Debate, Economic and Political 

Weekly, Vol. 32, No. 14 (Apr. 5-11, 1997), pp. 715-721 

 

 

UNIT II- Contestation over nation 

1. Indian ‘nationhood’: The Idea  
2. Early challenges: Integration of princely states and re-organization of the states 

3. Demands for Self-determination and Insurgency: J& K and Assam 

Readings 

Baruah Sanjib, 2014) ‘Routine Emergencies: India’s Armed Forces Special Powers Act’ in 
Aparna Sundar and Nandini Sundar (ed.) Civil War and Sovereignty in South Asia: Regional 

and Political Economy Perspectives, New, Delhi: Sage, pp.189-211 

 

Brass, Paul R. The politics of India since Independence. New Delhi: Foundation Books, 1997 

 

Chandra, Bipan etl. India after Independence (1947-2000). New Delhi: Penguin Books, 2000 

 

Chatterjee, Partha. Nationalist thought and the Colonial world: A derivative Discourse. New 

Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1986 

 

Gogoi, Dlip, eds., 2016, Unheeded Hinterland: Identity and Sovereignty in Northeast India, 

Routledge, New Delhi  

Goswami, Uddipana, 2014, Conflict and Reconciliation: The Politics of Ethnicity in Assam, 

Routledge, New Delhi 

Mahanta, Nani Gopal, 2013, Confronting the State: ULFA’s Quest for Sovereignty, Sage, 

New Delhi 
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Subramanian, K. S., 2016, State, Policy and Conflicts in Northeast India, Routledge, New 

Delhi 

Thakur, Manindra Natha and Dhananjay Rai eds. Democracy on the Move? Reflections on 

Movements, Promises and Contradictions, Akar Books, New Delhi 

 

UNIT III- Federalism 

1. Constitutional Foundation 

2. Contestation and innovations: Fifth & Sixth Schedule, Autonomous Councils and 

Development Councils 

3. Fiscal Federalism: Sharing of Resources & Finance Commissions 

Readings 

Alam, Mohd. Anzar , 2013, Concept of Federation and Centre-State Relations,  Mainstream, 

VOL LI, No 24, June 1, 2013 

 

Brass, Paul R. The politics of India since Independence. New Delhi: Foundation Books, 1997 

 

Chandra, Bipan etl. India after Independence (1947-2000). New Delhi: Penguin Books, 2000 

 

Chatterjee, Partha. Nationalist thought and the Colonial world: A derivative Discourse. New 

Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1986 

 

Jayal, Niraja Gopal and Pratap Bhanu Mehta. The Oxford Companion to Politics in India. 

New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2010 

 

Kapur, Devesh and Pratap Bhanu Mehta. Public Institutions in India: Performance and 

Design. New Delhi: Oxford University Press,  2014  

 

Khan, Rasheeduddin, 1997, Ed. Rethinking Indian Federalism,  Inter-University Centre for 

Humanities and Social Sciences, Shimla 

Rajashekara, H. M., 1997,  The Nature of Indian Federalism: A Critique, Asian Survey, Vol. 

37, No. 3 (Mar., 1997), pp. 245-253 

Ray, Amal, 1992, New Economic Policy and Indian Federalism , Economic and Political 

Weekly, Vol. 27, No. 4 (Jan. 25, 1992), pp. 147-150 

The Constitution of India, 2016, Universal Law Publishing, New Delhi 

Tillin, Louise, 2007, United in Diversity? Asymmetry in Indian Federalism , Publius, Vol. 37, 

No. 1 (Winter, 2007), pp. 45-67. 

 

UNIT IV- Indian State 

1. Nature of the Indian State: Contending Perspectives 

2. The Developmentalist State: Change and Continuity (Nehruvian model, Green 

Revolution & New Wave of Populism-MNREGA) 

3. State and Coercion: Extraordinary Laws & Armed Forces  

Readings 

 

 

Bhambhri, C. P., 1994, Indian State, Social Classes and Secularism, Social Scientist, Vol. 22, 

No. 5/6 (May - Jun., 1994), pp. 52-69 

 

Brass, Paul R. The politics of India since Independence. New Delhi: Foundation Books, 1997 
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Chandra, Bipan etl. India after Independence (1947-2000). New Delhi: Penguin Books, 2000 

 

Chatterjee, Partha. Nationalist thought and the Colonial world: A derivative Discourse. New 

Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1986 

 

Gohain, Hiren, 1996, Extremist Challenge and Indian State: Case of Assam, Economic and 

Political Weekly, Vol. 31, No. 31 (Aug. 3, 1996), pp. 2066-2068 

 

Jayal, Niraja Gopal, 1994, The Gentle Leviathan: Welfare and the Indian State, Social 

Scientist, Vol. 22, No. 9/12 (Sep. - Dec., 1994), pp. 18-26 

 

Kelly, Michel and Deepika D’Souza. Ed. The World bank in India: Undermining 

Sovereignty, Distorting Development. New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 

 

Mohanty, Chittaranjan, 2007, Autonomy of the Indian State since Independence,The Indian 

Journal of Political Science, Vol. 68, No. 4 (OCT. - DEC., 2007), pp. 719-726 

 

Mohanty, Manoranjan.ed. Class, Caste, Gender. New Delhi: Sage, 2004 

 

Rubin, Barnet R. 1985, Economic Liberalisation and the Indian State, Third World 

Quarterly, Vol. 7, No. 4 (Oct., 1985), pp. 942-957 

 

S. K., 2000, Fifty Years of Indian State: Suggestions for Its Revitalisation, Economic and 

Political Weekly, Vol. 35, No. 18 (Apr. 29 - May 5, 2000), pp. 1509-1511 

Sen Gupta, Bhabani, 1988, Crisis of the Indian State, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 

23, No. 16 (Apr. 16, 1988), pp. 764-766 

 

Subramanian, K. S., 2016, State, Policy and Conflicts in Northeast India, Routledge, New 

Delhi 

The Constitution of India, 2016, Universal Law Publishing, New Delhi 
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Course No. POL2036 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS-II 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

• This paper is a core paper that intends to introduce students to concepts, issues 

and debates in the study of International Relations. 

•  It introduces students to the diverse perspectives that mark the understanding 

of the concepts like power, nation state and globalisation. It deals with the issues 

in political economy and the prospects and pitfalls of global governance. 

•   The paper also deals with the issues and challenges facing peace and conflict 

resolution. 

COURSE OUTCOMES 

• The paper remains useful for students who intend to explore the themes and 

issues in International Relations. It assumes importance for students if they wish 

to pursue research programme in the area of international relations in general 

and peace and conflict in particular.  

• The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exams, SLET 

exam and other competitive exams like civil services.  

Unit I: Power, stability and the Nation-State 

1. Power and stability in world politics 

2. State, sovereignty and globalisation 

3. Nations and nationalism in world politics 

Essential readings: 

• Adeed Dawisha, Nation and Nationalism: Historical Antecedents to Contemporary 

Debates, International Studies Review, Vol. 4, No. 1 (Spring, 2002), pp. 3-22 

• Charles Tilly, States and Nationalism in Europe 1492-1992, Theory and Society, Vol. 

23, No. 1 (Feb., 1994), pp. 131-146 

• David A. Baldwin, “ Power and International Relations” in Walter Carlnaes, Thomas 
Risse and Beth A. Simmons (eds) Handbook of International Relations (London: 

Sage,2002), pp.177-191 

• G. John Ikenberry, “ The stability of Post Cold War era” in RobertJ.Art and Robert 

Jervis, ed. International Politics-Enduring Concepts and Contemporary Issues, 

Longman, 2010,pp. 477-483 

• K.F. Hoslti, “State and Statehood” in Richard Little and Michael Smith (eds) 
Perspectives on World Politics (London :Routledge, 2006), pp.18-30 
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• Thomas J. Biersteket, “ State, Sovereignty and Territory” in Walter Carlnaes, Thomas 
Risse and Beth A. Simmons (eds) Handbook of International Relations (London: 

Sage,2002), pp.157-176 

• William C. Wohlforth, “Stability in a Unipolar World” in RobertJ.Art and Robert 
Jervis, ed. International Politics-Enduring Concepts and Contemporary Issues, 

Longman, 2010,pp. 469-476 

 

Unit-II : Political Economy 

1. Contending theoretical approaches in International Political Economy 

2. Capitalism and Neoliberalism 

3. Global governance, Bretton Woods system and Global Financial Crises 

Essential readings: 

• Bill Dunn, Global Political Economy-A Marxist Critique, (London: Pluto Press, 

2009). 

• Karen A. Mingst, Essentials of International Relations (London: W.W.Norton and 

Company,2003),pp. 182-216 

• Robert Gilpin , “The Nature of Political Economy” in RobertJ.Art and Robert Jervis, 
ed. International Politics-Enduring Concepts and Contemporary Issues, Longman, 

2010,pp.281-297 

• Robert O.Koehane, “Hegemony in the World Political Economy” in RobertJ.Art and 
Robert Jervis, ed. International Politics-Enduring Concepts and Contemporary 

Issues, Longman, 2010,pp.298-310 

• Spyros Economides and Peter Wilson, The Economic Factor in International 

Relations- A Brief Introduction (London:  I.B. Taurus Publishers,2001) 

• Susan Strange “Political Economy and International Relations” in Ken Booth and 
Steve Smith, International Relations Theory Today  (UK: Polity Press 1995),pp.154-

174 

• Hagen Koo , ‘World System, Class, and State in Third World Development: Toward 

an Integrative Framework of Political Economy’ ,  Sociological Perspectives, Vol. 27, 

No. 1 (Jan., 1984), pp. 33-52 

 

Unit-III: Peace and Conflict Resolution 

1. Peace and peace movements 

2. Humanitarian Intervention in world politics 

3. Conflict resolution  and diplomacy 

Essential readings: 

• David P. Barash and Charles P.Webel,  Peace and Conflict Studies (London: Sage 

Publications, 2002),pp. 1-112, 263-290 

• Hans J. Morganthau, “The Future of Diplomacy “ inRobertJ.Art and Robert Jervis, ed. 
International Politics-Enduring Concepts and Contemporary Issues, Longman, 

2010,pp.116-125 

• Peter Wallensteen, Understanding Conflict Resolution-War and Peace and the Global 

System (London: Sage Publication,2002) 

• Theo Farrell, “Humanitarian Intervention and Peace Operations” in John Baylis, 
James J.Wirtz, Colin. S. Gray, Strategy in the Contemporary World (New York: 

Oxford University Press,2010),pp. 308-328 
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• Peter Burnell & Oliver Schlumberger , ‘Promoting democracy – promoting 

autocracy? International politics and national political regimes”, Contemporary 

Politics, 16:1, 2010, pp.1-15, 

 

Unit-IV: Global Governance  

 

1. Introduction to International Law: Theories and Practice 

2. International Organizations and Non-Governmental Organizations 

3. Global civil society: concept and challenges 

 

Essential readings: 

 

• Klaus Dingwerth and Philipp Pattberg, ‘Global Governance as a Perspective on World 

Politics’, Global Governance, Vol. 12, No. 2 (Apr.–June 2006), pp. 185-203 

• Terry Nardin, ‘Theorising the International Rule of Law’, Review of International 

Studies, Vol. 34, No. 3 (Jul., 2008), pp. 385-401 

• Upendra Baxi, ‘What May the 'Third World' Expect from International Law?’, Third 

World Quarterly, Vol. 27, No. 5, Reshaping Justice: International Law and the Third 

World (2006), pp. 713-725 

• Louise Amoore and Paul Langley, ‘Ambiguities of Global Civil Society’, Review of 

International Studies, Vol. 30, No. 1 (Jan., 2004), pp. 89-110 

• Leon Gordenker and Thomas G. Weiss, ‘Pluralising Global Governance: Analytical 
Approaches and Dimensions’, Third World Quarterly, Vol. 16, No. 3, 

Nongovernmental Organisations, the United Nations and Global Governance (Sep., 

1995), pp. 357-387 

• Rupert Taylor, ‘Interpreting Global Civil Society’, Voluntas: International Journal of 

Voluntary and Nonprofit Organizations, Vol. 13, No. 4, Global Civil Society 

(December 2002), pp. 339-347 

• T. Olaf Corry, ‘Global Civil Society and Its Discontents’, Voluntas: International 

Journal of Voluntary and Nonprofit Organizations, Vol. 17, No. 4 (December 2006), 

pp. 303-324 

• Stanley Hoffmann, ‘The Role of International Organization: Limits and Possibilities’, 
International Organization, Vol. 10, No. 3 (Aug., 1956), pp. 357-372 

• Clive Archer, International Organisations, (London: Routledge, 2001) 

• Anna-Karin Lindblo, Non Governmental Organisations in International Law,(UK: 

Cambridge University Press, 2005) 

• Chris Armstrong, ‘Global Civil Society and the Question of Global Citizenship’ ,  
Voluntas: International Journal of Voluntary and Nonprofit Organizations, Vol. 17, 

No. 4 (December 2006), pp. 349-357 

 

 

Further readings: 

Anthony Giddens and David Held, eds., Classes, Power and Conflict, Los Angeles: 

University of California Press, 1982.  

 B. Hoekman, M. and Kostecki, M. M., (2008), The Political Economy of the World Trading 

System (Oxford: Oxford University Press)  

Barry, Buzan, Ole Waever and Jaap de Wilde, (eds.), “Security: A New Framework for 
Analysis,” Boulder: Lynne Rienner,1998.  
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C. Roe Goddard, Patric Cronin and Kishore C. Dash, eds., International Political Economy: 

State-Market Relations in a Changing Global Order (Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 2003).  

David McGrew & Anthony Held (eds.) Second Edition (2003), The Global Transformations 

Reader (Cambridge: Polity Press)  

David N. Balaam and Michael Veseth, Introduction to International Political Economy (New 

Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2001.  

George Crane and Abla Amawi, The Theoretical Evolution of International Political 

Economy (Oxford: OUP, 1997).  

John Baylis, Steve Smith and Patricia Owens, Fourth Edition (2008), The Globalisation of 

World Politics (New York: Oxford University Press)  

John Ravinhill, Second Edition (2008), Global Political Economy (Oxford: Oxford 

University Press)  

Keith Krause and Michael C. Williams, eds., Critical Security Studies: Concepts and Cases 

(London: UCL Press, 1997).  

Klaus Knorr, Power and Wealth: The Political Economy of International Order, London: 

Macmillan, 1973  

L.I. Rudolph and S.H. Rudolph, Explaining Indian Democracy A Fifty Year Perspective, 

1956-2006: The Realm of Institutions: State Formation and Institutional Change, New Delhi, 

OUP, 2008. 

Mary Kaldor, (2003), Global Civil Society (Cambridge: Polity Press)  

Navnita Chadha Behera, (ed.), State, People and Security: The South Asian Context, New 

Delhi: Har-Anand, 2002.  

P.S., Chasek, Downie, D.L., and Brown, J.W., Fourth Edition (2006), Global Environmental 

Politics (Boulder: West view Press)  

Peter Dicken, Fifth Edition (2007), Global Shift (London: Sage) 

RBJ Walker, ed., Culture, Ideology and World Order, Boulder: Westview Press, 1984.  

Richard Falk et.al.,Reframing the International: Law, Culture and Politics, New York: 

Routledge, 2002  

Richard Stubbs and Underhill, Geoffrey R. D, Third Edition, Political Economy and the 

Changing Global Order (Ontario: Oxford University Press)  

Robert Gilpin, The Political Economy of International Relations (Princeton: Princeton 

University Press, 1987  

Robert O’Brian and Williams, Marc, Second Edition (2007), Global Political Economy 

(Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan)  

Simon Bromley, William Brown and Suma Athreya, (eds.), Ordering the International: 

History, Change and Transformation, Pluto Press with The Open University, London, 2004.  

Stephen Krasner, Structural Conflict: The Third World Against Global Liberalism 

(University of California press, 1985) 

Steven Lukes, Power: A Radical Review , London: The Macmillan Press, 1982.  

Stuart Croft and Terry Terriff, (eds.), Critical Reflections on Security and Change, London: 

Frank Cass, 2000.  

Yosef Lapid and Freiedrich Kratochwil, eds., The Return of Culture and Identity in IR 

Theory, (Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 1997) 

Jan Jindy Pettman, ‘Nationalism and After’, Review of International Studies, Vol. 24, The 

Eighty Years' Crisis 1919-1999 (Dec.,1998), pp. 149-164 

Sheila L. Croucher, ‘Perpetual Imagining: Nationhood in a Global Era’, International Studies 

Review, Vol. 5, No. 1 (Mar., 2003), pp. 1-24 
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Jarle Simensen ‘Democracy and Globalization: Nineteen Eighty-Nine and the "Third Wave"’ 
,Journal of World History, Vol. 10, No. 2 (Fall, 1999), pp. 391-411 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



MA Syllabus (CBCS) 2016  

Department of Political Science, Gauhati University Page 30  

 

Course No. POL2046 

    Public Administration- II 

      (Contemporary issues) 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

• This paper is a core paper that intends to introduce students to concepts, issues 

and debates in the study of Public Administration.  

• It introduces students to the diverse perspectives that are relevant to the 

understanding of public policy, administration and governance.   

COURSE OUTCOMES 

• The paper remains useful for students who intend to explore the themes and 

issues in Public Administration. It assumes importance for students if they wish 

to pursue research in the area of public policy, administration and governance.  

• The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exams, SLET 

exams and other competitive exams like civil services. 

Unit-1:Key Concepts: 

1. Rationality and Efficiency 

2. Accountability and Transparency 

3. Commitment 

 

Suggested Readings: 

• Bhattacharya Mohit, Public Administration, The World Press Private Limited, 

Kolkata, 2007. 

• Arora RK & Meena Sogani (ed): Themes and Issues in Administrative Theory, 

Arihant Publishers, Jaipur, 1991. 

• Fadia BL, Fadia Kuldeep, Public Administration: Administrative Theories and 

Concepts, Sahitya Bhawan Publications, Agra, 2008. 

• Sapru, R.K: Administrative Theories and Management Thought, PHI Learning Pvt. 

Ltd, 3rd edn. Delhi, 2013, pp. 6, 429, 95, 211, 217-18. 

 

Unit-2: Challenges to Administration: 

1. Administrative Corruption. 

2. Right to Information.  

3. Minister Civil Servant Relationship. 

 

Suggested Readings: 

• Ferrel Heady, Public Administration: A Comparative Perspective, Marcel Dekker Inc, 

New York, 1996, pp. 317-321. 
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• Subhas Bhatnagar, “Administrative Corruption: How Does E-Governance Help?” 
Global Corruption Report 2003, Transparency International, New York, 2003. 

• Sapru, R.K: Administrative Theories and Management Thought, PHI Learning Pvt. 

Ltd, 3rd edn. Delhi, 2013, Chapter 40. 

• Fadia BL, Fadia Kuldeep, Public Administration: Administrative Theories and 

Concepts, Sahitya Bhawan Publications, Agra, 2008. 

 

Unit-3: Globalization and Public Administration:  

1. Challenges faced by Public Administration due to Globalization  

2. Good Governance, E-Governance and ICT. 

3. Public Private interface. 

 

Suggested Readings: 

• BK Dey, “E-Governance in India: Problems, Challenges and Opportunities- A Future 

Vision, Indian Journal of Public Administration, Vol. XLVI (3), July-Sept. 2000. 

• Subhas Bhatnagar, “Administrative Corruption: How Does E-Governance Help?” 
Global Corruption Report 2003, Transparency International, New York, 2003. 

• DF Kitt & HB Milward (eds) The State of Public Management, The John Hopkins 

University Press, Baltimore, 1996. 

• D. Osborne & T Gaebler, Reinventing Government: How the Entrepreneurial Spirit is 

Transforming the Public Sector, Prentice-Hall of India, New Delhi, 1992. 

• Sapru, R.K: Administrative Theories and Management Thought, PHI Learning Pvt. 

Ltd, 3rd edn. Delhi, 2013, Chapter 45. 

 

Unit-4: Emerging Issues in Administrative Culture: 

1. Meaning, Concept and Components of Administrative Culture 

2. Civil Society and Participatory Development; Role of Voluntary Associations  

3. Concept of Empowerment.   

 

Suggested Readings: 

• Fred W. Riggs: Administration in Developing Countries: The Theory of Prismatic 

Society, Boston, 1964. 

• Bhattacharya Mohit, Public Administration, The World Press Private Limited, 

Kolkata, 2007. 

• Bhambri, C.P: Administration in a Changing Society, National Publishing House, 

Delhi, 1972. 

• Fadia BL, Fadia Kuldeep, Public Administration: Administrative Theories and 

Concepts, Sahitya Bhawan Publications, Agra, 2008. 

 

Reading List: 

Bhattacharya Mohit, Public Administration, The World Press Private Limited, Kolkata, 2007. 

Bhambri, C.P: Administration in a Changing Society, National Publishing House, Delhi, 

1972. 

Arora RK, Sogani Meena(ed): Themes and Issues in Administrative Theory,Arihant 

Publishers, Jaipur, 1991. 

Fadia BL, Fadia Kuldeep, Public Administration: Administrative Theories and Concepts, 

Sahitya Bhawan Publications, Agra, 2008. 
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Bhattacharya Mohit, New Horizons of Public Administration, Jawahar Publishers & 

Distributors, JNU old campus, New Delhi, 2008. 

Sharma MP and Sadana, BL: Public Administration in Theory and Practice, Kitab Mahal, 

Allahabad, 2008. 

Arora, R.K, & Goyal, R; Indian Public Administration, Wishwa Prakashan, New Delhi, 1995. 

Sapru, R.K; Indian Administration, Kalyani Publishers, New Delhi, 2001. 

Sapru, R.K: Administrative Theories and Management Thought, PHI Learning Pvt. Ltd, 3rd 

edn. Delhi, 2013. 

Bhambri, C.P; Indian Administration, Kalyani Publishers, New Delhi, 2001. 

Riggs, Fred: The Ecology of Public Administration, Asia Publishing House, Bombay, 1961. 

Baghel, CL and Kumar, Yogendra: Public Administration, Volumes I and II, Kanishka 

Publishers, Distributors, New Delhi, 2005. 

Self, Peter, Government by the Market?The Politics of Public Choice, Macmillan, London, 

1993. 

Indian Journal of Public Administration, (Relevant Issues) Indian Institute of Public 

Administration, New Delhi. 
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Course No. POL2054 

 

Indian Polity and Governance-II 

Value Added Course 

 

• To understand and interpret the ideas, institutions and processes of 

Indian Polity and Governance. 

• To explain the grounding ideas and principles of 

Governance,Transparency and Accountability 

• To understand the basic issues of Citizenship, Women’s Movement, 
Culture and Identity, Nationalism, Self-determination and Autonomy 

movement 

 

Unit 1:Governance  

A.) Important aspects of Governance: Transparency and Accountability 

B.) E-Governance- Applications, Models, Potentials and Limitations 

C.) Citizen Charters- Utility and Limitations 

 

Unit 2:Issues and Challenges in Indian Politics 

A.) Citizenship 

B.) Women’s Movement 
C.) Culture and Identity 

 

Unit 3:Nationalism, Self-determination and Autonomy movement 

A.) Contemporary debates on nationalism 

B.) Self-determination and demand for autonomy 

C.) State reorganization and autonomous council 

 

References: 

Sapru, R.K., Development  Administration, Sterling Publishers Private Ltd. Delhi, 2008 

BL Fadia&KuldeepFadia, Public Administration: Administrative Theories and Concepts, 

SahityaBhawan Publications, Agra, 2008, Part I (Public Administration: Introduction). 

Stephen P. Osborne and Evan Ferlie (eds) New Public Management: Current Trends and 

Future Prospects, Routledge, London, 2002. 

Sapru, R.K: Administrative Theories and Management Thought, PHI Learning Pvt. Ltd, 3rd 

edn. Delhi, 2013, Part I & Part V. 

S.R Maheswari: Administrative Theories Allied Publishers Ltd., New Delhi, 1994. 

Sapru, R.K: Administrative Theories and Management Thought, PHI Learning Pvt. Ltd, 3rd 

edn. Delhi, 2013, Part II & Part III. 

Jayal, NirajaGopal and PratapBhanu Mehta.The Oxford Companion to Politics in India. New 

Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2010 

Brass, Paul R. The politics of India since Independence. New Delhi: Foundation Books, 1997 

Mohanty, Manoranjan.ed. Class, Caste, Gender. New Delhi: Sage, 2004 

Roy, Anupama (2010) Mapping Citizenship in India, Oxford, New Delhi 

John, Mary E, Women’s Studies in India: A Reader, Penguin, 2008 

Kumar, Radha, The History of Doing, Zubaan, New Delhi, 1993 

Menon, Nivedita, Gender and Politics in India,  

Chatterjee, Partha. Nationalist thought and the Colonial world: A derivative Discourse. New 

Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1986 
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Mahanta, NaniGopal, 2013, Confronting the State: ULFA’s Quest for Sovereignty, Sage, 
New Delhi 

Subramanian, K. S., 2016, State, Policy and Conflicts in Northeast India, Routledge, New 

Delhi 
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Course No. POL3016 

Political Theory-II 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

• This paper is a core paper that intends to introduce students to themes, concepts 

and debates in Political Theory. It seeks to develop new insights among students 

on the relevance of political ideas, political traditions and concepts in 

understanding the crisis, change and continuity that marks the study of politics 

in contemporary world.  

• It deals with the explanation and relevance of the concepts like justice, liberty, 

equality and toleration in political theory and offers insights on these concepts 

with the assistance of the recent and most updated writings in this area.  It seeks 

to explore issues in civil society and hegemony.  

• It introduces students to the idea of citizenship, its emergence and the diverse 

contestations that it has faced over the period of time.  

COURSE OUTCOMES 

• The paper remains useful for students in developing ideas on politics which is 

helpful in providing theoretical insights and perspectives to students if they wish 

to pursue research programme in any area of social science.  

• The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exams, SLET 

exams and other competitive exams like civil services. 

Unit-1 Equality and Justice 

1. Liberal Equality 

2. Libertarianism: Robert Nozik’s Entitlement Theory  
3. Rawls Theory of Justice  

4. Amartya Sen’s Perspective on Justice 

 

Reading List:  

• Boot, Martijn (2012). ‘The Aim of Theory of Justice’ in Ethical Theory and Moral 
Practice, Vol. 15, No. 1, (February 2012), pp. 7-21 

• Crowley,  Niall (2003), ‘Perspectives on Equality’ in An Irish Quarterly Review, Vol. 
92, No. 366 (Summer, 2003), pp. 107-112 

• Farrelly, Colin, Introduction to Contemporary Political Theory, Sage, 2004 

• Gaertner W, P. K. Pattanaik and Amartya Sen(1988)  An Interview with Amartya Sen , 

Social Choice and Welfare, Vol. 5, No. 1 (1988), pp. 69-79 

• Heywood, Andrew, Political Theory: An Introduction, Palgrave, New York, 2005 

• Hurter, Estelle (2011), ‘Access to justice: to dream the impossible dream?’  in The 
Comparative and International Law Journal of Southern Africa, Vol. 44, No. 

3(November 2011), pp. 408-427 
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• Kaufman,  Alexander (2004) ‘The Myth of the Patterned Principle: Rawls, Nozick and 

Entitlements’ in Polity, Vol. 36, No. 4 (Jul., 2004), pp. 559-578 

• Kymlicka, Will, (2002) Contemporary Political Philosophy: An Introduction, Oxford 

• Lederkramer, David M. ( 1979) ‘Quest on the Entitlement Theory’ in Analysis, Vol. 

39, No. 4 (Oct., 1979), pp. 219-222 

• Ludwig, Martin Rechenauer,  On Sen’s Idea of a Theory of Justice * -Maximilians-

Universität München available at https://epub.ub.uni-

muenchen.de/12572/1/DGphil_Konferenzbeitrag_Rechenauer.pdf  

• Nock, Christopher John (1992) ‘Equal Freedom and Unequal Property: A Critique of 

Nozick's Libertarian Case’ in Canadian Journal of Political Science Vol.25, No. 4 

(Dec., 1992), pp. 677-695 

• Parekh, Bikhu (1982) Contemporary Political Thinkers, Oxford  

• Richard and Andrew Mason (ed), Political Concepts, Manchester University Press, 

Manchester and New York, 2003 

• Sen, Amartya (2010) The Idea of Justice, Penguin, London 

• Taherzadeh, Shirin M. (2012), Amartya Sen’s Contribution to a Theory of Social 
Justice,The University of Cape Town, Faculty of Law (Student Research Paper) 

Bellamy, *  

 

 

Unit-2 Liberty and Toleration  

1. The Positive and Negative Liberty: Isaiah Berlin  

2. A Third Concept of Liberty: Quentin Skinner 

3. Liberty, equality and justice: Interlinkages 

4. Liberal Toleration 

 

Reading List: 

 

 

•  Berlin, I. (1958) “Two Concepts of Liberty.” In Isaiah Berlin (1969) Four Essays on 
Liberty. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

• Farrelly, Colin, Introduction to Contemporary Political Theory, Sage, 2004 

• Frisch,  Morton J.  (1998) A Critical Appraisal of Isaiah Berlin's Philosophy of 

Pluralism in The Review of Politics, Vol. 60, No. 3 (Summer, 1998), pp. 421-433 

•  Hanley,  Ryan Patrick (2004) Political Science and Political Understanding: Isaiah 

Berlin on the Nature of Political Inquiry in The American Political Science Review, 

Vol. 98, No. 2 (May, 2004), pp. 327-339 

• Heywood, Andrew, Political Theory: An Introduction, Palgrave, New York, 2005 

• Mckinnon, Catriona(ed), Issues in Political Theory, New York: Oxford University 

Press, 2008 

• Murphy, Andrew R (1997), Tolerance, Toleration, and the Liberal Tradition in  

Polity, Vol. 29, No. 4 (Summer, 1997), pp. 593-623 

• Nelson, Eric Liberty (2005) One Concept Too Many? Political Theory, Vol. 33, No. 1 

(Feb., 2005), pp. 58-78 

• Sen, Amartya (1992), Minimal Liberty’ in Economica, New Series, Vol. 59, No. 234 

(May, 1992), pp. 139-159 

https://epub.ub.uni-muenchen.de/12572/1/DGphil_Konferenzbeitrag_Rechenauer.pdf
https://epub.ub.uni-muenchen.de/12572/1/DGphil_Konferenzbeitrag_Rechenauer.pdf
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• Skinner, Quentin (2002) A Third Concept of Liberty, Proceedings of the British 

Academy, 117, pp 237-68  

• Spector,  Horacio (2010), ‘Four Conceptions of Freedom’ in Political Theory, Vol. 

38, No. 6 (December 2010), pp. 780-808 

• Ten, Chin Liew (1999) ‘Liberal Toleration’ Social Research, Vol. 66, No. 4, 

LIBERTY AND PLURALISM (WINTER 1999), pp. 1167-1189 

 

Unit-3 Civil Society, Political Society and Hegemony 

1. Civil Society: Contending Perspectives 

2. Civil Society and Political Society: The Linkages 

3. Hegemony: The Gramscian Tradition 

4. Civil Society, Hegemony and Democracy 

 

Reading List: 

 

• Bellamy, Richard and Andrew Mason (ed), Political Concepts, Manchester University 

Press, Manchester and New York, 2003 

• Bhargava, Rajeev and Ashok Acharya, Political theory: An Introduction, Pearson, 

Delhi, 2008 

• Buttigieg,  Joseph A. (1995) Gramsci on Civil Society in Bundary 2, Vol. 22, No. 3 

(Autumn, 1995), pp. 1-32 

• Buttigieg, Joseph A. (1986) The Legacy of Antonio Gramsci’ in Boundary 2, Vol. 14, 

No. 3, (Spring, 1986), pp. 1-17 

• Chandhoke, Neera (2007) Civil Society, Development in Practice, Vol. 17, No. 4/5 

(Aug., 2007), pp. 607-614 

• Gudavarthy, Ajay and G. Vijay (2007) Antinomies of Political Society: Implications 

of Uncivil Development in Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 42, No. 29 (Jul. 21-

27, 2007), pp. 3051-3059 

•  Heywood, Andrew, Political Theory, Palgrave, New York, 2005 

• Joseph, Sarah (2002) Society vs State? Civil Society, Political Society and Non-Party 

Political Process in India in Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 37, No. 4 (Jan. 26 - 

Feb. 1, 2002), pp. 299-305 

• Mckinnon, Catriona(ed), Issues in Political Theory, New York: Oxford University 

Press, 2008 

• Morera,  Esteve (1990), ‘Gramsci and Democracy’ in Canadian Journal of Political 

Science 23, No. 1 (Mar., 1990), pp. 23-37 

• Mukherjee, Sanjeeb (2010) Civil Society in the East, and the Prospects of Political 

Society in Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 45, No. 5 (JANUARY 30-

FEBRUARY 5, 2010),pp. 57-59, 61-63 

• Puri, Ellora (2004) Civil and Political Society: A Contested Relationship? Economic 

and Political Weekly, Vol. 39, No. 32 (Aug. 7-13, 2004), pp. 3593-3594 

• Sen, Arup Kumar (2003), ‘Gramsci's Marxism’ in Economic and Political Weekly, 

Vol. 38, No. 10 (Mar. 8-14, 2003), p. 918 

Social Problems, Vol. 27, No. 5, (Sociology of Political Knowledge Issue: 

TheoreticalInquiries, Critiques and Explications (Jun., 1980), pp. 584-600) 

• Woolcock,  Joseph A (1985) ‘Politics, Ideology and Hegemony in Gramsci's Theory’ 
in Social and Economic Studies, Vol. 34, No. 3 (SEPTEMBER 1985), pp. 199-210 
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Unit-4 Citizenship 

1. Evolution of the concept of citizenship 

2. T H Marshall’s ideas on citizenship 

3. Limits of liberal citizenship: Issues of feminism and multiculturalism 

4. Citizenship and cosmopolitanism 

 

Reading List: 

 

• Bhargava, Rajeev and Ashok Acharya, Political theory: An Introduction, Pearson, 

Delhi, 2008 

• Dryzek, John S., Bonnie Honig and Anne Philips, The Oxford Handbook of Political 

Theory’, Oxford University Press, 2006, 

• Erel,  Umut (2010) ‘Feminist Citizenship: Activating Politics and Theory’ in 

Women's Studies Quarterly, Vol. 38, No. 1/2, CITIZENSHIP (SPRING/SUMMER 

2010),pp. 289-294 

• Heywood, Andrew, Political Theory, Palgrave, New York, 2005 

• Kymlicka, Will, (2002) Contemporary Political Philosophy: An Introduction, Oxford 

• Mann, Michael  (1987) ‘Ruling Class Strategies and Citizenship’ in Sociology, Vol. 

21, No. 3 (August 1987), pp. 339-354 

• Mckinnon, Catriona(ed), Issues in Political Theory, New York: Oxford University 

Press, 2008 

• Richardson, Diane (1998) Sexuality and Citizenship’ in Sociology, Vol. 32, No. 1 
(FEBRUARY 1998), pp. 83-100 

• Roy, Anupama (2010) Mapping Citizenship in India, Oxford, New Delhi 

• Yuval-Davis, Nira, ‘Women, Citizenship and Difference’, Feminist Review, No 57, 

Autumn, 1997, p 4-27 
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Course No. POL3026 

Research Methodology-I 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

• This paper is a core paper that intends to introduce students to the themes and 

issues in research methodology. The paper deals with the issues, concepts and 

themes that remain integral to the understanding of research methodology.  

• It introduces students to the idea of research and explains the significance of 

understanding the idea of theories, methods and methodology. It deals with the 

emergence of positivism and scientific method.   

• It undertakes the debate on relevance and validity and explores the distinctions 

between quantitative and qualitative methods. It introduces students to different 

methods and concerned techniques employed in social science research.  

COURSE OUTCOMES 

• The paper remains useful for students if they wish to pursue research in any 

area of social science. 

•  The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exams and 

SLET exams. 

 

UNIT 1 : Introduction to Research Methods 

1 Emergence of Positivism and Scientific Methods  

2 Problem of Objective Research  

3 Constructionism and Social Research  

4 Ethics in Research  

UNIT 2: Theory Building 

1 Introduction: Definition and objectives of Research  

2 Types of Research, Various Steps in Research  

3 Research and Theory 

4 Process of Theory Building  

UNIT 3 : Types of Research Methods 

1 Pure and Applied Research 

2 Explorative Research and Action Research 

3 Mixed Methods of Research: Key points 

4 Combining Quantitative and Qualitative Research   

UNIT 4 : Nature of Inquiry 

1 Nature of Qualitative Research  

2 Nature of Quantitative Research  

3 Ethnography and Participant Observation  
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4 Case Study and Content Analysis  

Reading List: 

 

• Social Research Methods, Alan Bryman, Oxford University Press, 2009 

• Methodology of Research in Social Sciences by O. R. Krishnaswamy and M. 

Rangnatham , Himalaya publication House, 2005, 

• Research Methodology: Methods and Techniques by C. R. Kothari, New Age 

International, 2006.  

• SPSS online manual 

• Research Methods , Ram Ahuja, 2001, Rawat Publications. New Delhi.  

• PV Young, Scientific Social Survey and Research, Prentice Hall of India ltd, New 

Delhi, 1984.   
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Course No. POL3036 

Politics of Social and New Social Movement. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

• This paper is an elective paper that intends to introduce students to the themes 

and issues in the study of social movements in general and its Indian context in 

particular.  

• It seeks to develop new insights among students on the diverse perspectives and 

theories of social movements and seeks to reflect upon the linkages between 

social movements, state and democracy.   

• It seeks to study various components and major characteristics of social 

movements.  It deals with the explanation and relevance of different kind of 

social movements that have taken place in India and how the character and 

nature of social movements have undergone change over a period of time.  

COURSE OUTCOMES 

• The paper remains useful for students in developing theoretical insights and 

perspectives in the study of social movements if they wish to pursue research in 

the area of social movements, political mobilisation, ethnic issues and civil 

society. 

•  The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exams, SLET 

exams and other competitive exams like civil services. 

 

Unit – 1: Concept and Theories of Social Movement : 

1 Relative Deprivation and Reference Group Theory 

2 Rational Actor Theory 

3 Contribution of Herbert Blumer and Neil J. Smellser 

4 Marxian and Post Marxian Approaches 

Reading list: 

• Blumer, Herbert,   Collective Behaviour in A.McChung Lee ed. Principles of 

Sociology, Barnes, New York, 1969                                                                                                                         

• Crossley, NickMaking Sense of Social Movements, Open University Press, UK, 2000 

• Macionis, Fhon and Plummer, Ken, Sociology: A Global introduction, Pearson, 

London  

• Singh, Rajinder,     Social Movement: Old and New: A Post-modernist Critique, 

SAGE Publications,   New Delhi 1990 

 

Unit – 2 : Concept and Theories New Social Movement : 

1 What is new about new social movement? 

2 Resource Mobilization Theory 
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3 Contribution of Habermas and Bourdieu 

Reading list 

• Cohen, Robin and Rai, M. Shirin, Global SocialMovements, Athlon Press, London, 

2000. 

• Crossley, Nick Making Sense of Social Movements, Open University Press, UK, 2002 

• Habermas, JNew Social Movements, Telos, 49:33-37 and Structural Transformation 

of Public Sphere, Polity Press, Cambridge,  

• Crossley, Nick Making Sense of Social Movements, Open University Press, UK, 2002  

• Singh, Rajinder,     Social Movement: Old and New: A Post-modernist Critique, 

SAGE Publications,  New Delhi 1990 

 

Unit – 3 : Studies of Social Movements in India 

1 Peasant Movements; Tebhaga and Naxalbari 

2 Working Class Movement 

3 Ethnic movements in India : Naga Movement, Assam movement, Bodo Movement 

Reading list 

• Bannerji, Sumanta,  In the Wake of Naxalbati Movement, Subarnarekha, Calcutta, 

1980, 

• Desai, A.R, ed.          Peasant Struggles in India, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 

1979, 

• ---------------------Agrarian Struggles in India After Independence, OUP, Delhi  1986. 

• Hussain, Monirul ,  The Assam Movement: Class, Ideology and Identity, Manak 

Publications, Delhi, 1993 

• Misra, Udayaon ,    Periphery Strikes Back, Indian Institute of Advanced Study, 

Shimla, 2002,  

• Mukherji, Partha N   Naxalbari Movement, Monohar, New Delhi, 1980 

• Guha, Amalendu,    Planters Raj to Swraj, P.P. House, New Delhi 1980. 

• Rao, MSA,  Social Movements in India: Studies in Peasant, Backard Classes, 

Sectarian, Tribal and 

• --------------------Womens Movements, Monohar Publications, New Delhi 1990  

 

 Unit – 4 : Studies of New Social Movements in India 

1 Ecological/environmental/Green Peace 

2 Movement Against Mega Dams : (a) Narmada and (b) North East India 

3 Feminist Movement 

4 Peace Movement 

5 Dalit Movement 

Reading list 

• Choudhury, Maitrayee ed. Feminism in India, Zed Books, New Delhi, 2005 

• Hussain, Monirul, Interrogating Development: State, Displacement and Popular 

Resistance in North East  India, SAGE Publications, New Delhi2008, 

• Laxlu, Manmohan, Women in Indian Struggle, Sterling, New Delhi 1985 

• Guha, Ramachandra, Social Ecology, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 1998 

• Shiva, Vandana,      Ecofeminism, Zed Books, London, 1984. 

 

Additional Readings:  
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Students should consult websites, wikipedia and relevant papers published in Economic and 

Political Weekly. 
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Course No. POL3046 

Indian Foreign Policy 

 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

• This paper is an elective paper that intends to introduce students to the themes 

and issues in the study of Indian Foreign Policy. It seeks to develop new insights 

among students on the diverse perspectives that have emerged to offer 

explanation and understanding on the crisis, change and continuity that marks 

the study of foreign policy in India.  

•  It seeks to study various components, core institutions, major determinants and 

significant moments of Indian foreign policy. It intends to explore the nuclear 

options that India carries amidst the changing world order.   

• It deals with the shift and orientation in Indian foreign policy and India’s 
engagements with both the major powers of the world as well as major regions in 

the world. 

COURSE OUTCOMES  

• The paper remains useful for students who wish to pursue research in the area of 

foreign policy and international relations. 

•  The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exams, SLET 

exams and other competitive exams like civil services. 

 

Unit-1 Indian foreign policy: origin, determinants and major themes  

1. Origin of foreign policy in India 

2. Major determinants of foreign policy in India 

3. Institutions of foreign policy making in India 

4. Nonalignment: challenges and relevance 

Readings: 

• Bandopadhyay, J.2003. The Making of India’s Foreign Policy: Determinants, 
Institutions, Processes and Personalities. New Delhi: Allied Publishers 

• Dutt, V.P. 2007. India’s Foreign Policy since Independence. New Delhi: National 
Book Trust 

• Kapur, Harish. 2009. Foreign Policies of India’s Prime Ministers. New Delhi: 
Lancer.   

• Malone, David M.2011. Does the Elephant Dance? Contemporary Indian Foreign 

Policy. New Delhi: Oxford University Press (p.1-46) 

• Mohan, C. Raja. 2003. Crossing the Rubicon: the Shaping of India’s New Foreign 
Policy. New Delhi: Viking. 
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• Sikri, Rajiv. 2010. Challenge and Strategy: Rethinking India’s Foreign Policy. New 
Delhi: Sage  

 

Unit-2 Emerging themes in Indian foreign policy 

1. India and the changing global balance of power  

2. India and the nuclear non-proliferation order 

3. India’s foreign economic policy 

4. Indian foreign policy and quest for energy security 

Readings: 

• Chimni, B.S. 2010. ‘Mapping Indian Foreign Economic Policy’ International Studies, 

No.2-4 pp.163-186 

• Hagerty, Devin T. 2009. ‘India and the Global Balance of Power: A Neorealist 
Snapshot’ in Harsh V. Pant ed., Indian Foreign Policy in a Unipolar World. New 

Delhi: Routledge Taylor & Francis. Pp.23-42. 

• Kirk, Jason A.2010. ‘The Evolution of India’s Nuclear Policies’, in Sumit Ganguly 
ed. India’s Foreign Policy: Retrospect and Prospect. New Delhi: Oxford University 

Press. 

• Malone, David M.2011. Does the Elephant Dance? Contemporary Indian Foreign 

Policy. New Delhi: Oxford University Press (pp.47-100 & 249-273) 

• Mansingh, Surjit.2010. ‘Assessing Reorientation of India’s Foreign Policy in a 
Globalised World’ International Studies, No.2-4 pp.143-162 

• Mistry, Dinshaw.2010. ‘Domestic and International Influence on India’s Energy 
Policy,1947-2008’, in Sumit Ganguly ed. India’s Foreign Policy: Retrospect and 
Prospect. New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

• Mukherji, Rahul.2010. ‘India’s Foreign Economic Policies’, in Sumit Ganguly ed. 
India’s Foreign Policy: Retrospect and Prospect. New Delhi: Oxford University 

Press. 

• Pant, Harsh V. 2009. Indian Foreign Policy in a Unipolar World. New Delhi: 

Routledge Taylor & Francis.  

•  Pardesi, Manjeet S. & Ganguly, Sumit. 2009. India and Energy Security: A Foreign 

Policy Priority in Harsh V. Pant ed., Indian Foreign Policy in a Unipolar World. New 

Delhi: Routledge Taylor & Francis. Pp.99-130. 

• Raja Mohan, C.2009. ‘India and the Emerging Non-Proliferation Order: The Second 

Nuclear Age’ in Harsh V. Pant ed., Indian Foreign Policy in a Unipolar World. New 

Delhi: Routledge Taylor & Francis. Pp.43-72 

• Talbott, Strobe.2004. Engaging India: Diplomacy, Democracy and the Bomb. 

Washington: Brooking Institution Press 

 

Unit-3 India and the major global powers 

1. India and the US 

2. India and China 

3. India and Russia 

4. India and the EU 

Readings: 

 

• Bava,Ummu Salma. 2010. ‘India and the European Union: From Engagement to 
Strategic Partnership’ International Studies, No.2-4 pp.373-387 
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• Cameron, Fraser. 2009. ‘India and the EU: A Long Road Ahead’ in Harsh V. Pant ed., 
Indian Foreign Policy in a Unipolar World. New Delhi: Routledge Taylor & Francis. 

Pp.209-230 

• Chenoy, Anuradha M. 2010. ‘India and Russia in the Changing International Setting’ 
International Studies, No.2-4 pp.435-448 

• Dutt,V.P. 2010. ‘India and China: The Past and Future’ International Studies, No.2-4 

pp.403-412 

• Fair, C.Christine. 2009. ‘India and theUS: Embracing a New Paradigm’ in Harsh V. 
Pant ed., Indian Foreign Policy in a Unipolar World. New Delhi: Routledge Taylor & 

Francis. Pp.131-162 

• Mailk, Mohan. 2009. ‘India and China: As China Rises, India Stirs’ in Harsh V. Pant 
ed., Indian Foreign Policy in a Unipolar World. New Delhi: Routledge Taylor & 

Francis. Pp.163-191. 

• Malone, David M.2011. Does the Elephant Dance? Contemporary Indian Foreign 

Policy. New Delhi: Oxford University Press (pp.129-178, 224-248) 

• Mohan, C. Raja. 2003. Crossing the Rubicon: the Shaping of India’s New Foreign 
Policy. New Delhi: Viking. 

• Ollapally, Deepa M.. 2009. ‘India and Russia: Renewing the Relationship: ’ in Harsh 
V. Pant ed., Indian Foreign Policy in a Unipolar World. New Delhi: Routledge 

Taylor & Francis. Pp.192-208 

• Sikri, Rajiv. 2010. Challenge and Strategy: Rethinking India’s Foreign Policy. New 

Delhi: Sage  

 

Unit-4 India’s regional foreign policy 

1. India and South Asia 

2. India and East Asia and South East Asia 

3. India and Middle East 

4. India and Africa 

Readings: 

 

• Basrur, Rajesh M.. 2010. ‘Global Quest and Regional Reversal: Rising India and 

South Asia’ International Studies, No.2-4 pp.267-284 

• Burgess, Stephen F. 2009. ‘India and South Asia: Towards a Benign Hegemony’ in 
Harsh V. Pant ed., Indian Foreign Policy in a Unipolar World. New Delhi: Routledge 

Taylor & Francis. Pp.231-250 

• Dabhade, Manish. 2009. ‘India and East Asia: A Region ‘Rediscovered’ in Harsh V. 
Pant ed., Indian Foreign Policy in a Unipolar World. New Delhi: Routledge Taylor & 

Francis. Pp.305-322 

• Harshe, Rajen. 2010. ‘India and Africa in the Post-Cold War Period: An Overview’ 
International Studies, No.2-4 pp.347-362 

• Harshe,R.(2009). ‘South Asian Regional Cooperation: Problems and Prospects’ in R. 
Harshe and K.M. Seethi (eds.) Engaging the World: Critical Reflections on India’s 
Foreign Policy. New Delhi: Orient Blackswan 

• Kondapalli, Srikanth. 2010. ‘India’s Interaction with East Asis: Opportunities and 
Challenges’ International Studies, No.2-4 pp.305-322 

• Malone, David M.2011. Does the Elephant Dance? Contemporary Indian Foreign 

Policy. New Delhi: Oxford University Press (pp.101-128,179-197, 198-223) 
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• Mohan, C. Raja. 2003. Crossing the Rubicon: the Shaping of India’s New Foreign 
Policy. New Delhi: Viking. 

• Naidu, G.V.C. 2010. ‘India and the Southeast Asia’ International Studies, No.2-4 

pp.285-304 

• Pant, Harsh V. 2009. ‘India and Middle East: A Re-Assessment of Priorities?’ in 
Harsh V. Pant ed., Indian Foreign Policy in a Unipolar World. New Delhi: Routledge 

Taylor & Francis. Pp.251-276 

• Pasha, A.K. 2010. ‘New Direction in India’s Role in West Asia and Persian Gulf’ 
International Studies, No.2-4 pp.333-346 

• Sikri, Rajiv. 2010. Challenge and Strategy: Rethinking India’s Foreign Policy. New 
Delhi: Sag 
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         Course No. POL3056 

Gender and Politics 

 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

• This paper is an elective paper that intends to introduce students to themes and 

issues in the study of gender and politics.  It seeks to develop new insights among 

students on the diverse perspectives that have emerged to offer explanation and 

understanding on the origin and consolidation of patriarchy and its relationship 

with the idea of state. 

•  It introduces the students to debates in western political tradition on 

patriarchy, feminism, nature-culture dichotomy, public- private dichotomy and 

tries to situate it in the Indian context. In this regard readings on Uniform Civil 

Code, Personal Laws, women reservation and political representation are 

invoked. 

•  The paper aims to study development and the women question.  Also this paper 

attempts to explore the idea of violence, its various manifestations and forms 

and the subjection of women. 

COURSE OUTCOMES 

• The paper remains useful for students who wish to pursue research in the area of 

gender studies and development.  

• The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exam and SLET 

exam. 

 

Unit 1: Basic concepts: 

1 Sex and gender; gender socialization and stereotyping; gender division of labour; 

Masculinity/Feminity, Private-public Dichotomy Equality and difference,  

2 Patriarchy  

3 Feminism  

Reading list: 

• Bhasin, Kamla, Understanding Gender, Kali for Women, New Delhi, 1999. 

• Bhasin Kamla, What is Patriarchy?, Kali for Women, New Delhi, 1993 

• Geetha, V,Gender, Stree Publications, 2002 

• Menon, Nivedita, Seeing like a Feminist,  

• Walby, Sylvia, Theorising Patriarchy, Blackwell Publishers, UK, 1990,  

• Okin, Susan Moller, The Public/Private Dichotomy in Farrely, Collin(ed), 

Contemporary Political Theory, Sage Publications, New Delhi, 2004, pg 185-194. 
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• Bhasin, Kamla, Exploring Masculinity, Women Unlimited, New Delhi, 2004. 

 

Unit 2: Gender and development 

1 Gender critiques of development;Alternative approaches-WID,WAD,GAD 

2 Women and work- gender gap, sexual division of labour  

3 Women and Health 

Reading List: 

• Visvanathan, Nalini, Lynn Duggan,  Nan Wiegersma and  Laurie Nionoff(ed) The 

Women, Gender and Development Reader, Zed Books, London, 2011. 

• Kapadia, K (ed.) 2002. The violence of development: the politics of identity, gender 

& social inequalities in India 

• John, Mary E, Women’s Studies in India: A Reader, Penguin, 2008 

• Allandale, Ellen, Women’s Health and Social Change, Routledge, 2009 

 

Unit 3: Gender and the State 

1 Indian constitution and Women’s rights, Political participation of women and the 
Reservation debate 

2 Citizenship and feminist debates  

3 Women’s movement and the state 

Reading List: 

• Rajan, Rajeswari Sunder, The Scandal of the State: Women, Law and Citizenship in 

Postcolonial India, Duke University Press, London, 2003 

• Sen, Samita, Towards a Feminist Politics? The Indian Women’s Movement in 
Historical Perspective, Policy Research Report on Gender and Development, Working 

Paper Series No. 9, available online at http: //www.worldbank.org/gender/prr. 

• John, Mary E(ed), Women’s Studies: A Reader, Penguin Books, 2008 

• Chaudhuri, Maitreyee, Gender in the making of the Indian Nation State, Sociologial 

Bulletin, Vol 48, No1/2 (March –September) 1999. 

• Khullar, Mala(ed.), Writing the Women’s Movement: a Reader, Zubaan,New Delhi, 
2005 

• Kumar, Radha, The History of Doing, Zubaan, New Delhi, 1993 

• Dietz, Mary G, Context is All: Feminism and Theories of Citizenship, Daedalus, Vol. 

116, No. 4, Learning about Women: Gender, Politics, and Power (Fall, 1987), pp. 1-

24 

• Menon, Nivedita, Gender and Politics in India,  

• Yuval-Davis, Nira, Women, Citizenship and Difference, Feminist Review, No 57,    

Autumn, 1997, p 4-27. 

 

Unit 4: Contemporary issues 

1 Violence against women- Rape, Sexual Harassment, Domestic Violence. 

2 Sexuality-LGBT movement 

3 Personal laws and the UCC debate 

Reading List 

• Khullar, Mala(ed), Writing the Women’s Movement: A Reader, Zubaan Books, New 
Delhi, 2005 

• Kumar, Radha, The History of Doing, Kali for Women, 1993 

• John, Mary E, Women’s Studies in India: A Reader, Penguin, 2008 
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• Newbigin, Eleanor, Personal Law and Citizenship in India’s Transition to 

Independence, Modern Asian Studies / Volume 45 / Special Issue 01 / January 2011, 

pp 7 – 32 
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Course No. POL3066 

Comparative Public Administration 

(India, UK And USA) 

  

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

• This paper is an elective paper that intends to introduce students to concepts, 

issues and debates in the study of Comparative Public Administration. 

•  It introduces students to the comparative perspective in the study of Public 

Administration. It deals with the significant features of administration in India, 

the US and the UK.  

COURSE OUTCOMES 

• The paper remains useful for students who intend to explore the themes and 

issues in Public Administration. It assumes importance for students if they wish 

to pursue research in the area of public policy, administration and governance.  

• The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exam and SLET 

exam. 

 

Unit- 1:Concept and Approaches: 

1. Concept and Scope of Comparative Public Administration,  

2. Origin and Development of Comparative Public Administration  

3. Approaches to study – Ecological and Structural Functional. 

 

Suggested Readings: 

• Arora, Ramesh K., ComparativePublic Administration (An Ecological Perspective), 

BL Fadia & Kuldeep Fadia, Associated Publishing House, New Delhi, 2008. 

• Viswanathan, V.N: Comparative Public Administration, Sterling Publishers Ltd, New 

Delhi, 1996. 

 

Unit- 2:Salient features of administrative systems:  

1. Salient features of administrative systems of India, UK and USA.  

2. Merit System: Concept, Origin, Development and existing status (India, UK and 

USA) 

Suggested Readings: 

• Stahl, O.G., Public Personnel Administration, Harper & Oval Row, New York. 

• Viswanathan, V.N: Comparative Public Administration, Sterling Publishers Ltd, New 

Delhi, 1996. 

 
Unit- 3:Budgeting: 

1. Budget procedure and practice. 

2. Legislative control over expenditure (India, UK and USA). 
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3. Audit in India, UK & USA. 

Suggested Readings: 

• Viswanathan, V.N: Comparative Public Administration, Sterling Publishers Ltd, New 

Delhi, 1996. 

 

Unit- 4:Legislative Control over Administration andAdministrative Reforms: 

1. Legislative control over administration in India and USA – 

2. Administrative Reforms in India and UK. 

3. Grievance Redressal Machinery: Concept of Ombudsman: Lokpal in India, 

Parliamentary Commissioner in UK. 

Suggested Readings: 

• S.R. Maheshwari, Administrative Reforms in India, Macmillan India, New Delhi, 

2003. 

• Bidyut Chakrabarty, Reinventing Public Administration: The Indian Experience, 

Orient Longman Private Limited, New Delhi, 2007. 

 

Reading List: 

Arora, Ramesh K., ComparativePublic Administration (An Ecological Perspective), 

Associated Publishing House, New Delhi, 2008. 

Viswanathan, V.N: Comparative Public Administration, Sterling Publishers Ltd, New Delhi, 

1996. 

Arora, Ramesh K. (ed.) Perspectives in Administrative Theory, New Delhi, Associated 

Publishing House, New Delhi, 1979. 

Arora, Ramesh K., Administrative Theory, IIPA, New Delhi, 1984. 

McSwite, O.C., Postmodernism, Public Administration and the Public Interest, in Gary L. 

Wamsly and James F. Wolf (Eds.), Refounding Democratic Public Administration, Sage, 

London, 1996. 

Sharma, R.D., (Ed), Administrative Systems of Developing Societies, Mittal, New Delhi, 

1999. 

Maheshwari, S.R., Administrative Reforms in India, Macmillan India, New Delhi, 2003. 

Chakrabarty, Bidyut, Reinventing Public Administration: The Indian Experience, Orient 

Longman Private Limited, New Delhi, 2007. 

Dhameja, Alka(ed.), Contemporary Debates in Public Administration.Prentice Hall of India, 

New Delhi, 2003. 

Stahl, O.G., Public Personnel Administration, Harper Ovel row  
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   Course No. POL3076 

Political Ideas And Ideologies 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

• This paper is an elective paper that intends to introduce students to political 

ideas and ideologies in western political tradition.  Drawing upon the origin, 

meaning and relevance of political ideologies, it seeks to develop new insights 

among students to understand the crisis, change and continuity that mark the 

study of contemporary politics.  

• The paper deals with certain relevant political ideologies and also interrogates 

the ‘end of ideology theses’.  

COURSE OUTCOMES 

• The paper remains useful for students in developing ideas on politics which is 

helpful in providing theoretical insights and perspectives to students if they wish 

to pursue research programme in any area of social science. 

•  The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exam, SLET 

exam     and other competitive exams like civil services. 

Unit 1:  Introduction to Ideology 

1. Understanding Ideology 

2. Liberalism 

3. Marxism 

Unit 2:  

1. Nationalism 

2. Anarchism 

3. Fascism 

Reading List: 

• Eccleshall, Robert, et al (eds), Political Ideologies: An Introduction, Routledge, 

London and NewYork, 2003 

• Heywood, Andrew, Political Ideologies: An Introduction, PalgraveMacmillan, 2012 

• Farrelly, Colin, Contemporary Political Theory: A Reader, Sage Publications, 

London, 2004 

 

Unit 3: 

1. Feminism 

2. Ecologism 

3. Religious Fundamentalism 

Reading List: 

• Tong, Rosemary, Feminist Thought: A more Comprhensive Introduction, Westview 

Press, 2009 
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• Eccleshall, Robert, et al (eds), Political Ideologies: An Introduction, Routledge, 

London and NewYork, 2003 

• Heywood, Andrew, Political Ideologies: An Introduction, PalgraveMacmillan, 2012 

 

Unit 4: 

1. Multiculturalalism 

2. Postmodernism 

3. Ideological dimension of globalization 

4. End of Ideology debate 

Reading list: 

• Eccleshall, Robert, et al (eds), Political Ideologies: An Introduction, Routledge, 

London and NewYork, 2003 

• Farrelly, Colin, Contemporary Political Theory: A Reader, Sage Publications, 

London, 2004 

• Butler, Christopher, Postmodernism: A Very Short Introduction, OUP, 2002 

• Stegar , Manfred B, Globalisation: A very Short Introduction,  
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      Course No. POL3086 

Democracy and Multiculturalism 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

• This paper is an optional paper that intends to introduce students to themes and 

issues in the study of democracy and multiculturalism.  It seeks to develop new 

insights among students on the diverse perspectives that have emerged to offer 

explanation and understanding on the origin and consolidation of the idea of 

multiculturalism in western society and its relationship with democracy. 

•  It explores both the possibilities as well as limitations of multiculturalism in a 

deeply diverse society. It also explores the contestations that underlie the clash 

between group rights and individual rights.  

•  It introduces students to the debates in western political tradition on the 

relationship between culture, community and citizenship in a democracy and 

tries to situate it in the Indian context. In this regard readings on 

multiculturalism, religion and democracy in India, citizenship and the Indian 

constitution, are invoked. 

COURSE OUTCOMES 

• The paper remains useful for students in developing ideas on politics which is 

helpful in providing theoretical insights and perspectives to students if they 

wish to pursue research programme in any area of social science.  

• The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exam and 

SLET exam. 

 

Unit-1 Introducing Multiculturalism: Meaning and Evolution 

1. What is multiculturalism? 

2. Diversity, Pluralism and Communitarianism 

3. Multiculturalism and Cultural Discrimination in Liberal Democracy 

4. Non Discrimination and Cultural Diversity 

Readings: 

• Bhargava, Rajeev, Amiya K Bagchi and R. Sudarshan. 1999. Multiculturalism, 

Liberalism and Democracy. New Delhi: Oxford University Press. (pp.1-58) 

• Carens, Joseph.2000. Culture, Community and Citizenship: A Contextual Exploration 

of Justice as Evenhandedness. New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

• Kymlicka, Will.1997, ‘Liberal Complacencies’, Boston Review, Oct/Nov. pp.29-30 

• Kymlicka, Will.2002. Contemporary Political Philosophy: An Introduction. New 

York: Oxford University Press. (pp.327-377) 
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• Mahajan, Gurpreet.2002. The Multicultural Path: Issues of Diversity and 

Discrimination in Democracy. New Delhi: Sage. 

• Parekh, Bhiku.2000.Rethinking Multiculturalism: Cultural Diversity and Political 

Theory. New York: Palgrave. (pp.1-15) 

• Taylor, Charles.1994.’ The Politics of Recognition’ in Amy Gutmann (ed.) 
Multiculturalism and the Politics of Recognition. New Jersey: Princeton University 

Press. 

 

Unit-2 Liberal Democracy, Community and Citizenship 

1. Differentiated Citizenship and special rights for minorities 

2. Liberal theories of minority rights 

3. Models of Multiculturalism 

Readings: 

• Gutmann, Amy. ‘Multiculturalism and “The Politics of Recognition”: Essays by 
Charles Taylor. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

• Kymlicka, Will.1995.Multicultural Citizenship: A Liberal Theory of Minority Rights. 

Oxford: Clarendon Press. 

• Kymlicka, Will.2002. Contemporary Political Philosophy: An Introduction. New 

York: Oxford University Press. (pp.327-377) 

• Mahajan, Gurpreet(ed.).1999. Democracy, Difference and Social Justice. New Delhi: 

Oxford University Press 

• Mahajan, Gurpreet.2002. The Multicultural Path: Issues of Diversity and 

Discrimination in Democracy. New Delhi: Sage. .(pp.85-123) 

• Parekh, Bhiku.1999. ‘Cultural Diversity and Liberal Democracy’ in Gurpreet 
Mahajan (ed.) Democracy, Difference and Social Justice. New Delhi: Oxford 

University Press. 

• Raz, Joseph. 1989. ‘Multiculturalism: A Liberal Perspective’ Dissent, winter pp.67-69 

• Taylor, Charles.1994.’ The Politics of Recognition’ in Amy Gutmann (ed.) 
Multiculturalism and the Politics of Recognition. New Jersey: Princeton University 

Press. 

• Young, Iris M. 1989. ‘Polity and Group Difference: A Critique of the Ideal of 

Universal Citizenship’ Ethics, No.2 pp.250-274 

 

Unit-3 Cultural rights versus individual rights 

1. Are special rights compatible with individual rights? 

2. Internal minorities and multiculturalism 

3. Multiculturalism versus feminism 

Readings: 

• Eisenberg Avigail and Spinner-Halev, Jeff(eds.).2005. Minorities within Minorities: 

Equality, Rights and Diversity. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 

• Eisenberg, Avigail.2005. ‘Identity and Liberal Politics: The Problem of Minorities 
within Minorities’ in Avigail Eisenberg and Jeff Spinner-Halev(eds.), Minorities 

within Minorities: Equality, Rights and Diversity. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press  

• Mahajan, Gurpreet(ed.).1999. Democracy, Difference and Social Justice. New Delhi: 

Oxford University Press 

• Mahajan, Gurpreet.2002. The Multicultural Path: Issues of Diversity and 

Discrimination in Democracy. New Delhi: Sage. .(pp.166-230) 
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• Mahajan, Gurpreet.2005. ‘Can Intra Group Equality Co-Exist with Cultural Diversity? 

Re-examining Multicultural Frameworks of Accommodation’ in Avigail Eisenberg 
and Jeff Spinner-Halev(eds.), Minorities within Minorities: Equality, Rights and 

Diversity. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 

•  Okin, Susan Moller.2005. ‘Multiculturalism and Feminism: No Simple Question, No 

Simple Answers’ in Avigail Eisenberg and Jeff Spinner-Halev(eds.), Minorities 

within Minorities: Equality, Rights and Diversity. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press 

• Sen, Amartya.2006. ‘Multiculturalism and Freedom’ in Amartya Sen, Identity and 

Violence: The Illusion of Destiny. London: Allen Lane 

 

 

Unit-4 Minority rights and issues of discrimination in India 

1. Rights versus Representation in India: Reading the Constituent Assembly Debates  

2. Citizenship and the Indian Constitution : Group Rights and Individual Rights 

3. Religion and the Indian Constitution: Issues of Separation and Equality 

Readings: 

• Mahajan, Gurpreet(ed.).1999. Democracy, Difference and Social Justice. New Delhi: 

Oxford University Press (pp.1-23) 

• Beiteille, Andre.1999. ‘Distributive Justice and Institutional Well-Being’, in Gurpreet  
Mahajan, (ed.). Democracy, Difference and Social Justice. New Delhi: Oxford 

University Press 

• Sheth, D.L.1999. ‘Reservations Policy Revisited’ in Gurpreet  Mahajan, (ed.). 

Democracy, Difference and Social Justice. New Delhi: Oxford University Press 

• Gupta, Dipankar.1999.’Recasting Reservations in the Language of Rights’ in 
Gurpreet  Mahajan, (ed.). Democracy, Difference and Social Justice. New Delhi: 

Oxford University Press 

•   Mahajan, Gurpreet.1998. Identities and Rights: Aspects of Liberal Democracy in 

India. New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

• Mahajan Gurpreet and D.L. Sheth.1999. ‘Introduction’, in D.L, Sheth and 
G.Mahajan(eds.), Minority Identities and the Nation State. New Delhi: Oxford 

University Press. 

• Rajeev Bahrgava, Rajeev.2008. Politics and Ethics of the Indian Constitution.New 

Delhi: Oxford University Press 

• Rodrigues, Valerian. 2008. ‘Citizenship and the Indian Constitution’ in Rajeev 
Bahrgava(ed.). Politics and Ethics of the Indian Constitution. New Delhi: Oxford 

University Press 

• Mahajan, Gurpreet.2008. ‘Religion and the Indian Constitution: Question of 
Separation and Equality’ in Rajeev Bahrgava(ed.). Politics and Ethics of the Indian 

Constitution. New Delhi: Oxford University Press 

• Bajpai, Rochana.2008. ‘Minority Representation and the Making of the Indian 
Constitution’ in Rajeev Bahrgava(ed.). Politics and Ethics of the Indian Constitution. 

New Delhi: Oxford University Press 

• Austin, Granville.2007.The Indian Constitution: Cornerstone of a Nation. New Delhi: 

Oxford University Press. (pp.50-115 &265-307) 
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Course No. POL3096 (open) 

Politics of Ethnicity and Identity 

  

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

• This paper is an elective/open paper that intends to introduce students to themes, 

concepts and debates that underlie the study of ethnicity and identity.  It seeks to 

develop new insights among students on the relevance of ethnicity and identity to 

understand politics.  

• It seeks to explore the social construction of identity and explain the 

relationships that exist between class, ethnicity and race. It deals with diverse 

perspective and schools of thought on ethnicity and identity and seeks to 

establish its relevance in understanding politics in North-East India.  

COURSE OUTCOMES 

• The paper remains useful for students in developing ideas on politics which is 

helpful in providing theoretical insights and perspectives to students if they wish 

to pursue research programme in the area of ethnicity, political mobilisation and 

politics in North-East India.  

• The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exam, SLET 

exam and other competitive exams like civil services. 

Unit – 1: Introduction : 

1 Class and Ethnicity 

2 Race and Ethnicity 

3 Construction of Ethnicity 

4 Ethnicity in North East India 

Reading List 

• Anderson, Benedict (1983), Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origins and 

spread of Nationalism, Verso: New York. 

• Yinger, J. Milton (1994), Ethnicity, State University of New York Press: Albany. 

• Hussain, Monirul (1993), The Assam Movement: Class, Ideology and Identity, Manak       

Publications: Delhi. 

• Rex, John and David Mason (eds.) (1988), Theories of Race and Ethnic Relations, 

CUP: Cambridge. 

• Mahanta, Nanigopal (2013),Confronting the State: ULFA's Quest for Sovereignty, 

Sage : Delhi. 

 

Unit – 2 : Approaches to Ethnicity  

1. Primordialist Approach 

2. Instrumental approach 

3. Constructivist Model of Ethnicity 

4. Jenkin’s Model of Ethnicity 
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Reading List 

• Hobsbawm, Eric (1990), Nations and Nationalism since 1780, CUP: London. 

• Smith and Hutchinson (1996): Ethnicity, OUP: UK. 

• Connor, Walker (1994), Ethnonationalism, Princeton University press: New Jersey.  

• Wicker,Hans- Rudolf (1997), Rethinking Nationalism and Ethnicity, Bloomsbury 

Academic: USA. 

• Jenkins, Richards (1997), Rethinking Ethnicity: Agreements and Explorations, Sage 

publications: New Delhi. 

 

Unit – 3 : Construction of Identity: 

1. The Search for Identity in the age of Globalization 

2. Erikson’s formulation of identity Construction 

3. Identity and Identification 

4. Identity in Sociological Theories 

5. Multiple Identities 

6. National Character and Identity Studies 

Reading List 

• Sen, Amartya (2006), Identity and Violence, penguin: New York. 

• Veena Das, Dipankar Gupta, Patricia Oberoi(ed.) (1999), Tradition, Pluralism and 

Identity, Sage : Delhi. 

• Anderson, Benedict (1983), Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origins and 

spread of Nationalism, Verso: New York. 

• Guha, Amalendu (1980), Little Nationalism Turns Chauvinist, Oct. 1980, EPW. 

• Varshney, Ashotosh (2008), Ethnic Conflict and Civic Life: Hindus and Muslims in 

India, Yale University Press : USA. 

 

Unit – 4 : Construction of Identity: 

1. Introduction and Definitions of Ethnic Group 

2. Fredrik Barth-----Ethnic Group and Boundaries 

3. Ascriptions as the Critical Factor    

4. Poly-ethnic Societies 

5. Melting Pot and beyond 

6. Critique of Birth’s Model. 
Reading List 

• Barth, Fredrik (1969), Ethnic Groups and Boundaries; the Social Organization of 

Cultural Difference, Allen and Unwin : London. 

• Smith and Hutchinson (1996): Ethnicity, OUP: UK. 

• Brass, Paul (1985), Ethnic Groups and the State, Croom-Helm :London. 

• Braham, Peter and Janes, Lind (ed). (2002) Social Differences and Divisions, Open 

University Text, Milton Kynes: UK.  

 

Note of caution: 

Students should note that units are overlapping and the reading too are overlapping with one 

another. 

Further Reading List : 

Anderson, Bendict 1983, Imagined Communities : Reflections on the Origin and Spread of 

nationalism, Verso, New York. 
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Barth, Fredrik 1969, Ethnic Groups and Boundaries : the Social Organizations of Cultural 

Difference, Allen and Unwin, London 

Brass, Paul, 1985, Ethnic Groups and the State, Croom-Helm, London 

Jenkins, Richards, 1997, Rethinking Ethnicity : Agreements and Explorations, Sage 

publications, New Delhi. 

Rex, John and Devid Mason(eds.) Theories of Race and Ethnic Relations, Cambridge 

University Press, Cambridge. 

Yinger, J. Milton 1997, Ethnicity, Rawat Publications 
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COURSE NO. POL 3116 

South –East Asian Studies (Elective) 
 
 

Course Objective 

• This paper is an optional paper that intends to introduce the students to the 

themes and issues in the study of politics in Southeast Asia. It seeks to develop 

new insights among students on the diverse perspectives that have emerged to 

offer explanation and understanding on the idea of ‘Southeast Asia’ and its 

resilience as a conceptual tool in the study of changing world order. 

•   It tries to resolve the puzzle, what are challenges facing political cooperation 

and economic integration of Southeast Asia? What factors can be offered as 

explanations in this regard. The paper deals with distinctness and unique 

attributes of the region in terms of historical linkages, colonial legacies and 

culture and tries to explore the present crisis and contestations in Southeast Asia.  

• It seeks to explore major contemporary issues in Southeast Asia. It intends to 

study the changing world order, rise of China and policy options before India. 

 

Course Outcome 

• The paper remains useful for students who wish to pursue research in the area of 

foreign policy and international relations.  

• The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exam and SLET 

exam. 

 
Unit 1: Introduction to South -East Asia 

• Geo-strategic location and boundaries 

• Historical Development:  Colonial History 

• Post-colonial scenario in South East Asia 

Unit 2: Northeast India and South East Asia 

• Historical Connections (Traditional and Cultural Linkages) 

• India's connection with South -East Asia (Trade and Strategic 

Challenges) 
 

Unit3: ASEAN in world politics 
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• Origin, Growth and functions 

• India-ASEAN relations. 

• AFTA and ARF 

Unit 4: South East Asia: Regional Challenges 

• Terrorism and growth of religious fundamentalism 

• China and South East Asia 

• Human rights and development in South East Asia 

 

 

Reading list: 

• Milton Osborne, (2004)  An Introductory History , South East Asia,  by 

Allen and Unwin, Australia,  

• D.R. SarDesai, 2012. Southeast Asia: Past & Present, 7th ed. Boulder: 

Westview Press. 

• Hefner, Robert (1997). Chapter 1. Islam in an Era of Nation-States: 

Politics and ReligiousRenewal in Muslim Southeast Asia. Robert Hefner 

and Patricia Horvatich, Ed. Honolulu,University of Hawai'i Press: 3-41. 

• McKenna, Thomas M. (1997). Appreciating Islam in the Muslim 

Philippines. Islam in an Era ofNation-States: Politics and Religious 

Renewal in Muslim Southeast Asia. Robert Hefnerand Patricia Horvatich, 

Ed. Honolulu, University of Hawai'i Press: 43-73. 

• Keyes, Charles (1995). Selections on Theravada Buddhism. The Golden 

Peninsula: Culture andAdaptation in Mainland Southeast Asia. Honolulu, 

University of Hawai'i Press: 78-90;113-126. 

• Cadière, L. M. (1989). Religious Beliefs and Practices of the Vietnamese. 

Clayton, Vic., Australia:Centre of Southeast Asian Studies, Monash 

University. 

• Pannikkar, K. M. 193. Asia and Western Dominance: A Survey of the 

Vasco Da GamaEpoch of Asian History, 1498 – 1945, London: George 

Allen and Unwin. 

• Stuart Fox, Martin,2003, A Short History of China and Southeast Asia: 

Tribute, Trade and InfluenceCrows Nest, N.S.W., : Allen &Unwin 

Additional Reading:     

Audio-Visual: Consult audio-Visual section of CSEAS, GU. ( To be shown 

from time to time under Research Scholars)  

Journals on South East Asia :  
• Asian ethnicity 

This journal publishes research reports on ethnicity, ethnology, and ethnic 

relations throughout greater Asia. Southeast Asia is well represented. 

• Austrian Journal of South-East Asian Studies 

http://catalog.library.ucla.edu/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=5657993
http://www.seas.at/
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This open access scholarly journal is published by the Society for South-East 

Asian Studies, which is based in Vienna. To get to the journal, click on the tab 

"Our journal ASEAS." Many articles are in English; a smaller number are in 

German. 

• Contemporary Southeast Asia: A Journal of International and Strategic 
Affairs 

Currently focuses on domestic politics, international affairs, and regional 

security. 

• Journal of Southeast Asian Studies 

A key scholarly journal on Southeast Asia that covers a wide range of academic 

disciplines in the humanities and social sciences. 

PRIMARY SOURCES 

• Annual Reports, 1966 to 2009, Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India, New Delhi.  

• ASEAN Annual Reports, ASEAN Secretariat, Jakarta.  

• ASEAN Charter adopted by Leaders of ASEAN Member Countries, 

2007.  

• ASEAN Vision 2020, Kuala Lumpur, December 15, 1997. 

• ASEAN-India Partnership for Peace, Progress and Shared Prosperity, 

Vientiane, November 30, 2004.  

• Declaration of ASEAN Concord, Bali, June 24, 1976. 

• Declaration on Terrorism, Phnom Penh, November 3-5, 2002 

SECONDARY SOURCES Books: 
Ambatkar, Sanjay, India and ASEAN in the 21st Century: Economic Linkages, 

Anmol Publications Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi, 2002.  

 

ASEAN–India Vision 2020 Working together for a Shared Prosperity, RIS, 

New Delhi, 2004. 

 

Ayoob, Mohammed, Indian and Southeast Asia Indian Perceptions and Policies, 

Routledge, London, 1990.  Hinduism in South-East Asia : Vijay Shankar Shrivastava, Ramananda Vidya 

Bhawan, 1989 - Asia, South-eastern .  

 

Lost Kingdoms: Hindu-Buddhist Sculpture of Early Southeast Asia 

By Guy, John , Metropolitan Museum of Art, Apr-2014  

 

Hinduism in Burm: Burmese Hindus, Hinduism in Southeast Asia,  by S. N. 

Goenka, Yama Zatdaw, Irawati Karve, U Maung Shwe, by General Books, 

LLC, 2010.  

http://catalog.library.ucla.edu/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=15928
http://catalog.library.ucla.edu/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=15928
http://catalog.library.ucla.edu/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=28329
https://www.google.co.in/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Vijay+Shankar+Shrivastava%22
https://www.google.co.in/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=subject:%22Asia,+Southeastern%22&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0
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Course No. POL4016 

Comparative Political Analysis 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

• This paper is a core paper that intends to introduce students to themes and 

issues in the study of comparative politics.  It seeks to develop new insights 

among students on the diverse perspectives and approaches hat have emerged in 

the field of comparative analysis and its limitations as well as possibilities.  

•  It explores the question of the diversity of political cultures and its ramifications 

for understanding the nature of politics in any society. In this regard a study of 

police culture, socialization, political development, civil society and political 

mobilisation becomes imminent.  

• It introduces students to the approaches to study state and its institutions as well 

political processes in comparative perspective. 

COURSE OUTCOMES 

• The paper remains useful for students in developing ideas on politics which is 

helpful in providing theoretical insights and perspectives to students if they wish 

to pursue research programme in any area of social science. 

•  The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exams and 

SLET exams and other competitive exams like civil services. 

 

 

Unit-I: Theory and Methodology in Comparative Politics 

1 Theory, institutions and comparative politics 

2 Approaches and methodologies to the study of comparative politics 

3 Case studies in Comparative politics and the Science of comparative politics 

 

Essential readings: 

 

• C.P. Bhambhri,  ‘Contemporary Frameworks Of Comparative Politics : A Critique’ ,  
The Indian Journal of Political Science, Vol. 36, No. 4 (October-December 1975), 

pp.414-430 

• Carles Boix and Susan C. Stokes (ed) The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics, 

Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2007). 

• Judith Bara, “Methodologies for Comparative Analysis” in Judith Bara and Mark 

Pennington (ed) Comparative Politics , Sage, New Delhi, 2009,pp.41-66 

• Mark Pennington, “Theory, Institutions and Comparative Politics” in  Judith Bara and 
Mark Pennington (ed) Comparative Politics Sage, New Delhi, 2009,pp.13-40 
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• Meharan Kamrava, Understanding Comparative Politics- A framework for analysis, 

Routledge, London , 2008,Chapter 2 

• Ronald Chilcote, Comparative Inquiry in Politics and Political Economy, Westview 

Press, USA, 2000, Chapter 1,2 

• Ronald Chilcote, Theories of Comparative Politics-The Search for a Paradigm 

Reconsidered Westview Press, San Fancisco, 1994, Chapter 1,2,3 

• Sudha Pai, ‘New Developments in Comparative Politics in India: Present Status, 
Problems and Future Directions’,  The Indian Journal of Political Science, Vol. 59, 

No. 1/4 (1998), pp. 41-61 

 

Unit-II  State, Structures and institutions 

1 Institutional framework-state and system 

2 Legislature-Executive relations, Government and Bureaucracies 

3 State and social classes 

 

Essential readings: 

 

• Berch Berberoglu , ‘The Centrality of Class in Contemporary Capitalist Society’ ,  
International Review of Modern Sociology, Vol. 33, No. 1 (Spring 2007), pp. 49-67 

• Bert A. Rockman ,  ‘Legislative-Executive Relations and Legislative Oversight’ ,  
Legislative Studies Quarterly, Vol. 9, No. 3 (Aug., 1984), pp. 387-440 

• Bharat Patankar and Gail Omvedt , ‘The Bourgeois State in Post-Colonial Social 

Formations’ , Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 12, No. 53 (Dec. 31, 1977), pp. 

2165-2167+2169-2177 

• Christopher Pierson , ‘New Theories of State and Civil Society Recent Developments 
In Post-Marxist analysis of the State’ ,  Sociology, Vol. 18, No. 4 (November 1984), 

pp. 563-571 

• Ethan M. Bernick and E. Lee Bernick Executive-Legislative Relations: Where You 

Sit Really Does Matter , ,  Social Science Quarterly, Vol. 89, No. 4 (December 2008), 

pp. 969-986 

• John Milios , ‘Social Classes in Classical and Marxist Political Economy’ ,  American 

Journal of Economics and Sociology, Vol. 59, No. 2 (Apr., 2000), pp. 283-302 

• Neera  Chandhoke ,  Limits of Comparative Political Analysis ,  Economic and 

Political Weekly, Vol. 31, No. 4 (Jan. 27, 1996), pp. PE2-PE8 

• Sabino Cassese ,  ‘The Rise and Decline of the Notion of State’ ,  International 

Political Science Review , Vol.7, No. 21986, pp. 120-130 

 

Unit-III:Political Mobilization 

1 The Emergence of Parties and Party Systems 

2 Voters and political participation in Emerging Democracies 

3 Political Clientelism 

 

Essential readings: 

 

• Arthur H. Miller, Patricia Gurin, Gerald Gurin and Oksana Malanchuk ,  ‘Group 
Consciousness and Political Participation’ , American Journal of Political Science, 

Vol. 25, No. 3 (Aug., 1981), pp. 494-511 

http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199566020.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780199566020-e-21
http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199566020.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780199566020-e-24
http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199566020.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780199566020-e-25
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• Carl h. Landé ,  ‘Political Clientelism in Political Studies: Retrospect and Prospects’ ,  
International Political Science Review,  vol. 4, no. 4, 1983, pp. 435-454 

• G. Bingham Powell, Jr., ‘Party Systems and Political System Performance: Voting 
Participation, Government Stability and Mass Violence in Contemporary 

Democracies’, The American Political Science Review, Vol. 75, No. 4 (Dec., 1981), 

pp. 861-879 

• Lawrence A. Scaff,  ‘Two Concepts of Political Participation’ ,  The Western Political 

Quarterly, Vol. 28, No. 3 (Sep., 1975), pp. 447-462 

• María Pilar García-Guadilla and Carlos Pérez, ‘ Democracy, Decentralization, and 
Clientelism:  

• Matthew B. Platt , ‘Participation for What? A Policy-Motivated Approach to Political 

Activism’,   Political Behavior, Vol. 30, No. 3 (Sep., 2008), pp. 391-413 

• New Relationships and Old Practices’, Latin American Perspectives, Vol. 29, No. 5, 

Sep., 2002, pp. 90-109 

• Robert H. Salisbury,  ‘Research on Political Participation’ ,  American Journal of 

Political Science, Vol. 19, No. 2 (May, 1975), pp. 323-341 

• Sharon Kettering, ‘The Historical Development of Political Clientelism’,  The Journal 

of Interdisciplinary History, Vol. 18, No. 3 (Winter, 1988), pp. 419-447 

 

Unit-IV: Processes in Comparative politics 

1 Political culture and socialisation 

2 Political development  

3 Civil society and social movements 

 

Essential readings: 

 

• Adam Przeworski and Fernando Limongi ,  ‘Modernization: Theories and Facts’, 
World Politics, Vol. 49, No. 2 (Jan., 1997), pp. 155-183 

• Andre Gunder Frank and Marta Fuentes ,  Nine Theses on Social Movements , 

Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 22, No. 35 (Aug. 29, 1987), pp. 1503-

1507+1509-1510 

• Carole Pateman, ‘Political Culture, Political Structure and Political Change’, British 

Journal of Political Science, Vol. 1, No. 3 (Jul., 1971), pp. 291-305 

• David Easton, ‘The Theoretical Relevance of Political Socialization’, Canadian 

Journal of Political Science , No. 2 (Jun., 1968), pp. 125-146 

• David Marsh, ‘Political Socialization: The Implicit Assumptions Questioned’. British 

Journal of Political Science, Vol. 1, No. 4 (Oct., 1971), pp. 453-465 

• Francesca Polletta and James M. Jasper ,  ‘Collective Identity and Social Movements 
‘,  Annual Review of Sociology, Vol. 27 (2001), pp. 283-305 

• Herbert Kitschelt, ‘Social Movements, Political Parties, and Democratic 
Theory’,Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, Vol. 528, 

Jul., 1993, pp. 13-29 

• Naraine Persaud, ‘Conceptualizations of Development and Underdevelopment: The 
Works of Frank and Amin’ ,  International Review of Modern Sociology, Vol. 17, No. 

2 (Autumn 1987), pp. 337-359 

• Ronald H. Chilcote ‘Issues of Theory in Dependency and Marxism’, Latin American 

Perspectives, Vol. 8, No. 3/4, Dependency and Marxism (Late Summer - Autumn, 

1981), pp. 3-16 
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• Steven M. Buechler ,  New Social Movement Theories, The Sociological Quarterly, 

Vol. 36, No. 3 (Summer, 1995), pp. 441-464 

 

 

Further readings: 

 

• Almond, Gabriel, and G. Bingham Powell, Jr.  Comparative Politics Today.  8th 

edition. Prentice Hall, 2007  

• Ananta Giri ,  ‘Understanding Contemporary Social Movements’, Dialectical 

Anthropology, Vol. 17, No. 1 (1992), pp. 35-49 

• Arend Lijphart, ‘Comparative Politics and the Comparative Method’, The American 

Political Science Review, Vol. 65, No. 3 (Sep., 1971), pp. 682-693 

• B.C.Smith, Understanding Third World Politics, Macmillan Press Ltd, London ,2006 

• C. Timothy Lim, Doing Comparative Politics: An Introduction to Approaches And 

Issues. Lynne Rienner Publishing, 2005. 

• Curtis, Michael and Jean Blondell et.al. Introduction to Comparative Government. 

Fifth Edition.  

• Daniele Caramani. Comparative Politics. Oxford University Press, Oxford,2008. 

• Evelyne Huber, Dietrich Rueschemeyer and John D. Stephens , ‘The Paradoxes of 
Contemporary Democracy: Formal, Participatory, and Social Dimensions’, 
Comparative Politics, Vol. 29, No. 3, Apr., 1997, pp. 323-342 

• George Mct. Kahin, Guy J. Pauker and Lucian W. Pye , ‘Comparative Politics of 
Non-Western Countries’ , The American Political Science Review, Vol. 49, No. 4 

(Dec., 1955), pp. 1022-1041 

• Hauss, Chip. Comparative Politics: Domestic Responses to Global Challenges. Fifth 

Edition. Wadsworth Press. 2007.  

• Howard J. Wiarda , ‘Is Comparative Politics Dead? Rethinking the Field in the Post-
Cold War Era’,  Third World Quarterly, Vol. 19, No. 5 (Dec., 1998), pp. 935-949 

• J. P. Nettl, The State as a Conceptual Variable, World Politics, Vol. 20, No. 4 (Jul., 

1968), pp. 559-592 

• Karl Fields, Patrick O’Neil and Don Sher. Cases in Comparative Politics. 2nd Ed., 

W.W.Norton & Co. , New York,2006. 

• Kenneth Newton and Jan W. van Deth., Foundations of Comparative Politics 2nd 

Edition. Cambridge University Press, New York, 2010. 

• Mark Kesselman ,  ‘From State Theory to Class Struggle and Compromise: 
Contemporary Marxist Political Studies’ ,  Social Science Quarterly, Vol. 64, No. 4 

(December 1983), pp. 826-845 

• Nelson A. Pichardo ,  ‘New Social Movements: A Critical Review’ ,  Annual Review 

of Sociology, Vol. 23 (1997), pp. 411-430 

• Patrick O’Neil, and Ronald Rogowski, eds.  Essential Readings in Comparative 

Politics.  W.W. Norton, New York and London , 2004. 

• Robert Harmel, ‘ On the Study of New Parties’ ,  International Political Science 

Review ,Vol. 6, No. 4, New Political Parties (1985), pp. 403-418 

• Rollin F. Tusalem , ‘A Boon or a Bane? The Role of Civil Society in Third- and 

Fourth-Wave Democracies’, International Political Science Review ,Vol.28, No. 3 

(Jun., 2007), pp. 361-386 
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• Sidney Verba, ‘The Uses of Survey Research in the Study of Comparative Politics: 
Issues and Strategies’, Historical Social Research , Vol. 18, No. 2 (66), 1993, pp. 55-

103 

• Sylvia Walby, ‘The Myth of the Nation-State: Theorizing Society and Polities in a 

Global Era’ ,  Sociology, Vol. 37, No. 3 (August 2003), pp. 529-546 

 

• Theotonio Dos Santos ,  ‘The Concept of Social Classes’ ,  Science & Society, Vol. 

34, No. 2 (Summer, 1970), pp. 166-193 

• Vicky Randall , ‘Using and Abusing the Concept of the Third World: Geopolitics and 
the Comparative Political Study of Development and Underdevelopment’ ,  Third 

World Quarterly, Vol. 25, No. 1, After the Third World? (2004), pp. 41-53 

• Young C. Kim, ‘ The Concept of Political Culture in Comparative Politics’ ,  The 

Journal of Politics, Vol. 26, No. 2 (May, 1964), pp. 313-336 
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Course No. POL4026 

Research Methodology:II 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

• This paper is a core paper that intends to introduce the students to the issues in 

social science research methods. It makes students understand how to write a 

research proposal and undertake both quantitative as well as qualitative 

research. It deals with different kinds of methods, types of data and techniques 

of data collections as well as sampling.  

•  While introducing students to different methods employed in social science, it 

attempts to bring together computer applications and social science research. In 

this regard introduction to SPSS remains a component of this paper. Field work 

would be an important component of evaluation in this paper. 

COURSE OUTCOMES 

• The paper remains useful for students if they wish to pursue research in any 

area of social science.  

• The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exams and 

SLET exams 

 

UNIT 1 : Research Design 

1 Research Design  

2 Formulation of Research questions 

3 Hypothesis and its role  

4 Reviewing of Literature  

UNIT 2 : Sampling 

1 Sampling: Sampling Techniques, Choice of Sampling Techniques and Sample Size 

2 Methods of data collection  

3 Sources of Data: Methods of Collecting Primary Data and Use of Secondary Data 

4 Pilot Studies and Pre-tests 

UNIT 3 : Data Collection 

1 Types of Data 

2 Construction of Schedules and Questionnaires 

3 Structured Interviewing  

4 The Nature of Field Work: Selection and Training of Investigators 

UNIT 4 : Statistical Analysis 
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1 Introduction to Statistical Software: SPSS,  

2 Data analysis with SPSS  

3 Writing up Social Research  

4 Post-Modernism and its implications in Research  

 

Reading List: 

• Social Research Methods, Alan Bryman, Oxford University Press, 2009 

• Methodology of Research in Social Sciences by O. R. Krishnaswamy and M. 

Rangnatham , Himalaya publication House, 2005, 

• Research Methodology: Methods and Techniques by C. R. Kothari, New Age 

International, 2006.  

• SPSS online manual 

• Research Methods , Ram Ahuja, 2001, Rawat Publications. New Delhi.  

• PV Young, Scientific Social Survey and Research, Prentice Hall of India ltd, New 

Delhi, 1984.   
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Course No. POL4036 

Political Ideas and Thought in Assam 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

• This paper is an elective paper that intends to introduce students to the texts, 

thinkers and thought that emerged during different moments in the history of 

Assam.  

• It seeks to develop new insights among students on the relevance of political 

ideas and traditions that remains integral to ‘Axomiya Xamaj’ since the 

inception of Vaishnavite tradition.  

• It attempts to establish the relevance of historical linkages and colonial legacy to 

understand the writings which contributed significantly to the making of 

‘Modern Axom’. It seeks to situate the indigenous response to colonialism as well 

as nationalism.  

 

COURSE OUTCOMES 

• The paper remains useful for students in developing ideas on politics in Assam 

which is helpful in providing theoretical insights and perspectives to students if 

they wish to pursue research in the area of language and politics in Modern 

Assam.  

• The paper has utility for students preparing for competitive exams like civil 

services. 

 

Unit 1 :  Emergence of Political Thought in  Assam   

• Making of Political Thought in Assam 

• Sankardeva and his legacy  

• Legacies of Ahom Rule in Assam  

Unit 2 :  Colonialism, Nationalism and Regionalism 

• Gopinath Bordoloi  

• Bimala Prasad Chaliha 

• Sarat Ch Sinha 

Unit 3 :  Resistance and Response  

• Abdul Hamid Khan or Maulana of Vasani 

• Sayyad Saddulah  

• Fakar Uddin Ali Ahmed 

Unit 4 :  Indigineity  and Identity  

• Bhimbor Deuri  

• Bodofa Upen Brahma  



MA Syllabus (CBCS) 2016  

Department of Political Science, Gauhati University Page 74  

• Senson Sing Ingti  

 

Books and references  

• SN Shrama, ‘Sankadeva and his Times’ 
• Lakshmi Devi, ‘Ahom-Tribal Relations’, A Political Study’, Lawyer’s Book Stall, 

Guwahati, 1992. 

• A comprehensive History of Assam, SL Baruah, Munshiram Manoharla publisher, 

New Delhi, 1985  

• Political History of Assam, Vol. II and Vol III, Publication board of Assam, 

Guwahati,  editor, AC Bhuyan etc. 2008 

• Gopinath Bordoloi , ‘Gopinath Bordoloi, The Assam Problem’ and Nehru’s Centre , 
Nirode K. Baruah, Bhabani Print and Publications, Guwahati, 2010 

• HK Barpujari, ‘North-East India, Problems, Policies, and Prospects ‘ Spectrum 
Publications, Guwahati, 1998.  

• ‘Bimala Prasad Chaliha’ –Remembrance, Editor, jatin Hazarika etc.  Prasanti 

Enterprise, Guwahati, 2012.  

• ‘Sarat Ch Sinha-‘, editor-Dilip Kumar Hazarika etc . , Bani Mandir, Guwahati, 2007 

• ‘Nayak-Jononeta Bhimbor Deuri’-editor, Anup Kr Deuri, Bani Mandir, Guwahati, 

2004 ,  

• Sivanath, Barman. Asamer Janajati Samasya: Aitihashik Utsa Sandhan’ Guwahati, 
1995;  

• Indibar Deuri. ‘Janagosthiya Samasya: Ateet, Bartaman, Bhabishyat’, Nalbari, 2001. 
• Suryasikha Pathak, ‘Tribal Politics in the Assam: 1933-1947’ in Economic and 

Political Weekly, March, 6, 2010. Vol XIV, No-10.  
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Course No. POL4046 

India and Its Neighbours 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

• This paper is an elective paper that intends to introduce students to themes and 

issues in the study of Indian Foreign Policy and its Neighbours. It seeks to 

develop new insights among students on the diverse perspectives that have 

emerged to offer explanation and understanding on the crisis, change and 

continuity that marks the study of India’s neighbourhood policy.  

•  It deals with the shift and the new orientation in Indian foreign policy and 

India’s engagements with its neighbours. It explores the major disputes that 

remain unresolved and India’s bilateral relations with its neighbours.  

• The paper introduces the students to the strategic importance of Indian Ocean 

and further, it looks at the interference of major powers in the affairs of South 

Asia and its consequences for India. 

COURSE OUTCOMES 

• The paper remains useful for students who wish to pursue research in the area 

of foreign policy and international relations.  

• The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exam, SLET 

exam and other competitive exams like civil services. 

Unit-1 Indian foreign policy and its neighbours: origin, determinants and major themes  

1 Objectives of India’s neighbour  policy  
2 Major determinants 

3 Major disputes in India’s neighbour policy: border dispute, inter-state water sharing, 

illegal immigration, terrorism, environmental issues 

4 India and the strategic importance of Indian ocean  

Readings: 

 

• Basrur, Rajesh M. 2010. ‘Global Quest and Regional Reversal: Rising India and 
South Asia’ International Studies, No.2-4 pp.267-284 

• Burgess, Stephen F. 2009. ‘India and South Asia: Towards a Benign Hegemony’ in 
Harsh V. Pant ed., Indian Foreign Policy in a Unipolar World. New Delhi: Routledge 

Taylor & Francis. Pp.231-250 

• Dabhade, Manish. 2009. ‘India and East Asia: A Region ‘Rediscovered’ in Harsh V. 
Pant ed., Indian Foreign Policy in a Unipolar World. New Delhi: Routledge Taylor & 

Francis. Pp.305-322 

• Dixit, J.N. (2001). India and Its Neighbours. New Delhi:Gyan 

• Gupta,V., Kumar,S., and Chandra V.(eds.)(2008).India’s Neighbourhood: Challenges 
Ahead. New Delhi: IDSA and Rubicon Publishers 
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• Harshe,R.(2009). ‘South Asian Regional Cooperation: Problems and Prospects’ in R. 
Harshe and K.M. Seethi (eds.) Engaging the World: Critical Reflections on India’s 
Foreign Policy. New Delhi: Orient Blackswan 

• Malone, David M.2011. Does the Elephant Dance? Contemporary Indian Foreign 

Policy. New Delhi: Oxford University Press (pp.101-128,179-197, 198-223) 

• Mohan, C. Raja. 2003. Crossing the Rubicon: the Shaping of India’s New Foreign 
Policy. New Delhi: Viking. 

• Mukherji, Rahul.2010. ‘India’s Foreign Economic Policies’, in Sumit Ganguly ed. 
India’s Foreign Policy: Retrospect and Prospect. New Delhi: Oxford University 

Press. 

• Rudolph, L. and Rudolph S.eds.(2008).  Making US Foreign Policy Towards South 

Asia: Regional Imperatives and Imperial Presidency. Indiana. Indiana University 

Press 

• Seminar. 2008. Our Troubled Neighbourhood. No.584 

• Sikri, Rajiv. 2010. Challenge and Strategy: Rethinking India’s Foreign Policy. New 
Delhi: Sage 

• Singh,K.R. 2010. ‘India and the Indian Ocean: Possibilities for Forging Regional 
Partnerships’ International Studies, No.2-4 pp.363-372 

• Sinha,A and Mohta,M.2007. Indian Foreign Policy: Challenges and Opportunities. 

New Delhi. Foreign Service Institute/Academic Foundation 

 

Unit-2 Emerging themes in India’s neighbour policy 

1 Emerging global balance of power and India’s neighbours  
2 India,  nuclear non-proliferation order and the  South Asia 

3 India’s foreign economic policy and its neighbours 

4 The challenge of global terrorism and India’s neighbour policy 

Readings: 

• Basrur, Rajesh M.. 2010. ‘Global Quest and Regional Reversal: Rising India and 
South Asia’ International Studies, No.2-4 pp.267-284 

• Burgess, Stephen F. 2009. ‘India and South Asia: Towards a Benign Hegemony’ in 
Harsh V. Pant ed., Indian Foreign Policy in a Unipolar World. New Delhi: Routledge 

Taylor & Francis. Pp.231-250 

• Chimni, B.S. 2010. ‘Mapping Indian Foreign Economic Policy’ International Studies, 

No.2-4 pp.163-186 

• Hagerty, Devin T. 2009. ‘India and the Global Balance of Power: A Neorealist 

Snapshot’ in Harsh V. Pant ed., Indian Foreign Policy in a Unipolar World. New 

Delhi: Routledge Taylor & Francis. Pp.23-42 

• Hoyt, Timothy D.  2009. ‘India and theChallenge of Global Terrorism: The Long War 
and Competing Domestic Visions’ in Harsh V. Pant ed., Indian Foreign Policy in a 

Unipolar World. New Delhi: Routledge Taylor & Francis. Pp.73-98 

• Kirk, Jason A.2010. ‘The Evolution of India’s Nuclear Policies’, in Sumit Ganguly 
ed. India’s Foreign Policy: Retrospect and Prospect. New Delhi: Oxford University 

Press. 

• Malone, David M.2011. Does the Elephant Dance? Contemporary Indian Foreign 

Policy. New Delhi: Oxford University Press (pp.) 

• Mansingh, Surjit.2010. ‘Assessing Reorientation of India’s Foreign Policy in a 
Globalised World’ International Studies, No.2-4 pp.143-162 

• Mohan, C. Raja. 2003. Crossing the Rubicon: the Shaping of India’s New Foreign 
Policy. New Delhi: Viking. 
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• Muni,S.D. and Girijesh Pant.2005. India’s Energy Security: Prospects for 
Cooperation with Extended Neighbourhood. New Delhi: Rupa in Association with 

Observer Research Foundation 

• Pardesi, Manjeet S. & Ganguly, Sumit. 2009. India and Energy Security: A Foreign 

Policy Priority in Harsh V. Pant ed., Indian Foreign Policy in a Unipolar World. New 

Delhi: Routledge Taylor & Francis. Pp.99-130. 

• Raja Mohan, C.2009. ‘India and the Emerging Non-Proliferation Order: The Second 

Nuclear Age’ in Harsh V. Pant ed., Indian Foreign Policy in a Unipolar World. New 

Delhi: Routledge Taylor & Francis. Pp.43-72 

• Sikri, Rajiv. 2010. Challenge and Strategy: Rethinking India’s Foreign Policy. New 
Delhi: Sage  

• Sinha, A and Mohta, M.2007. Indian Foreign Policy: Challenges and Opportunities. 

New Delhi. Foreign Service Institute/Academic Foundation 

• Talbott, Strobe.2004. Engaging India: Diplomacy, Democracy and the Bomb. 

Washington: Brooking Institution Press 

 

Unit-3 India and its neighbours -1 

1 India and China 

2 India and Pakistan 

3 India and Bangladesh 

4 India and Nepal 

Readings: 

 

• Basrur, Rajesh M. 2010. ‘Global Quest and Regional Reversal: Rising India and 
South Asia’ International Studies, No.2-4 pp.267-284 

• Basrur, Rajesh M.2010. ‘India-Paksitan: Between War and Peace’, in Sumit Ganguly 
ed. India’s Foreign Policy: Retrospect and Prospect. New Delhi: Oxford University 

Press. 

• Burgess, Stephen F. 2009. ‘India and South Asia: Towards a Benign Hegemony’ in 
Harsh V. Pant ed., Indian Foreign Policy in a Unipolar World. New Delhi: Routledge 

Taylor & Francis. Pp.231-250 

• Cohen, Stephen P. and Sandhu, Rohan S. 2010. ‘Rising India’s Pakistan Problem’ 
International Studies, No.2-4 pp.267-284 

• Dutt,V.P. 2010. ‘India and China: The Past and Future’ International Studies, No.2-4 

pp.403-412 

• Graver, John W.2010. ‘The Evolution of India’s China Policy’, in Sumit Ganguly ed. 
India’s Foreign Policy: Retrospect and Prospect. New Delhi: Oxford University 

Press. 

• Sinha, A and Mohta, M.2007. Indian Foreign Policy: Challenges and Opportunities. 

New Delhi. Foreign Service Institute/Academic Foundation 

• Thakar, Milind.2010. ‘Indo-Bangladesh Relations: The Puzzle of Weak Ties’, in 
Sumit Ganguly ed. India’s Foreign Policy: Retrospect and Prospect. New Delhi: 

Oxford University Press. 

 

 

Unit-4 India’s and its neighbours-2 

1 India and Sri Lanka 

2 India and Nepal  

3 India and Myanmar 
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4 India and Bhutan 

Readings: 

• DeVotta,Neil M.2010. ‘When Individuals, States and Systems Collide: India’s 
Foreign Policy towards Sri Lanka’, in Sumit Ganguly ed. India’s Foreign Policy: 
Retrospect and Prospect. New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

• Dixit, J.N. (2001). India and Its Neighbours. New Delhi:Gyan 

• Gupta,V., Kumar,S., and Chandra V.(eds.)(2008).India’s Neighbourhood: Challenges 

Ahead. New Delhi: IDSA and Rubicon Publishers 

• Malik,B.S.(2008). ‘Myanmar’s Strategic Environment’. InV.  Gupta, S.Kumar, and V. 
Chandra (eds.) (2008).India’s Neighbourhood: Challenges Ahead. New Delhi: IDSA 

and Rubicon Publishers 
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Course No. POL4056 

Issues in World Politics 

  

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

• This paper is an optional paper that intends to introduce students to themes and 

issues in the study of world politics.  It seeks to develop new insights among 

students on the diverse perspectives that have emerged to offer explanation and 

understanding on the crisis, change and continuity that marks the study of world 

politics.  

• It seeks to study significant issues that have profound impact over world order 

like war, security, terrorism and nuclear non proliferation.  An attempt is made 

to understand the emergence of issues that questions the sovereignty of state and 

have deep implications for the survival of nation state framework and thus it 

calls for rethinking of the idea of nation, state and sovereignty. Issues like 

migration, citizenship, ecological hazards, climate change and digital 

vulnerabilities shall be covered in this regard.   

COURSE OUTCOMES 

• The paper remains useful for students who wish to pursue research in the area 

of foreign policy and international relations.  

• The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exam and 

SLET exam. 

 

Unit-I: War and Security  

1 Meaning and reasons for War 

2 Global terrorism 

3 Nuclear Proliferation 

 

Essential readings: 

 

• Barry Buzan,  ‘Will the 'Global War on Terrorism' Be the New Cold War?’ ,  
International Affairs (Royal Institute of International Affairs 1944-), Vol. 82, No. 6 

(Nov., 2006), pp. 1101-1118 

• Barry R. Schneider , ‘Nuclear Proliferation and Counter-Proliferation: Policy Issues 

and Debates’ , Mershon International Studies Review, Vol. 38, No. 2 (Oct., 1994), pp. 

209-234 

• Charles Tilly, ‘ Terror, Terrorism, Terrorists’ ,  Sociological Theory, Vol. 22, No. 1, 

Mar., 2004, pp. 5-13 

• Claudio Cioffi-Revilla ,  ‘Origins and Evolution of War and Politics’ , International 

Studies Quarterly, Vol. 40, No. 1 (Mar., 1996), pp. 1-22 
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• George Perkovich ,  ‘Nuclear Proliferation’, Foreign Policy, No. 112 (Autumn, 1998), 

pp. 12-23 

• Jack S. Levy ,  ‘Theories of General War’ ,  World Politics, Vol. 37, No. 3 (Apr., 

1985), pp. 344-374 

• Kenneth N. Waltz,  ‘The Origins of War in Neorealist Theory’ ,  The Journal of 

Interdisciplinary History, Vol. 18, No. 4, 1988, pp. 615-628 

• Virginia Held ,  ‘Terrorism and War’ , The Journal of Ethics, Vol. 8, No. 1, Terrorism 

(2004), pp. 59-75 

 

 

Unit-II: Human Rights, Gender and Environment in World Politics 

• Theory and Practice of Human rights 

• Gender in word politics 

• Climate change and environmental cooperation 

 

Essential readings: 

• Gillian Youngs ,  ‘Feminist International Relations: A Contradiction in Terms? Or: 
Why Women and Gender Are Essential to Understanding the World 'We' Live in’, 
International Affairs (Royal Institute of International Affairs 1944-), Vol. 80, No. 1 

(Jan., 2004), pp. 75-87 

• Human Development Report-Fighting Climate Change: Human Solidarity in a 

Divided World, 2007-2008, (USA:UNDP, 2007) available at 

http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/reports/268/hdr_20072008_en_complete.pdf 

• Jack Donnelly, ‘The Relative Universality of Human Rights’, Human Rights 

Quarterly, Vol. 29, No. 2 (May, 2007), pp. 281-306  

• Kathleen Staudt, ‘Women and Gender’ in  Peter Burnell and Vicky Randall (ed) 

Politics in the Developing World, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005),pp. 106-

119 

• Michael Goodhart, Human Right-Politics and Practice, Oxford University Press, 

Oxford, 2009, Chapter 1-4 

• R. Claire Snyder , ‘What Is Third‐Wave Feminism? A New Directions Essay’ ,   
Signs, Vol. 34, No. 1 (Autumn 2008), pp. 175-196 

• Terrell Carver, Marysia Zalewski, Helen Kinsella and R. Charli Carpenter, ‘Gender 
and International Relations’, International Studies Review, Vol. 5, No. 2 (Jun., 2003), 

pp. 287-302 

• Todd Landman, ‘The Political Science of Human Rights’, British Journal of Political 

Science, Vol. 35, No. 3 (Jul., 2005), pp. 549-572 

 

Unit III: Citizenship, Migration and Demography 

1 Citizenship and the nation-state 

2 Refugees and forced migration 

3 World Population and demography 

 

Essential readings: 

 

• Bryan S. Turner, ‘Outline of a Theory of Citizenship’, Sociology, Vol. 24, No. 2 (May 

1990), pp. 189-217 

http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/reports/268/hdr_20072008_en_complete.pdf
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• Dennis Gallagher, ‘The Evolution of the International Refugee System’, International 

Migration Review, Vol. 23, No. 3, Special Silver Anniversary Issue: International 

Migration an Assessment for the 90's (Autumn, 1989), pp. 579-598 

• Gil Loescher , ‘The UNHCR and World Politics: State Interests vs. Institutional 
Autonomy’ ,  International Migration Review, Vol. 35, No. 1, Special Issue: UNHCR 

at 50: Past, Present and Future of Refugee Assistance (Spring, 2001), pp. 33-56 

• Irene Bloemraad, Anna Korteweg and Gökçe Yurdakul, ‘Citizenship and 
Immigration: Multiculturalism, Assimilation, and Challenges to the Nation State’, 
Annual Review of Sociology, Vol. 34 (2008), pp. 153-179 

• Jeremy Hein, ‘ Refugees, Immigrants, and the State’, Annual Review of Sociology, 

Vol. 19 (1993), pp. 43-59 

• Jost Delbrück, ‘Global Migration—Immigration—Multiethnicity: Challenges to the 

Concept of the Nation State’, Indiana Journal of Global Legal Studies, Vol. 2, No. 1, 

Symposium: Global Migration Future of the Nation-State (Fall, 1994), pp. 45-64 

• Kathleen Knight Abowitz and Jason Harnish, ‘Contemporary Discourses of 

Citizenship’, Review of Educational Research, Vol. 76, No. 4 (Winter, 2006), pp. 

653-690 

• Linda Bosniak, ‘Citizenship Denationalized’ Indiana Journal of Global Legal Studies, 

Vol. 7, No. 2 (Spring, 2000), pp. 447-509 

• Tadeusz Kugler and Siddharth Swaminathan, ‘The Politics of Population’, 
International Studies Review, Vol. 8, No. 4 (Dec., 2006), pp. 581-596 

 

Unit IV: Global Politics and the Information Age 

1 Media as ‘actors’ and ‘agents’ in World Politics 

2 Information Age and the Digital Divide 

3 New Media - politics and power 

 

Essential readings: 

 

• Allen Sens, Peter Stoett, Global Politics-Origins, Currents and Directions, Nelson 

Education Ltd., USA,  2010, pp.431-465 

• Brian White, Richard Little and Michael Smith, Issues in World Politics, Palgrave, 

NY,2001, pp.212-231 

• Douglas Kellner and Clayton Pierce, ‘Media and Globalisation’  in  George Ritzer 
(ed) The Blackwell Companion to Globalisation, Blackwell Publishing Ltd. USA,  

2007, pp. 383-395 

• Howard Tumber and Frank Webster ‘Globalisation and Information and 
Communications Technology: The Case of War’ in George Ritzer (ed) The Blackwell 

Companion to Globalisation, Blackwell Publishing Ltd., USA, 2007, pp. 396-413 

• Jennifer Bay and Thomas Rickert, ‘New Media and the Fourfold’ , JAC, Vol. 28, No. 

1/2 (2008), pp. 209-244 

• Lloyd I. Rudolph, ‘The Media and Cultural Politics’, Economic and Political Weekly, 

Vol. 27, No. 28 (Jul. 11, 1992), pp. 1489-1491+1493-1496 

• Michael Gurevitch, Stephen Coleman and Jay G. Blumler, ‘Political 
Communication—Old and New Media Relationships’, Annals of the American 

Academy of Political and Social Science, Vol. 625, The End of Television? Its Impact 

on the World (So Far) (Sep., 2009), pp. 164-181 
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• Patricia J. Campbell, Aran Mackinnon and Christy R. Stevens, An Introduction to 

Global Politics, Wiley Blackwell,UK, 2010, pp.251-289 

 

Further readings: 

 

• Anne-Marie Slaughter, Andrew S. Tulumello and Stepan Wood, ‘International Law 
and International Relations Theory: A New Generation of Interdisciplinary 

Scholarship’ ,  The American Journal of International Law, Vol. 92, No. 3 (Jul., 

1998), pp. 367-397 

• Antony Anghie, ‘The Evolution of International Law: Colonial and Postcolonial 
Realities’, Third World Quarterly, Vol. 27, No. 5, Reshaping Justice: International 

Law and the Third World (2006), pp. 739-753 

• Art Jervis, International Politics-Enduring Concepts and Contemporary Issues (IX 

Edn),  Pearson, New York, 2009, 

• Balakrishnan Rajagopal, ‘Counter-Hegemonic International Law: Rethinking Human 

Rights and Development as a Third World Strategy’, Third World Quarterly, Vol. 27, 

No. 5, Reshaping Justice: International Law and the Third World (2006), pp. 767-783 

• Christopher Mitchell, ‘International Migration, International Relations and Foreign 

Policy’, International Migration Review, Vol. 23, No. 3, Special Silver Anniversary 

Issue: International Migration an Assessment for the 90's (Autumn, 1989), pp. 681-

708 

• De Mesquita, Bruce Bueno, Principles of International Politics, CQ Press. 

Washington DC,  2010 

• Dominique Tabutin and Roger Depledge, ‘Whither Demography? Strengths and 
Weaknesses of the Discipline over Fifty Years of Change ‘,  Population Vol. 62, No. 

1 (2007), pp. 15-31 

• Eric Herring and Piers Robinson ‘Too Polemical or Too Critical? Chomsky on the 

Study of the News Media and US Foreign’, Review of International Studies, Vol. 29, 

No. 4 (Oct., 2003), pp. 553-568 

• Jackie Smith, Ron Pagnucco and Winnie Romeril, ‘Transnational social movement 
organisations in the global political arena’, Voluntas: International Journal of 

Voluntary and Nonprofit Organizations, Vol. 5, No. 2 (June 1994), pp. 121-154 

• James Lee Ray, and Juliet Kaarbo, Global Politics (IX edn.) , Houghton Mifflin Co., 

Boston, 2008 

• John A. Vasquez and Brandon Valeriano ,  ‘Classification of Interstate Wars’, The 

Journal of Politics, Vol. 72, No. 2 (April 2010), pp. 292-309 

• John Baylis and Steve Smith, Patricia Owens, The Globalization of World Politics, 

New York, OUP. 2011 

• John T Rourke, International Politics on the world stage , McGraw Hill, Boston, 

2008 

• Joseph S Nye Jr., Power in the Global Information Age , Routeledge, London, 2007, 

• Joseph S. Nye Jr., Understanding International Conflicts- An Introduction to theory 

and History (VII edn) Pearson Longman, New York, 2009, 

• Joshua.S. Goldstein, and Jon.C.Pevehouse, International Relation (VIII Edn) New – 

Delhi, Pearson,  2011 

• Karen A Mingst, and Ivan .M. Arreguin-Toft, Essential Readings in World Politics, 

W.W. Norton and Co., New York, 2011 
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• Kegley Jr., Charles W. and Shannon L Blanton, World Politics: Trend and 

Transformation, Thomson-Wadsworth,  Belmont, 2010 

• Lewis A. Dunn , ‘Nuclear Proliferation and World Politics’ ,  Annals of the American 

Academy of Political and Social Science, Vol. 430, Mar., 1977, pp. 96-109 

• Margaret P.Karns and Karen Migst, International Organisations-The Politics and 

Processes of Global Governance, Lynne Rienner Publishers, Inc., USA, 2010 

• Michael T. Snarr and D.Neil Snarr (ed), Introducing Global Issues,, Lynne Rienner 

Publishers, Inc., USA, 2007 

• Neera Chandhoke, ‘Global Civil Society and Global Justice’, Economic and Political 

Weekly, Vol. 42, No. 29 (Jul. 21-27, 2007), pp. 3016-3022 

• Ole Jacob Sending and Iver B. Neumann, ‘Governance to Governmentality: 
Analyzing NGOs, States, and Power, International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 50, No. 3 

(Sep., 2006), pp. 651-672 

• Patricia J. Campbell, Aran Mackinnon and Christy R. Stevens,  An Introduction to 

Global Politics, Wiley Blackwell, UK, 2010 

• Paul F. Diehl (ed), The Politics of Global Governance, Lynne Rienner Publishers, 

Inc.,  USA, 2005 

• Paul.R. Viotti, and Kauppi, Mark.V., International Relations and World Politics- 

Security, Economy, Identity, Pearson, New Delhi, 2007 

• Peter D. Feaver and Emerson M. S. Niou, ‘Managing Nuclear Proliferation: 

Condemn, Strike, or Assist?’, International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 40, No. 2 (Jun., 

1996), pp. 209-233 

• Robert Gilpin , ‘The Theory of Hegemonic War’, The Journal of Interdisciplinary 

History, Vol. 18, No. 4, The Origin and Prevention of Major Wars (Spring, 1988), pp. 

591-613 

• Ronaldo Munck, ‘Global Civil Society: Myths and Prospects’, Voluntas: 

International Journal of Voluntary and Nonprofit Organizations, Vol. 13, No. 4, 

Global Civil Society (December 2002), pp. 349-361 

• Sally Engle Merry, ‘Anthropology and International Law’, Annual Review of 

Anthropology, Vol. 35 (2006), pp. 99-116 

• Vivien Collingwood, ‘Non-Governmental Organisations, Power and Legitimacy in 

International Society’, Review of International Studies, Vol. 32, No. 3 (Jul., 2006), pp. 

439-454 

• Walter Carlsnaes, Thomas Risse, and Beth A. Simmons , (Ed) Handbook of 

International Relations,  Sage, London,2006, 

• World at Risk:A Global Issues Sourcebook , CQ Press , Washington,  2010 
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Course No. POL4066 

Environment and Politics 

 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

• This paper is an elective paper that intends to introduce students to themes and 

issues in the study of environment and politics.  It seeks to develop new insights 

among students on the diverse perspectives that have emerged to offer 

explanation and understanding on the emergence of environmental discourse. 

•  It introduces students to the debates in western political theory on the 

relationship between environment, development, community, gender and the 

state. It explores both the possibilities as well as limitations that political theory 

holds for issues in environmentalism. It also explores the contestations that 

underlie the clash between environment and development.  

•  The paper seeks to understand the role of civil society and judiciary in bringing 

salience to the environmental concerns. Apart from this the paper deals with the 

environmental issues in North East India and challenges ahead. 

COURSE OUTCOMES 

• The paper remains useful for students in developing ideas on politics which is 

helpful in providing theoretical insights and perspectives to students if they wish 

to pursue research programme in area of gender studies, environment and 

development studies.  

• The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exam and SLET 

exam. 

 

Unit-1:   Environmentalism and Political Theory 

1 The evolution of the environmental discourse 

2 Central ideas of Green Political Thought 

3 Ecofeminism and Eco-socialism 

Readings: 

• Carter, Neil, The Politics of the Environment: Ideas, Activism, Policy, Cambridge 

University Press, New York, 2007 

• Doyle, Timothy and Doug McEachern, Environment and Politics, Routledge, London 

and New York, 2001 

• Sachs, Wolfgang, TheDevelopment Dictionary: A Guide to Knowledge as Power, Zed 

Books, London and New York, 2010 

• Dobson, Andrew, Green Political Thought, Routledge, London and NewYork, 2005 
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• Gaard, Graeta, Ecofeminism: Women, Animals and Nature, Temple University Press, 

1993 

• Ramachandra Guha (ed) Social Ecology, Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1998 

• Shiva,Vandana, Ecofeminism, London, Zed Books,1984 

• Charlotte Bretherton, ‘Global Environmental Politics: Putting Gender on the 
Agenda?’, Review of International Studies, Vol. 24, No. 1 (Jan., 1998), pp. 85-100 

 

 

Unit-2:   Environment and Development 

1 New paradigm of Development 

2 Concept and indicators of Sustainable Development 

3 Ecological Modernisation and Ecological Citizenship 

Readings: 

• Baker, Susan, Sustainable Development, Routledge, New York, 2006 

• Dobson, Andrew and Robyn Eckersley, Political Theory and the Ecological 

Challenge, Cambridge University Press, New York, 2006 

• Bryant, Raymond L. AND Sinead Bailey, Third World Political Ecology, Routledge, 

London, 2005 

• Krishna, Sumi (1996) Environmental Politics: People’s Lives and Development, 
NewDelhi, Sage Publication 

Unit-3:   Environmental Governance  

1 Global Environmental Conventions; environmental policies of india 

2 Environmental movements in India 

3 Environmental Jurisprudence in India  

Readings: 

• Doyle, Timothy and Doug McEachern, Environment and Politics, Routledge, London 

and New York, 2001 

• Jayal, Niraja Gopal and Pratap Bhanu Mehta, The Oxford Companion to Politics In 

India, OUP, New Delhi, 2010 

• Global Environment Outlook: environment for development assessment report, 

UNEP,2007 

• Cudworth, Erika, Environment and Society, Routledge, New York, 2003 

• Krishna, Sumi(ed), Women’s Livelihood Srategies: Recasting Citizenship for 
Development, Sage Publications, New Delhi, 2007  

Unit-4:   Environmental Issues of   North East   India: 

1 Issues relating to water resources, forests and natural disasters 

2 Environmental hazards and social vulnerability  

3 Indigenous Communities and Common property resources 

Readings: 

• Karlsson, Bengt G., The Unruly Hills: A Political Ecology of India’s Northeast, 
Berghahn Books, 2011 

• McDuie Ra, Duncan, Civil Society, Democratisation and the search for Human 

Security: The Politics of the Environment, Gender and Identity in Northeast India, 

Nova Science Publishers, New York, 2009 

• Chopra, K., G.K. Kadekodi and M.N. Murthy. 1990. Participatory Development: 

People and Common Property Resources. Sage Publications, New Delhi. 

• Menon, Ajit and Ananda Vadivelu 2006. “Common Property Resources in Different 

Agro- Climatic Landscapes in India” in Conservation and Society. Vol (4, n 1). Pp. 
132-154 
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Course No. POL4076 

Development Studies 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

• This paper is an elective paper that intends to introduce students to themes and 

issues in development studies.  It seeks to develop new insights among students 

on the diverse perspectives that have emerged to offer explanation and 

understanding on the origin and consolidation of the idea of development and its 

relationship with state and democracy.  

• It explores both the possibilities as well as limitations of ‘development’ as a 
conceptual tool and in this regard it explores various approaches to the study of 

development. It also explores the contestations that underlie the clash between 

the idea of development and environment.  It introduces students to the debates 

in western political tradition on the relationship between gender, development 

and environment in a democracy and tries to situate it in the Indian context. 

•  It interrogates the idea of sustainable development apart from introducing 

students to the idea of human security and human development. 

 COURSE OUTCOMES 

• The paper remains useful for students in developing ideas on politics which is 

helpful in providing theoretical insights and perspectives to students if they wish 

to pursue research programme in the area of development studies.  

• The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exam and SLET 

exam. 

 

Unit I: Introduction to Development Studies 

1. Development studies: Purpose and Origins 

2. Current trends and the impasse in Development Studies 

3. Post-development theory 

Essential readings: 

• Anders Närman, ‘Development Thinking: Bridging the Gap between Theory and 
Practice’ ,  Human Geography, Vol. 79, No. 4, Current Development Thinking 

(1997), pp. 217-225 

• Andrew Sumner ,  ‘What Is Development Studies?’,  Development in Practice, Vol. 

16, No. 6 (Nov., 2006), pp. 644-650 



MA Syllabus (CBCS) 2016  

Department of Political Science, Gauhati University Page 87  

• Christine Sylvester , ‘Development Studies and Postcolonial Studies: Disparate Tales 
of the 'Third World', Third World Quarterly, Vol. 20, No. 4 (Aug., 1999), pp. 703-721 

• David Simon , ‘Development Reconsidered; New Directions in Development 

Thinking’ ,  Human Geography, Vol. 79, No. 4, Current Development Thinking 

(1997), pp. 183-201 

• J. Schuurman Frans, ‘Paradigms Lost, Paradigms Regained? Development Studies in 
the Twenty-First Century’ , Third World Quarterly, Vol. 21, No. 1 (Feb., 2000), pp. 

7-20 

• Jan Nederveen Pieterse, ‘After Post-Development’ , Third World Quarterly, Vol. 21, 

No. 2 (Apr., 2000), pp. 175-191 

• Jon Harald Sande Lie, ‘Post-Development Theory and the Discourse-Agency 

Conundrum’ ,  Social Analysis: The International Journal of Social and Cultural 

Practice, Vol. 52, No. 3 (Winter 2008), pp. 118-137 

• Michael Edwards, ‘The Irrelevance of Development Studies’, Third World Quarterly, 

Vol. 11, No. 1 (Jan., 1989), pp. 116-135 

 

Unit II : Development-Theories  and approaches  

1. Classical and neo-liberal approaches  

2. Marxian and dependency approaches 

3. Alternative and participatory approaches 

Essential readings: 

• Craig N. Murphy and Enrico Augelli, ‘International Institutions, Decolonization, and 
Development’ ,  International Political Science Review , Vol. 14, No. 1, (Jan., 1993), 

pp. 71-85 

• Hari Mohan Mathur, ‘Participatory Development: Some Areas of Current Concern’ ,  
Sociological Bulletin, Vol. 46, No. 1 (March 1997), pp. 53-95 

• John Brohman , ‘Economism and Critical Silences in Development Studies: A 

Theoretical Critique of Neoliberalism’ ,  Third World Quarterly, Vol. 16, No. 2 (Jun., 

1995), pp. 297-318 

• Kazuya Ishii, ‘The Socioeconomic Thoughts of Mahatma Gandhi: As an Origin of 
Alternative Development’, Review of Social Economy, Vol. 59, No. 3 (September 

2001), pp. 297-312 

• Ronald H. Chilcote ‘Issues of Theory in Dependency and Marxism’, Latin American 

Perspectives, Vol. 8, No. 3/4, Dependency and Marxism (Late Summer - Autumn, 

1981), pp. 3-16 

• Tony Smith , ‘The Underdevelopment of Development Literature: The Case of 

Dependency Theory’, World Politics, Vol. 31, No. 2 (Jan., 1979), pp. 247-288 

• Trevor Parfitt, ‘The Ambiguity of Participation: A Qualified Defence of Participatory 
Development’ ,  Third World Quarterly, Vol. 25, No. 3 (2004), pp. 537-556 

 

Unit III: Gender , Environment and Development 

1. The concept of Ecofeminism 

2. Gendered approach to development 

3. Environment and Sustainable development 

Essential readings: 

• Bronwyn James, ‘Is Ecofeminism Relevant?’, Agenda: Empowering Women for 
Gender Equity, No. 29, Women and the Environment (1996), pp. 8-21 

• Charlotte Bretherton, ‘Global Environmental Politics: Putting Gender on the 
Agenda?’, Review of International Studies, Vol. 24, No. 1 (Jan., 1998), pp. 85-100 
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• Eiman Zein-Elabdin, ‘Development, Gender, and the Environment: Theoretical or 
Contextual Link? Toward an Institutional Analysis of Gender’, Journal of Economic 

Issues, Vol. 30, No. 4 (Dec., 1996), pp. 929-947 

• Indra Munshi, ‘'Environment' in Sociological Theory’, Sociological Bulletin, Vol. 49, 

No. 2 (September 2000), pp. 253-266 

• Janet Brand, ‘Sustainable Development: The International, National and Local 
Context for Women’, Built Environment (1978-), Vol. 22, No. 1, Women and the 

Environment (1996), pp. 58- 71 

• M. Shamsul Haque, ‘Environmental Discourse and Sustainable Development: 
Linkages and Limitations’, Ethics and the Environment, Vol. 5, No. 1 (2000), pp. 3-

21 

• Sara Curran , ‘Topics in Development: Gender and Development’ ,  Women's Studies 

Quarterly, Vol. 31, No. 3/4, Women and Development: Rethinking Policy and 

Reconceptualizing Practice (Fall - Winter, 2003), pp. 293-302 

• Susan Buckingham, ‘Ecofeminism in the Twenty-First Century’, The Geographical 

Journal, Vol. 170, No. 2, Environment and Development in the UK,(Jun., 2004), pp. 

146-154 

• Vidhu Verma , ‘Engendering Development: Limits of Feminist Theories and Justice’, 
Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 39, No. 49 (Dec. 4-10, 2004), pp. 5246-5252 

 

Unit-IV: Human Development  

1. Capability approach  

2. Millennium Development Goals, HDI 

3. Human Security and Rights based approach to development 

Essential readings: 

• Alexandre Apsan Frediani “Sen's Capability Approach as a framework to the practice 
of development”, Development in Practice, Vol. 20, No. 2 (April 2010), pp. 173-187 

• Amitav Acharya, “Human Security” in John Baylis, Steve Smith and Patricia Owens 
(eds) The Globalisation of World Politics (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008),pp. 

490-505 

• Andrea Cornwall and Celestine Nyamu-Musembi, ‘Putting the 'Rights-Based 

Approach' to Development into Perspective’, Third World Quarterly, Vol. 25, No. 8 

(2004), pp. 1415-1437 

• Caroline Thomas , ‘Global Governance, Development and Human Security: 
Exploring the Links’ , Third World Quarterly, Vol. 22, No. 2 (Apr., 2001), pp. 159-

175 

• Human Development Report 1994, available at 

http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/reports/255/hdr_1994_en_complete_nostats.pdf 

• Niels C. Lind “Some Thoughts on the Human Development Index” , Social Indicators 

Research, Vol. 27, No. 1 (Aug., 1992), pp. 89-101 

• Paul Streeten , “Human Development: Means and Ends”, The Bangladesh 

Development Studies, Vol. 21, No. 4 (December 1993), pp. 65-76 

• Roland Paris ,  ‘Human Security: Paradigm Shift or Hot Air?’ , International Security, 

Vol. 26, No. 2 (Fall, 2001), pp. 87-102 

Further readings: 

• Andy Summer and Michael Tribe, International Development Studies-Theories and 

Methods in Resaerch and Practise, Sage Publications Ltd . London, 2008 

• Andy Sumner and Michael Tribe, ‘What Could Development Studies Be?’, 
Development in Practice, Vol. 18, No. 6 (Nov., 2008), pp. 755-766 
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• Anthony J. Parel, ‘Gandhi and the Emergence of the Modern Indian Political Canon’, 
The Review of Politics, Vol. 70, No. 1, Special Issue on Comparative Political Theory 

(Winter, 2008), pp. 40-63 

• Arturo Escobar, ‘Imagining a Post-Development Era? Critical Thought, Development 

and Social Movements’, Social Text, No. 31/32,   Imagining a Post-Development Era? 

Critical Thought, Development and Social Movements 

• Björn Hettne ,  ‘The Development of Development Theory’ ,  Acta Sociologica, Vol. 

26, No. 3/4 (1983), pp. 247-266 

• David G. Victor, ‘Recovering Sustainable Development’, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 85, 

No. 1 (Jan. - Feb., 2006), pp. 91-103 

• Debnarayan Sarker, ‘Development Theory and Gendered Approach to Development: 
A Review in the Third World Perspective’, Sociological Bulletin, Vol. 55, No. 1 

(January-April 2006), pp. 45-66 

• Ilan Kapoor, ‘Participatory Development, Complicity and Desire’ , Third World 

Quarterly, Vol. 26, No. 8 (2005), pp. 1203-1220 

• Jorge Larrain, Theories of Development, Polity Press, UK, 1989 

• Jyotirmaya Tripathy, ‘ How Gendered Is Gender and Development? Culture, 

Masculinity, and Gender Difference ‘, Development in Practice, Vol. 20, No. 1 (Feb., 

2010), pp. 113-121 

• Katie Willis, Theories and Practices of Development, Routledge, New York, 2005 

• Knut G. Nustad , ‘Development: The Devil We Know?’ , Third World Quarterly, Vol. 

22, No. 4 (Aug., 2001), pp. 479-489 

• Melissa Leach and Cathy Green, ‘Gender and Environmental History: From 
Representation of Women and Nature to Gender Analysis of Ecology and Politics’, 
Environment and History, Vol. 3, No. 3 (October 1997), pp. 343-370 

• Melissa Leach, ‘Gender and the Environment: Traps and Opportunities’, Development 

in Practice, Vol. 2, No. 1 (Feb., 1992), pp. 12-22 

• Peter Burnell, Vicky Randall, Lise Rakner (eds), Politics in the Developing World, 

Oxford University Press, New York , 2011 

• Rajindar K. Koshal and Manjulika Koshal ,  ‘Gandhian Economic Philosophy’, 
American Journal of Economics and Sociology, Vol. 32, No. 2 (Apr., 1973), pp. 191-

209 

• Robert B.Potter, Tony Binns, Jennifer A. Elliott, David Smith , Geographies of 

Development-An Introduction to Development Studies,Pearson Education Ltd, UK, 

2008 

• Vandana Desai, Robert B. Potter, The Companion to Development Studies, Hodder 

Education , Great Britain, 2011 
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Course No. POL4086 

Elections in India 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

• This paper is an elective paper that intends to introduce students to themes and 

issues in the study of elections in India.  It seeks to develop new insights among 

students on the diverse perspectives that have emerged to offer explanation and 

understanding on the emergence and consolidation of the idea of representative 

democracy in India.  

•  It explores both the possibilities as well as limitations of the electoral system 

adopted in a deeply diverse society. It introduces students to the procedures and 

model code of conduct apart from the working of EVMs in India.  It introduces 

students to the issues in delimitation of constituencies and also explores debates 

around representation and reservations in legislatures.   

• The paper deals with the nature and pattern of party system and its fallout on 

the working of democracy. Also the paper deals with rationale of electoral 

reforms and challenges ahead. 

COURSE OUTCOMES 

• The paper remains useful for students if they wish to pursue research in the 

area of election studies.  

• The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exam and 

SLET exam. 

 

Unit I. Democracy, Electoral System and Elections in India  

1. Democracy in India: Emergence of Liberal and Representative Politics in India, 

Parliamentary Democracy and its critics. 

2. Electoral System : Origin, Debates in the Constituent Assembly, Competing 

Assessments 

3. Election Commission of India: Position, Functions and Actual Working 

4. Elections in India: Procedure, Processes, Electronic Voting Machines, Model Code of 

Conduct 

 

Selected Readings: 
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• James Manor 1990. ‘How and Why Liberal and Representative Politics Emerged in 
India’,  Political Studies. XXXVIII, 20-38 

• Alistair McMillan, ‘Election Commission of India’, in Niraja Gopal Jayal and Pratap 

Bhanu Mehta (eds.) Oxford Companion to Politics in India, OUP, New Delhi, 2010. 

• Arend Lijphart, ‘Thinking About Democracy: Power Sharing and Majority Rule in 

Theory and Practice, Routledge, New Delhi, 2008.  

• E. Sridharan, ‘The Origins of the Electoral System: Rules, Representation and Power-

Sharing in India’s Democracy’, in Zoya Hasan et al (eds.) India’s Living Constitution: 
Ideas, Practices and Controversies, Permanent Blcak 2002. 

• Ramashray Roy, ‘What Ails Our Electoral System? Indian Journal of Public 

Administration, Special Issue (July-Sept.1991) 

• J V Deshpande, ‘ Reforming the Electoral System’ Economic and Political Weekly. 

December 19,1998. 

• B L Shankar and Valerian Rodrigues, ‘The Indian Parliament : A Democracy At 
Work’ OUP, New Delh, 2011. 

• Srinivasan Ramani, ‘A Flawed Democracy – The Case for Proportional 

Representation in India’, Kafila.org, 15 March 2012. 

     

Unit II. Political Parties and Party System in India 

1. Classification of Political Parties in India 

2. Political Parties and Party System : Ideology and Social Base of Regional and 

National Parties in India 

3. Transformation of  Party System and the Emergence of Coalition Politics 

4. Changing Contours of Party System in India   

 

Selected Readings: 

• Arvind Shivramkrishnan, ‘Short on Democracy: Issues Facing Indian Political 

Parties’,  Imprint One, Gurgao, 2007. 

-------Changing Trends of Electoral Politics, Seminar No 640, Dec 2012. 

• Christophe Jaffrelot & Sanjay Kumar , ‘Rise of the Plebians: The Changing Face of 

Indian Legislative Assemblies’, Routledge, New Delhi, 2009. 

• Christopher Jafferlot, India’s Silent Revolution: The Rise of the Lower Castes in 

North Indian Politics,  Permanent Black 2003. 

• K.K. Kailash, ‘Federal Calculations in State Level Governments’, India Review,  

10:3, 246-282 

• M. V. Rajeev Gowda and E. Sridharan, ‘The Consolidation of India’s Democracy: 
The Role of Parties and the Party System, 1947-2006’, in Sumit Ganguly, Larry 
Diamond and Marc Plattner, (eds.) The State of India’s Democracy, OUP , New 

Delhi, 2007. 

• Nani Gopal Mahanta, Lok Sabha Elections in Assam shifting of Traditional Vote 

Bases to BJP , Economic & Political Weekly, August 30, 2014 vol xlIX no 35 

• Palshikar,K.C.Suri,Yogendra Yadav, Party Competition in Indian States: Electoral 

Politics in Post Congress Polity,2014,Oxford,NewDelhi 
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• Pradeep Chibber and Irfan Nooruddin, ‘Do Party Systems Count? The Number of 
Parties and Government Performance in the Indian States’, Comparative Political 

Studies, Vol. 37 No. 2, 2004. 

• Sandhya Goswami, Assam Multiple Reallignments and Fragmentation of Party 

System, Journal of Indian School of Economy, Vol 15 No 1 & 2; 

• Special issue on National Election Study 2014,Economic & Political Weekly, 

September 27, 2014 Vol XLIX No 39 

• Steven Wilkinson, Votes and Violence: Electoral Competition and Ethnic Riots in 

India, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge. 2004. 

• Sudha Pai edited of Handbook of Politics in Indian States, Region, Parties, and 

Economic Reforms, oxford,2013 

• Suhas Palshikar and Yogendra Yadav, Electoral Politics in the Indian States: Lok 

Sabha Elections in 2004 and Beyond’, OUP, New Delhi  2009. 

• Suhas Palshikar and Yogendra Yadav, Special Issue on Political Parties and Elections 

in the States, Journal of Indian Political Economy, January-June 2003. 

• Zoya Hasan (ed.) Parties and Party Politics in India, OUP, New Delhi2009 

 

Unit III.Election and Issues of Representation in India 

1. Delimitation of Constituencies 

2. Reservations and Representation: Scheduled Castes/ Tribes, Women and 

Minorities 

3. Debate on Reservation for Women in Legislatures 

4. Election Campaign 

 

Selected Readings: 

• A.K. Verma, ‘Fourth Delimitation of Constituencies: An Appraisal’ Economic and 

Political Weekly, March15, 2008. 

• Alistair Mcmillan, ‘Delimitation, Democracy and End of Constitutional Freeze’, 
Economic and Political Weekly. April8,2000 

• Alistair McMillan, ‘Population Change and the Democratic Structure’, Seminar, 

October 2001 

• Alistair Mcmillan, Standing at the Margins: Representation and Electoral 

Reservations, OUP, New Delhi 2005. 

• Iqbal Ansari, ‘Minority Representation’ Seminar 506-October 2001 

• K C Shivramkrishnan, ‘North-South Divide and Delimitation Blues’, Economic and 

Political Weekly. August26-September2, 2000 

• K.C. Sivaramkrishnan, ‘Constituencies Delimitation: Deep Freeze Again?’ EPW, 22 

December  2001. 

• Shirin Rai and Kumud Sharma, ‘Democratizing the Indian Parliament: Reservation 
for Women Debate, Shirin Rai, (ed.) International Perspective on Gender and 

Development, 2000. 

• Stephanie Tawa Lama-Rewal, ‘Electoral Reservations, Political Representation and 

Social Change in India : A Comparative Perspective’, Manohar, New Delhi,2005. 
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• Yogendra Yadav, ‘Political Representation’, in Niraja Gopal Jayal and Pratap Bhanu 
Mehta (ed.) , Oxford Companion to Politics in India, OUP, New Delhi2010. 

• Zoya Hasan, Politics of Inclusion: Castes, Minorities and Affirmative Action, OUP, 

New Delhi 2009. 

     

Unit IV.  Electoral Reforms in India: Issues and Challenges 

1. Electoral Laws and Electoral Reform: Proposals and Response 

2. Reforming the Party System: Organization, Functioning and Internal Democracy 

3. Reforming the Politics: Criminalization, Corruption and Electoral Finance 

4. Role of Media and Electoral Processes in India:  Election Studies  and Exit Polls 

Selected Readings 

• ‘Electoral Reform’, Seminar, October 2001. 

• Arvind Shivramkrishnan, ‘Short on Democracy: Issues Facing Indian Political 

Parties’,  Imprint One, Gurgao, 2007. 

• E. Sridharan (2007), ‘Electoral Finance Reform: The Relevance of International 
Experience’, in Vikram K. Chand (ed.) ‘Reinventing Public Service Delivery in India: 

Selected Case Studies’, Sage, New Delhi 
• E. Sridharan, ‘Towards State Funding of Elections in India? A Comparative 

Perspective on Possible Options’, Journal of Policy Reform, Vol.3 Issue 3, 1999 

• J V Deshpande, ‘ Reforming the Electoral System’ Economic and Political Weekly. 

December 19,1998. 

• Mahajan, Gurpreet, ‘Unspoken Truth of Indian Elections’, The Hindu, 22nd October 

2014. http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/unspoken-truth-of-indian-

elections/article6524239.ece 

• Mahajan Gurpreet, ‘From forecasting to Foretelling’ Seminar,April 2014 

• Pratap Bhanu Mehta, ‘Is Electoral and Institutional Reform the Answer?’ Seminar, 

October, 2001. 

• Palshikar, Suhas, ‘Modi, Media and the Middle Class’, Seminar,April 2014 

• Ramashray Roy, ‘What Ails Our Electoral System? Indian Journal of Public 

Administration, Special Issue (July-Sept.1991) 

• Seminar. 656. April 2014. A POLITY IN FLUX: a symposium on political dilemmas 

and emerging challenges. 

• Sridharan, E., “Do the Major National Parties Function Federally?” in Ajay K. Mehra, 
ed., Party Politics in India: Emerging Trajectories, New Delhi: Lancer Publications, 

2013. 

• Srinivasan Ramani, ‘A Flawed Democracy – The Case for Proportional 

Representation in India’, Kafila.org, 15 March 2012. 

• Stéphanie Tawa Lama-Rewal, ‘Studying Elections in India: Scientific and Political 

Debates’, Samaj, 3/2009. 

• Tillin, Louise, ‘Reshaping Indian Polity? Seminar,April 2014 

• Zoya Hasan, ‘Political Parties, in Niraja Gopal Jayal and Pratap Bhanu Mehta (ed.), 

Oxford Companion to Politics in India, OUP, New Delhi2010. 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/unspoken-truth-of-indian-elections/article6524239.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/unspoken-truth-of-indian-elections/article6524239.ece
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Course No. POL4096 

Human Rights 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

• This paper is an open/elective paper that intends to introduce students to themes 

and issues in the study of Human Rights.  It seeks to develop new insights among 

students on the diverse perspectives that have emerged to offer explanation and 

understanding on the emergence and consolidation of the idea of Human Rights.   

• It explores both the possibilities as well as limitations of the idea of Human 

Rights.  The paper deals with the emergence Human Rights, its violations and its 

fallout on the working of Indian democracy.   

• The paper also deals with the different kinds of human right violations and in 

particular looks at the human right violations of vulnerable groups in India.  

 COURSE OUTCOMES 

• The paper remains useful for students if they wish to pursue research in the 

area of election studies. 

•  The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exam and 

SLET exam. 

Unit I: Substantive Dimension of Human Rights 

• Sources of rights 

• Types, generations and hierarchies of rights. 

• Human rights: Between Universalism and Relativism 

Essential readings: 

Alison Dundes Renteln , The Concept of Human Rights ,    Anthropos, Bd. 83, H. 4./6. 

(1988), pp. 343-364 

 

Jack Donnelly , Human Rights as Natural Rights ,  Human Rights Quarterly, Vol. 4, No. 3 

(Autumn, 1982), pp. 391-405 

 

Antoon De Baets,  The Impact of the "Universal Declaration of Human Rights" on the Study 

of History, History and Theory, Vol. 48, No. 1 (Feb., 2009), pp. 20-43 

 

Jack Donnelly, Cultural Relativism and Universal Human Rights ,  Human Rights Quarterly, 

Vol. 6, No. 4 (Nov., 1984), pp. 400-419 

 

Unit II: Human Rights: Global Challenges 

• UN human rights system 

http://internationalhumanrightslaw.net/class/sources-and-interpretation-of-rights/
http://internationalhumanrightslaw.net/class/types-generations-and-hierarchies-of-rights/
http://internationalhumanrightslaw.net/class/human-rights-between-universalism-and-relativism/
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• International refugee regime 

• Gender and human rights 

Essential readings: 

 

Yoram Dinstein , Human Rights: Implementation Through the UN System , Proceedings of 

the Annual Meeting (American Society of International Law), Vol. 89, STRUCTURES OF 

WORLD ORDER (APRIL 5-8, 1995), pp. 242-247 

 

Charles B. Keely,  The International Refugee Regime(s): The End of the Cold War Matters , 

The International Migration Review, Vol. 35, No. 1, Special Issue: UNHCR at 50: Past, 

Present and Future of Refugee Assistance (Spring, 2001), pp. 303-314 

 

Alexander Betts , Institutional Proliferation and the Global Refugee Regime ,  Perspectives 

on Politics, Vol. 7, No. 1 (Mar., 2009), pp. 53-58 

 

Satya Prakash Das , Human Rights : A Gender Perspective  : The Indian Journal of Political 

Science, Vol. 66, No. 4 (Oct.-Dec., 2005), pp. 755-772 

 

Charlotte Bunch , Women's Rights as Human Rights: Toward a Re-Vision of Human Rights , 

Human Rights Quarterly, Vol. 12, No. 4 (Nov., 1990), pp. 486-498 

 

 

Unit III: Human Rights in India 

• National security and Human Rights 

• Civil liberty movements 

• Development, Displacement and Human Rights 

Essential readings: 

 

Mariano Grondona , Reconciling Internal Security and Human Rights , International Security, 

Vol. 3, No. 1 (Summer, 1978), pp. 3-16 

 

B.P. Singh, Human Rights in India: Problems and Perspectives, New Delhi: Deep & Deep, 

2008 

 

SAHRDC, Human Rights and International Law, OUP, New Delhi, 2008.  

 

 

Unit IV: Rights of Vulnerable Groups in India  

• Constitutional protection and state responses to protection of SC and ST 

• Rights of children 

• Rights of the differently-abled 

Essential readings: 

 
Anuradha Kumar, Encyclopaedia of Human Rights Development of under Privilege, New 

Delhi: Sarup, 2002 

 

B.P. Singh, Human Rights in India: Problems and Perspectives, New Delhi: Deep & Deep, 

2008. 
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B.R. Sharma, Encyclopaedia of Human Rights and Women's Development, New Delhi: Sarup 

& sons, 2002. 

 

Further readings: 

 

Anuradha Kumar, Encyclopaedia of Human Rights Development of under Privilege, New 

Delhi: Sarup, 2002 

 

B.P. Singh, Human Rights in India: Problems and Perspectives, New Delhi: Deep & Deep, 

2008. 

 

B.R. Sharma, Encyclopaedia of Human Rights and Women's Development, New Delhi: Sarup 

& sons, 2002. 

 

K.P. Saksena, (ed.), Human Rights and the Constitution: Vision and the Reality, New Delhi: 

Gyan Publishing, 2003 

 

Kevin Boyle (ed.), New Institutions for Human Rights Protection, OUP, Clarendon, 2009. 

 

M. R. Ishay, The History of Human Rights, Orient Longman, New Delhi, 2004. 

 

Michael Freeman, Human Rights: An Interdisciplinary Approach, Oxford: Polity, 2002.  

 

Mujawar, Wasiyoddin R., Social and Political Movements for Human Rights, Delhi: 

Manglam Pub., 2009 

 

R.J. Vincent, Human Rights and International Relations, Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 1986 

 

S.N. Chaudhary, Human rights and poverty in India: theoretical issues, Delhi: Concepts, 

2005 

 

SAHRDC, Human Rights and International Law, OUP, New Delhi, 2008.  

 

United Nations, Human Rights: A Compilation of International Instruments, Bookwell, New 

Delhi, 2002. 

 

Upendra Baxi,: The Future of Human Rights, New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 
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