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2. Relevance of the programme with HEI’s mission and goals: 

 Gauhati University was established in 1948 with a mission to revitalize educational 

leadership, to set the standard for the production and dissemination of knowledge as well as 

to become an effective instrument of change in the society.  

 Keeping in view the motto of “Education For All”, Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) to be offered 

through ODL mode is very much relevant to the HEI’s mission and goals as it aims to 

provide quality education to those aspiring candidates who are deprived of higher education 

due to the limited number of intake in the conventional mode of education in the 

Universities. Moreover, to keep the quality intact the curriculum and syllabus have been 

designed at par with the conventional mode keeping in mind the specific needs and 

acceptability of the learners in the ODL mode and in keeping with the aims and objectives of 

the University. All the under graduate courses are offered by Gauhati University.  

3. Nature and target group of learners:  

(1)  Those deprived of admission in the regular mode due to limited intake capacity.  

(2)  Those employed in various organizations who desire to pursue higher education as a 

passion or as a means for movement up the promotional ladder.  

(3)  Drop outs primarily due to social , financial and economic compulsions as well as 

demographic factors. 

(5) Rural population of any age and those living in remote areas where higher education 

institutes are not easily accessible.  

(4)  Job seekers.  

4. Appropriateness of the programme to be conducted in the ODL mode for acquiring 

specific skills and competence-  

 The Bachelor Programme in Arts to be offered through ODL mode will have certain learning 

outcomes. This programme will help the learners-  

 To improve literacy, especially among the rural poor. 

 To rid under privileged society of social evils. 

 Capacity building among the rural population. 
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 To enable the under privileged to  appreciate multicultural perspectives. 

 To understand the history that discipline approaches to organizing knowledge. 

 To apply skills and knowledge in an internship experience. 

5.  Instructional Design: 

a)  Curriculum Design: The curriculum is designed by a committee comprising experts 

from the parent department of the HEI and GUIDOL, keeping in view the needs of the 

diverse groups of learners. To start with the syllabus that is in vogue in the regular 

courses will be adopted, however study self study material shall be made available to the 

learners.  Gauhati University has recently begun adopting the CBCS syllabus under its 

regular B.Com. Programme. GUIDOL has also adopted the same syllabus in its B.Com 

Programme. Preparation, production and delivery of Self Learning Materials have also 

been started by the GUIDOL authority.  

b)  Detailed Syllabus:  As per the under graduate course offered in the regular mode by 

Gauhati University.  As already mentioned, GUIDOL follows the same CBCS syllabus 

that Gauhati University follows for its regular B.Com. Programme. File containing 

detailed syllabus is attached as Enclosure-I. 

c)  Duration of the Program:  Minimum 3 (three) years. However, the learners are required 

to complete the course within 5 (five) years from the date of admission. 

d) Instructional Delivery Mechanism: The semester system introduced by gauhati 

university shall be followed. The programme shall be delivered in 6 (six) semesters with 

the opportunity to choose optional courses offered. The learners shall be provided with 

the printed online SLM which covers almost all the contents in the syllabus. Counseling 

classes shall be held in various affiliated study centers. The progress of the learners shall 

be evaluated by Internal Assessment and Term end/semester end examination. 

Examination rules shall be as per the rules and regulations adopted by Gauhati 

University.  

e)  Faculty:  Gauhati University institute of distance and Open learning (GUIDOL) shall not 

enroll students for the undergraduate BA Programme and admissions will be left to the 

recognized study centers. Consequently, GUIDOL has no plans of organizing contact 

classes and other facilities offered under the ODL mode.  As such GUIDOL has no plan 
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to recruit permanent, part time or contractual faculty for the purpose. Arranging contact 

classes shall be the responsibility of the recognized centers that is the affiliated colleges  

 f)  Media: Print Media, ICT based content, content delivered through e-learning portal. 

g)  Student Support Service:  Existing library and other existing facilities for education in 

distance mode shall be made available to interested Undergraduate learners also. Further, 

in order to successfully execute the programme, a wide range of support services are 

provided to the ODL learners, both Post graduate and Undergraduate learners. The 

various support services are listed as below- 

i)  Network of Study Centers: To assist its learner GUIDOL has established 118 study 

centers throughout the State of Assam but within the territorial jurisdiction of Gauhati 

University. 

ii) Library with around 7 thousand collections of materials which includes books, 

journals, magazines, CD and DVDs.   

iii) E-Learning Portal: www.bodhidroom.net the first of its kind in the entire North east 

region of India.  

iv) Dynamic Website www.idolgu.in : Gauhati University has a dedicated dynamic 

website for ODL learners where one can get all the information regarding its 

programmes, up-coming events, examination results etc. 

v)  Community FM Radio: Gauhati University has its own Community radio station 

named as “Radio Luit 90.8 FM” and operates daily from 8AM to 8PM. The 

Community Radio station shall be extensively used to broadcast radio talks on 

various courses daily. The broadcast contents are designed as per the requirements by 

teaching staff of both the ODL Institute as well as the parent department. Experts are 

outsourced if the situation arises. Radio Luit has recently started a Facebook live page 

with an objective to reach those learners who fall beyond its radius. 

6. Procedure for Admissions, Curriculum transaction and Evaluation-  

 Admission- The admission process normally starts from August and ends by the end of 

September every year. However, in the current pandemic situation of COVID-19, admission 

process shall start as per the UGC guidelines. The minimum eligibility for BA programme is 
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10+2 from any recognized Board. The proposed fee for admission is Rs 4000.00 (Four 

Thousand only) per year.  

 Curriculum transaction- Activity Planner: The exercise of preparing an activity planner 

will be the responsibility of the affiliated under graduate colleges and the nodal person shall 

be the Principal of the college as well as the Coordinator approved by the Gauhati University 

IDOL advisory committee. 

 Evaluation- Each course/paper shall carry 80% weightage for the term-end examinations 

and 20% for internal evaluation in the form of Home Assignments/internal examinations. In 

order to pass/clear a course/paper in a subject, a candidate must secure minimum 30% Marks 

in each course/paper. All examinations are conducted by the Controller of Examinations as 

per examination Rules and Regulations of the Gauhati University. 

7.  Library Resource:   

 College library (affiliated study Centers) shall be available to the students under ODL mode 

and this arrangement has already been communicated to each study centre.  

8. Estimated cost of the Programme:  

The total estimated cost of introducing the programme cannot be estimated as intake of 

students in different centers cannot be ascertained. However, a rough estimate may include, 

the preparation and printing of SLM.  

9. Quality assurance Mechanism and Expected Programme outcome:  

As it is well known , all college have as established IQAC , which is responsible for 

assessing and monitoring the quality of the undergraduate courses in close cooperation with 

the IDOL headquarters at Gauhati University.  

10. A monitoring mechanism at the Gauhati University has already been established at the 

Gauhati University for the Undergraduate courses. The Quality Assurance Cell includes the 

Deans of the different Faculty, Nominated Heads of the Arts Departments, Executive Council 

members, administrative staff and teaching staff of the institute. 
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Course Benchmark Statement: Bachelor degree in Arts shall be awarded to those learners 

who demonstrate: 

 improved literacy, especially among the rural poor. 

 capacity building among the rural population. 

 To enable the under privileged to appreciate multicultural perspectives. 

 understanding of  history that discipline approaches to organizing knowledge. 

 application of  skills and knowledge of entrepreneurship.  

 professional competence and employability. 
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FIRST SEMESTER CORE 

 

ECO-RC-1016: Principles of Microeconomics–I 

Course Description 
 

This course intends to expose the student to the basic principles in Microeconomic 

Theory and illustrate with applications. 

 

Course Outline 
 

1. Introduction 

Problem of scarcity and choice: scarcity, choice and opportunity cost; production possibility 

frontier; economic systems. 

Demand and supply: law of demand, determinants of demand, shifts of demand  versus 

movements along a demand curve, market demand, law of supply, determinants of supply, 

shifts of supply versus movements along a supply curve, market supply, market equilibrium. 

Applications of demand  and  supply:  price  rationing,  price  floors,  consumer surplus, 

producersurplus. 

Elasticity: price elasticity of demand, calculating elasticity, determinants of price elasticity, 

otherelasticities. 

 

2. Consumer Theory 
Budget constraint, concept of utility, diminishing marginal utility, Diamond-water paradox, 

income and substitution effects; consumer choice: indifference curves, derivation of demand 

curve from indifference curve and budget constraint. 

 

3. Production andCosts 
Production: behavior of profit maximizing firms, production process, production functions, 

law of variable proportions, choice of technology, isoquant and isocost lines, cost 

minimizing equilibriumcondition. 

Costs: costs in the short run, costs in the long  run,  revenue  and  profit  maximizations, 

minimizing losses, short run industry supply curve, economies and diseconomies of scale, 

long runadjustments. 

 

4. PerfectCompetition 
Assumptions: theory of a firm under perfect competition, demand and revenue; equilibrium 

of the firm in the short run and long run;  long  run  industry  supply  curve: increasing, 

decreasing and constant costindustries. 

Welfare: allocative efficiency under perfectcompetition. 

 

Readings: 
 

Case, Karl E. & Ray C. Fair, Principles of Economics, Pearson Education, Inc., 8
th 
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1st SEMESTER (REGULAR) 
EDU-RC-1016 

FOUNDATIONS OF EDUCATION 

Total Marks: 100 (External: 80 and Internal: 20) 

Credit-6 

Course Objectives: 

After completion of this course the learner will be able to  

· Acquaint with the principles of education 

· Gain knowledge about different various Forms and Aims of Education  

· Understand the concept and importance of Discipline and Freedom.  

· Acquire knowledge about the concept of Emotional and National Integration and 

International Understanding. 

Course contents 

Units Content 

Unit-1  Concept of Education 

· Meaning ,Nature and Scope of education 

· Forms of education-  

· Formal education, Informal and Non formal education- Meaning and 

Nature. School as an agency of formal education 

· Aims of education, Meaning and importance of Aims. Types of Aims-  

· Social Vs Individual aim. 

· Vocational and Liberal aim 

· Democratic aim of education.    

Unit-2 Philosophy and Education 

· Philosophy: Meaning, Nature and Scope 

· Philosophy of Education: Meaning and Scope 

· Relationship between education and philosophy 

· Impact of philosophy on education  

Unit-3   Psychology and Education 

· Meaning and nature of Psychology 

· Relation between education and psychology 

· Educational Psychological-Nature, Scope, Method Observation, 

Experimentation, Case study method 

· Importance of Educational Psychology in teaching –learning process    

Unit-4 Education for National Integration and International understanding 

· Meaning and Nature of National Integration and International understanding   

· Role of education in development of National Integration and International 

understanding.  

· Globalization and its impact in developing International cooperation 

Unit-5 Sociology and Education 

· Concept and methods of Sociology, Educational Sociology: Meaning, 



Page | 5  

 

Nature, Scope and Importance, Relation between education and sociology 

· Social group: Meaning, Nature and Classification, Importance of Primary 

and Secondary Groups  

· Concept of socialization, Education as a socialization process 

Recommended Readings: 

Ø Ross J.S. – The Ground Work of Educational Theory. 

Ø Raymont T-- Principles of Education. 

Ø Safaya R.N. & Shaiyda B.D. -- Development of Educational Theory and Practice. 

Ø Bhatia & Bhatia – Theory and Principles of Education 

Ø Agarwal J.C. – Theory and Principles of Education. 

Ø Chatterjee S. – Principles and Practice of Modern Education 

Ø Baruah  J. -- Sikshatatta. 

Ø Goswami, D, 2014- Philosophy of Education, DVS Publishers, Guwahati 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

DETAILED SYLLABUS 

SEMESTER I 

Compulsory Core:  

DSC 1A: 

 

ENG-CC-1016  

English I 

 

Prose

 All my Sons

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grammar

 

 

 

 

 



Discipline Specific Core I – A 

 

ENG-RC-1016 

Individual and Society 

Course Outcomes: 

 

 

 

Texts: 

 The Prologue to the Canterbury Tales 

 An Essay on Man  

 Oliver Twist  

  

  

 Kamala  

 Burnt Shadows 

 Ragtime 

Suggested Readings: 

-The Norton Anthology of English Literature

The Short Oxford History of English Literature

Culture and Society
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DETAILED SYLLABUS OF B.A. (REGULAR) THREE YEAR DEGREE UGCBCS 

PROGRAMME IN HISTORY, GAUHATI UNIVERSITY 

 

 

Generic Elective Courses 

(4 Courses) 

 

HIS –RC-1016: History of India (from Earliest Times up to c. 1206) 

HIS –RC-2016: History of India (c.1206 - 1757) 

HIS –RC-3016: History of India from (c.1757 - 1947) 

HIS –RC-4016: Social and Economic History of Assam 

 

HIS –RC-1016: HISTORY OF INDIA (FROM THE EARLIEST TIMES UP TO c. 1206) 

 

Lecture : 5; Tutorial : 1 (per week) 

 

Course Outcome: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to explain the 

emergence of state system in North India, development of imperial state structure and state 

formation in South India in the early period. They will be able to understand the changes and 

transformations in polity, economy and society in early India and the linkages developed through 

contacts with the outside world. 

 

Unit: I 

[a] Sources : literary and archaeological 

[b] Indus Civilization :origin, extent, urban planning and urban decline. 

[c] Society, polity, economy and religion in the Rig Vedic Period 

[d] Society, polity, economy and religion in the Later Vedic Period 

 

Unit: II 

[a] Rise of territorial states– Janapadas and Mahajanapadas 

[b] Rise of new religious movements in north India- Jainism and Buddhism :social dimension of 

early Jainism and Buddhism. 

[c] The Mauryas - Background of Mauryan state formation. 

[d] Asoka :Dhamma - its propagation; Administration and Economy under the Mauryas. 

[e] Decline of the Mauryas 

 

Unit: III 

[a] Post–Mauryan period : The Sungas, Chedis 

[b]Kharavelas and Satavahanas 

[c]Sangam Age: literature, society and culture in South India. 

 

Unit: IV 

[a] Central Asian contact and its Impact: The Indo-Greeks, Sakas and Kushanas 

[b] The Gupta Empire- state and administration 
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[c] Post Gupta period :Vardhanas and Palas 

 

 

 

Unit: V 

[a]  Political development in the South – the Pallavas, the imperial Cholas, the Rashtrakutas and 

the Chalukyas. 

[b] The Arabs and the Turks in Indian politics –Ghaznivides and the Ghorid invasions.  

[c] Indian Society during 650 –1200 A.D.-literature & language, temple architecture and 

Sculpture. 

 

Readings:  

Jha, D.N. :Early India, New Delhi, 2006 

--------- :Ancient India, Monohar, New Delhi, 2001 

Majumdar, R.C. :Ancient India, Banaras, 1952 

RomilaThapar :Early India, Vol. I, Penguin, Delhi, 1996 

Shastry, K.A. Nilakanta :History of South India 

Singh, Upinder :A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India,Pearson, 2009 

Habib&Thakur : The Vedic Age (Peoples History of India), Vol. III, Tulika Books, New Delhi, 

2003 

Majumdar, Raychoudhary&Dutta :An Advanced History of India (RelevantChapters) 

Sharma ,R. S : Perspectives in Social & Economic History of Early India, 

MunshiramManoharlal,Delhi,1983. 

––––––, :India’s Ancient Past, OUP, Delhi 2006 

 

HIS –RC-2016  : HISTORY OF INDIA (c.1206 to 1757) 

 

Lecture : 5; Tutorial : 1 (per week) 

 

Course Outcome: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to analyse the political 

and social developments in India between 1206-1757. Students will be able to explain the 

formation of different States during this period along with their administrative apparatuses, and 

the society, economy and culture of India in the 13th to mid-18th century period. 

 

Unit: 1 

[a] Foundation and consolidation of the Sultanate : Iltutmish, Sultana Raziya, Balban and the 

Mongol invasions 

[b] Expansion of Sultanate :AlauddinKhalji - conquests and administration 

[c]Tughlaqs- Muhammad bin Tughlaq and Firoz Shah Tughlaq. 

 

Unit: II 

[a] Decline of the Sultanate 

[b] Rise of Provincial Kingdoms and contest for supremacy :Vijaynagar and Bahmani 

Kingdoms. 
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SEMESTER I 

 

POL RC 1016 Introduction to Political Theory 

 

Course Objective: This course aims to introduce certain key aspects of conceptual analysis 

in political theory and the skills required to engage in debates surrounding the application of 

the concepts. 

 

Course Outcome:  

· To introduce the key concepts in political theory  

· To make students understand the aspects of conceptual analysis 

· To engage in application of concepts and limitations  

 

1. a. What is Politics? 

b. What is Political Theory and what is its relevance? (11 lectures) 

 

2. Concepts: Democracy, Liberty, Equality, Justice, Rights, Gender, Citizenship, Civil 

Society 

and State (36 lectures) 

 

3. Debates in Political Theory: 

a. Is democracy compatible with economic growth? 

b. On what grounds is censorship justified and what are its limits? 

c. Does protective discrimination violate principles of fairness? 

d. Should the State intervene in the institution of the family? (13 lectures) 

Essential Readings: 

 

Topic 1 

Bhargava, R. (2008) ‘What is Political Theory’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, A. (eds.) 

Political 

Theory: An Introduction.New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 2 17. 

Bhargava, R. (2008) ‘Why Do We Need Political Theory’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, A. 

(eds.) Political Theory: An Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 18 37. 

Mukhopadhyay, Amal Kumar. (2019) ' An Introduction to Political Theory', New Delhi, Sage 

publications . 

 

Topic 2 

Sriranjani, V. (2008) ‘Liberty’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, A. (eds.) Political Theory: An 

Introduction.New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 40 57. 

Acharya, A. (2008) ‘Equality’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, A. (eds.) Political Theory: An 

Introduction.New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 58 73. 

Menon, K. (2008) Justice’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, A. (eds.) Political Theory: An 

Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 74 82. 

Talukdar, P.S. (2008) ‘Rights’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, A. (eds.) Political Theory: An 

Introduction.New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 88 105. 
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Srinivasan, J. (2008) ‘Democracy’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, A. (eds.) Political 

Theory:AnIntroduction.New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 106 128. 

Roy, A. ‘Citizenship’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, A. (eds.) Political 

Theory:AnIntroduction. 

New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 130 147. 

Das, S. (2008) ‘State’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, A. (eds.) Political Theory: An 

Introduction. 

New Delhi:Pearson Longman, pp. 170 187. 

Singh, M. (2008) ‘Civil Society’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, A. (eds.) Political Theory: An 

Introduction.New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 188 205. 

Menon, N. (2008) ‘Gender’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, A. (eds.) Political Theory: An 

Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 224 235. 

Shorten, A. (2008) ‘Nation and State’, in McKinnon, C. (ed.) Issues in Political Theory, New 

York: OxfordUniversity Press, pp. 33 55. 

Christiano, Thomas. (2008) ‘Democracy’, in McKinnon, Catriona. (ed.) Issues in Political 

Theory, New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 80 96. 

Riley, J. (2008) ‘Liberty’, in McKinnon, C. (ed.) Issues in Political Theory, New York: 

Oxford 

University Press, pp. 103 125. 

Casal, P. & William, A. (2008) ‘Equality’, in McKinnon, C. (ed.) Issues in Political Theory. 

New 

York: Oxford University Press, pp. 149  165. 

Wolf, J. (2008) ‘Social Justice’, in McKinnon, C. (ed.) Issues in Political Theory. New York: 

Oxford University Press, pp. 172 193. 

Brighouse, H. (2008) ‘Citizenship’, in McKinnon, C. (ed.) Issues in Political Theory. New 

York: 

Oxford University Press, pp. 241 259. 

Chambers, C. (2008) ‘Gender’, in McKinnon, C. (ed.) Issues in Political Theory. New York: 

Oxford University Press, pp. 241 288. 

Swift, A. (2001) Political Philosophy: A Beginners Guide for Students and Politicians. 

Cambridge: Polity Press. 

Topic 3 

Sen, A. (2003) ‘Freedom Favours Development,’ in Dahl, R., Shapiro, I. and Cheibub, A. J. 

(eds.) TheDemocracy Sourcebook. Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT Press, pp. 444 446. 

10  Prezowrski, A., et al. (2003) ‘Political Regimes and Economic Growth,’ in Dahl, R., 

Shapiro, I. and Cheibub, A. J. (eds.) The Democracy Sourcebook. Cambridge, Massachusetts: 

MIT Press,  pp. 447 454. 

Sethi, A. (2008) ‘Freedom of Speech and the Question of Censorship’, in Bhargava, R. and 

Acharya, A. (eds.) Political Theory: An Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 

308 319. 

Acharya, A. (2008) ‘Affirmative Action’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, A. (eds.) Political 

Theory: An Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 298 307. 

Frances E O. (1985) ‘The Myth of State Intervention in the Family’, University of Michigan 

Journal of Law Reform.18 (4)pp. 835 64. 

Jha, M. (2001) ‘Ramabai: Gender and Caste’, in Singh, M.P. and Roy, H. (eds.) Indian 

Political Thought: Themes and Thinkers, New Delhi: Pearson 

 

 

 


